Decision No. C96-0256

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION (1) TO MERGE WITH SOUTH-WESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A REGISTERED PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY AND FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SECURITIES IN CONJUNCTION THEREWITH AND (2) TO IMPLEMENT A FIVE-YEAR REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNINGS SHARING MECHANISM; FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

DOCKET NO. 95A-464E

IN RE:  THE INVESTIGATION OF THE ELECTRIC COST ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO.

ORDER GRANTING LATE INTERVENTION

Mailed Date:  March 8, 1996

Adopted Date:  March 6, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

Statement
1.
This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (the "Commission") for consideration of the petition for leave to intervene out of time filed by the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation ("CEAF").

2.
Public Service Company of Colorado commenced this proceeding on November 9, 1995 by filing its application for Commission authorization to merge with Southwestern Public Service Company and to implement a five-year regulatory plan which includes an earnings sharing mechanism.  The application was duly noticed.  The 30-day notice period within which to file petitions for intervention as set forth in Rule 64 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, expired on December 14, 1995.

3.
CEAF filed its petition on February 15, 1996.  The Commission finds that CEAF has stated good cause for its delay in petitioning for intervention.  As for the merits of the petition, the Commission further finds that CEAF has stated good cause for intervention; however, CEAF will have to accept the record as it exists as of the Mailed Date of this Order.

II.
ORDER
A.
The Commission Orders That:
1.
The petition for leave to intervene filed by the Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation is granted.  The Colorado Energy Assistance Foundation shall accept the record as it exists on the Mailed Date of this Order.

2.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING March 6, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION


OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER CHRISTINE E. M. ALVAREZ

ABSENT.

2

