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TO BECOME EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 3, 2017.
interim Decision DENYING REQUEST TO 
SHORTEN RESPONSE TIME TO MOTION
Mailed Date:  	February 1, 2018
Adopted Date:  	January 31, 2018
By the Commission
Statement
This Decision denies the request to shorten the response time to the Joint Motion for Approval of Tax Cut and Jobs Act Settlement Agreement (Joint TCJA Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on January 30, 2018.  Responses to the Joint TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 13, 2018.
Discussion
By Decision No. C17-0843, issued October 20, 2017, the Commission set the tariffs filed by Public Service under Advice Letter No. 1748 for hearing and suspended the proposed effective date of the tariffs for 120 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  
By Decision No. C17-1042-I, issued December 15, 2017, the Commission extended the suspension period an additional 90 days, for a total of 210 days or through June 1, 2018, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  The Commission also established a procedural schedule for this matter culminating in an evidentiary hearing scheduled for August 21 through 31, 2018.
On January 8, 2018, the Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC), a party in this matter, filed a Motion for Order for Deferred Accounting Treatment of Benefits Associated with the 2018 Tax Reconciliation Act (CEC Motion).
On January 18, 2018, Public Service filed a response to the CEC Motion.  CEC joined in Public Service’s response.  The joint response states that Public Service and CEC agreed in principle to “a different path to present to the Commission to account for the effects of the TCJA beginning on its effective date, January 1, 2018.”[footnoteRef:1]  The joint response further states that if the alternative approach agreed to in principle by Public Service and CEC is accepted by the Commission, CEC would withdraw the CEC Motion.  The joint response stated that Public Service and CEC intended to confer with the other parties in this proceeding and would file a joint proposal, perhaps with modifications, for the Commission’s consideration as soon as possible.  Public Service and CEC offered to file a status report by January 26, 2018 in any event. [1:  Joint response filed by Public Service and CEC on January 18, 2018, p. 3.] 

On January 26, 2018, Public Service and CEC filed a joint status report, explaining that a new settlement agreement in principle had been reached between Public Service, CEC, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  The joint status report highlights the central tenets of the new agreement and explains that this new, modified proposal would be circulated with the other parties in the proceeding.  The joint status report also states that Public Service, CEC, and OCC intended to file a settlement agreement and motion to approve the settlement no later than January 30, 2018.  The report provides a summary of the principles of the agreement, because “the Commission may not have much time to digest the settlement agreement before its next CWM on January 31, 2018.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Joint Status Report filed by Public Service on January 26, 2018, pp. 2-3.] 

[bookmark: _Toc390072113]On January 30, 2018, Public Service filed a Joint TCJA Motion with a request for shortened response time of seven days.  The Joint TCJA Motion states that “shortened response time will make it more likely that rate reductions may be implemented as soon as March 1, 2018, if the TCJA Agreement is approved.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Joint TCJA Agreement, p. 7.] 

The Joint TCJA Motion states that Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, Ms. Leslie Glustrom, the City of Boulder, Sierra Club, and Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West Inc. oppose the proposed agreement.
Findings and Conclusions
We deny the request to shorten response time to the Joint TCJA Motion.  The proposals in the settlement agreement are unusual and complex, and several parties oppose the agreement.  We conclude that the standard 14-day response time is appropriate for the Joint TCJA Motion and will accommodate timely consideration of the relief sought.
In accordance with Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400(b), responses to the Joint TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 13, 2018.
ORDER
It Is Ordered That:  
The request to shorten response time to the Joint Motion for Approval of Tax Cut and Jobs Act Settlement Agreement (Joint TCJA Motion) filed on January 30, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado is denied, consistent with the discussion above.
Responses to the Joint TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 13, 2018.  
This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 31, 2018.
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