Decision No. C95-616

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

CASE NO. 6396

IN THE MATTER OF THE DESIGNATION OF ELECTRIC UTILITY TRANSMISSION FACILITIES AND ELECTRIC UTILITY GENERATION FACILITIES FOR WHICH AN APPLICATION TO OBTAIN A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY IS REQUIRED, OR THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR A FORMAL DETERMINATION THAT NO CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED.

COMMISSION ORDER PERTAINING TO CERTIFICATION OF FACILITIES
Mailed Date:  June 30, 1995

Adopted Date:  June 28, 1995

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement

1.
On November 30, 1983, in Case No. 5320, the Commission by Decision No. C83-1791, modified Rule 18, of the Commission's Electric Utility Rules, 4 Colorado Code of Regulations 723-3.  Rule 18 requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, a schedule of its proposed new construction or extensions of generation and transmission facilities for the next three calendar years, as described in Sections (d) and (e) of Rule 18.


2.
Rule 18 also provides that the Commission shall issue its decision on whether a certificate is required, or whether an application for a formal determination regarding certification is required, within 60 days, for projects to begin in the next calendar year, or within 120 days, for projects to begin in subsequent years, of April 30 of the calendar year in which the data are filed.


3.
Rule 18(g) provides that the information filed by each utility shall be public information available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business days and hours.  The rule further provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Notice of the filing of the data was given by the Commission on June 2, 1995 to all those, who in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations. 


4.
The following utilities have submitted proposed construction schedules:

Intermountain Rural Electric Association

Public Service Company of Colorado

San Miguel Power Association, Inc.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

WestPlains Energy

Wheatland Electric Cooperative, Inc.


5.
New projects were reported by Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Public Service Company of Colorado, San Miguel Power Association, Inc., Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., and WestPlains Energy, as listed below:

Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

1.
PLUM CREEK SUBSTATION - provide a new load center for the expanding commercial and residential developments in Douglas County.

2
DAVIDSON SUBSTATION - replace present transformer with a higher capacity transformer including minor structural and equipment upgrades.

3.
DIVIDE SUBSTATION - modify existing 69/12.5 kv distribution substation to 115/12.5 kv in conjunction with the construction of PSCO's proposed Tarryall-Divide 115 kv transmission line project.

4.
PARKER SUBSTATION - add a 12/16/20 mva transformer.

5.
WOODLAND PARK SUBSTATION REVISION - modify the existing 69/12.5 kv distribution substation for a 115/12.5 transformer in conjunction with the upgrading of the Woodland Park-Divide 69 kv line to 115 kv.

6.
WOLFENSBERGER SUBSTATION TRANSFORMER REPLACEMENT - add a 11/16/20 mva transformer including expansion of the substation.

7.
WOODLAND PARK SUBSTATION - replace the existing 69/12.5 kv transformer with a 115/12.5 transformer in conjunction with the upgrading of the Woodland Park-Divide 69 kv line to 115 kv.



Public Service Company of Colorado 

1.
FORT ST. VRAIN - BARR LAKE 230 KV TRANSMISSION LINE -new line to relieve overloads due to the addition of 471 MW of generation at Fort St. Vrain and heavy imports from the North.



San Miguel Power Association, Inc.
1.
DALLAS CREEK SUBSTATION - build new substation for 115 kv but initially operate at 46 kv.

2.
DALLAS CREEK TRANSMISSION LINE - rebuild three miles of 46 kv line to 115 kv but initially operate at 46 kv.



Tri-State Generation and Transmission
1.
FALCON-MONUMENT 69/115 KV CONVERSION - line voltage upgrade; moving Monument transformers to a new substation near Peyton; and purchasing a 115/12.5 kv transformer to serve the Black Forest Substation loads.  All work is to provide interconnected transmission service to Mountain View Electric Association, Inc. 

2.
NORTH YUMA-RED WILLOW 115 KV LINE UPGRADE - reconductor the existing line for higher current capacity.



WestPlains Energy
1.
NORTH CANON-VICTOR 69 KV LINE UPGRADE - involves only relaying and facilities.

2.
LA JUNTA SUBSTATION INTERCONNECTION - connect West-Plains and Tri-State substations in La Junta.  Details of this project have not been determined.



Wheatland Electric Cooperative, Inc.
1.
Reported that no construction projects are planned for the Colorado service area.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:


1.
No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the following Substation Projects filed by Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.:  PLUM CREEK, DAVIDSON, DIVIDE, PARKER, WOODLAND PARK ADDITION, WOLFENSBERGER, and WOODLAND PARK TRANSFORMER REPLACEMENT. 



2.
Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the FORT ST. VRAIN-BARR LAKE 230 KV LINE project.  The filing shall include a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented in order to comply with Rule 18, Sections (i) and (j).



3.
No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the DALLAS CREEK SUBSTATION project filed by San Miguel Power Association. 



4.
San Miguel Power Association, Inc., shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the DALLAS CREEK TRANSMISSION LINE project.  The filing shall include a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented in order to comply with Rule 18, Sections (i) and (j). 



5.
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the FALCON-MONUMENT 69/115 KV CONVERSION and NORTH YUMA-RED WILLOW 115KV LINE UPGRADE projects.  The filings shall include a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented in order to comply with Rule 18, Sections (i) and (j).



6.
No certificate of public convenience and necessity shall be required for the NORTH CANON-VICTOR 69KV LINE UPGRADE filed by WestPlains Electric.



7.
WestPlains Energy shall file for a certificate of public convenience and necessity or for a determination that no certificate of public convenience and necessity is required for the LA JUNTA SUBSTATION INTERCONNECTION project.  The filing shall include a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented in order to comply with Rule 18, Sections (i) and (j).



8.
Prior Commission determinations and resultant decisions concerning previously reported projects remain in full force and effect.



9.
The 20-day time period provided for by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day after the mailing or serving of this Decision and Order.



10.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING June 28, 1995.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER CHRISTINE E. M. ALVAREZ

ABSENT.


5

