
Sunset Review Completed by Legislature 

The just-ended session of the 2005 Colorado General Assembly considered the proposed 
modifications to the Respiratory Therapy Practice Act, and adopted all but one. 

Information about the practice of respiratory therapy in Colorado was gathered by the Office of 
Policy and Research and presented to the legislature last fall. Their report, the 2004 Sunset 
Review of the Respiratory Therapy Practice Act, is available on our website through the 
attached link, www.dora.state.co.us/respiratory-therapy. 

The first change proposed in the Sunset Review was to discontinue the regulation of respiratory 
therapists. The argument for repeal did not sway legislators, and state regulation of respiratory 
therapy will continue until the next sunset review scheduled in 2015. 

Two recommendations in the Sunset Review that were approved are the addition of two more 
grounds for disciplinary action. The first is the making of falsified or repeated incorrect entries or 
failing to make essential entries in medical records. The second was the addition of practicing 
beyond the scope of one’s training, experience or competence. 

Another recommendation reworded section 12-41.5-109(2)(h) of the practice act relating to drug 
or alcohol usage. The old language of “addiction to or dependence on…” was changed to 
“excessive or habitual use or abuse…”  The last recommendation limits polysomnographic 
(sleep) technologists to certain procedures. 

A copy of Senate Bill 05-147 is attached and was signed by Governor Owens on April 14, 2005. 
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