Decision No. C96-513

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION (1) TO MERGE WITH SOUTH-WESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A REGISTERED PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY AND FOR ISSUANCE OF SECURITIES IN CONJUNCTION THERE WITH AND (2) TO IMPLEMENT A FIVE-YEAR REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNINGS SHARING MECHANISM; FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

DOCKET NO. 95A-464E

IN RE:  THE INVESTIGATION OF THE ELECTRIC COST ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO.

ORDER GRANTING PETITION FOR INTERVENTION

Mailed Date:  May 16, 1996

Adopted Date:  May 15, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement


1.
This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission to consider:  1) the Petition to Intervene of the Board of County Commissioners of Boulder County ("Board of County Commissioners" or "Petitioner"), filed on May 10, 1996; and, 2) the motion and notice of withdrawal by co-counsel for Vessels Hydrocarbons, Inc. (fks VESGAS Company) ("Vessels"), filed by Vessels on April 19, 1996.  


2.
By notice issued November 14, 1995, the Commission set a 30-day intervention period in this Docket which expired on December 14, 1995.  On May 10, 1996, the Board of County Commissioners filed its petition to intervene.  The petition is untimely.



a.
Notwithstanding the untimely filing, and duly noting Petitioner's stated reasons, the Commission will grant the petition.  Proceedings such as this case are typically very substantial and complex.  Issues which can arise in such cases are not always obvious at the outset and only become apparent after some lengthy consideration.  We understand this to be the case for petitioner.



b.
We note that there are no objections to the petition.  We also note that no party is prejudiced by the intervention.



c.
Petitioner must take the case and all its procedural deadlines as they currently exist.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
The Petition to Intervene of Board of County Commissioners of Boulder County is granted, consistent with the above discussion.



2.
The motion for withdrawal by co-counsel of Vessels Hydrocarbons, Inc. (fks VESGAS Company), is granted.  



3.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING May 15, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO
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