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EXTRAORDINARY PROTECTION AND
granting limited standing 
to file responses
Mailed Date:  October 27, 2017

STATEMENT
By Decision No. C17-0843, issued October 20, 2017, the Commission set the tariffs filed by  Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) under Advice Letter No. 1748 for hearing and suspended the proposed effective date of the tariffs for 120 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  That decision also established a 30-day intervention period ending on November 20, 2017.
By Decision No. C17-0875-I, issued on October 26, 2017, the Commission referred the Motion and all future motions for extraordinary protection, as well as discovery disputes, to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
On October 16, 2017, Public Service filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information (Motion).  On the date that Public Service filed the Motion, no parties had yet filed intervention pleadings.  
Pursuant to Rule 1400(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, responding parties in Commission proceedings, except for accelerated complaints, have the procedural right to file a response to a motion 14 days after service of the motion, or such greater or lesser time as the Commission may allow.  Pursuant to Rule 1400(b), unless response time is extended by the Commission, responses to the Motion would be due no later than Monday, October 30, 2017.  
In Decision No. C17-0875-I, the Commission also set November 27, 2017 as the deadline for filing responses to requests for intervention, anticipating that the Commission would establish the parties to this Proceeding at the November 29, 2017 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting.  The Commission further set December 4, 2017 as the deadline for Public Service to file a proposed procedural schedule after conferring with the parties in this Proceeding.
As of the date of this decision, notices of intervention as of right were filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) on October 19, 2017 and by the Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on October 20, 2017.  “Petitions to Intervene” were filed by the Colorado Energy Consumer Group (CEC) on October 26, 2017 and by the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local No. 111 (Local 111) on October 27, 2017.  Pursuant to Rule 1401(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the ALJ will construe those “petitions” as motions for permissive intervention.  Pursuant to Decision No. C17-0875-I, November 27, 2017 is the deadline for filing responses to these pending and all future motions for permissive intervention filed on or before the November 20, 2017 intervention deadline.   
Section 40-6-101(1), C.R.S., requires that, “The commission shall conduct its proceedings in such manner as will best conduce the proper dispatch of business and the ends of justice.”  Consistent with this statutory mandate, and with the Commission’s orders in Decision No. C17-0875-I, the ALJ finds and concludes that the deadline for filing responses to Public Service’s Motion will be extended to November 20, 2017.  
Interested parties, who have filed motions for permissive intervention by the November 20, 2017 deadline but who have not yet been granted intervenor status by the Commission, have no right under Rule 1400(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, to file responses to pending motions.  However, consistent with § 40-6-101(1), C.R.S., the ALJ will order that such interested parties, who have filed motions for permissive intervention by the November 20, 2017 deadline but who have not yet been granted intervenor status by the Commission, will have limited standing in this Proceeding to have an opportunity to file a response to Public Service’s Motion.  This grant of limited standing will be temporary until the Commission rules on an interested party’s motion for permissive intervention, and is extended only to an opportunity to file a response to Public Service’s Motion by the November 20, 2017 deadline established herein.  
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It is Ordered That:  
Responses to the Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on October 16, 2017, shall be filed no later than November 20, 2017. 
Interested parties, who have filed motions for permissive intervention by the November 20, 2017 deadline but who have not yet been granted intervenor status by the Commission, shall be granted limited standing, pursuant to Rule 1400(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, for an opportunity to file a response to Public Service’s Motion no later than November 20, 2017.  
This Interim Decision is effective immediately.
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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