About CEF Executive Director Bruce Smith


Bruce Smith is the Executive Director of the Colorado Energy Forum. Following a 21-year career in the U. S. Air Force, Bruce began his service to the State of Colorado in 1984 in the emergency management arena.  He was deeply involved with emergency workers throughout the State in developing a statewide hazardous materials emergency response plan. 

Moving to the Department of Regulatory Agencies in 1985, Bruce was appointed by the Governor and served for two years as the statewide single point of contact to assist depositors in maximizing their returns from the liquidated assets of 14 failed industrial banks.  He was then appointed as Colorado’s Deputy Commissioner of Insurance.  He held that position for three years, until 1992, when he was selected to be the Director of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission.

Bruce served in that capacity for 13 years, until his retirement in January of 2005.  Throughout his tenure at the PUC, Bruce had frequent and direct contact with leadership of the Executive and Legislative branches of Colorado government and with media representatives across Colorado.  He gained a reputation for providing consistent, accurate and balanced information in a timely fashion on a wide range of public policy issues.  He was known for his “PUC Road Shows”, as he traveled extensively to Colorado’s urban and rural communities to meet with people and get their first-hand comments and feedback on utility issues.  Bruce has an in-depth understanding of the importance of electricity to our economy and its critical role in our daily lives.

