Decision No. C95-1262

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 95A-531EG

THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR COMMISSION AUTHORIZATION (1) TO MERGE WITH SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY THROUGH THE FORMATION OF A REGISTERED PUBLIC UTILITY HOLDING COMPANY AND FOR ISSUANCE OF SECURITIES IN CONJUNCTION THEREWITH AND (2) TO IMPLEMENT A FIVE-YEAR REGULATORY PLAN WHICH INCLUDES AN EARNINGS SHARING MECHANISM; FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF A PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE; AND FOR SUCH OTHER RELIEF AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE OR NECESSARY.

DOCKET NO. 95A-464E

IN RE:  THE INVESTIGATION OF THE ELECTRIC COST ADJUSTMENT CLAUSE OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO.

PROCEDURAL ORDER
Mailed Date:  December 18, 1995

Adopted Date:  December 13, 1995

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:


Statement

1.
This matter comes before the Commission by a motion of Public Service Company of Colorado ("Public Service") requesting the scheduling of a prehearing conference the week of January 8, 1996.  We now direct that, in addition to other subjects which may be addressed at the prehearing conference, the parties come prepared to discuss the following matters:

•
the possible consolidation of Docket No. 95I-464E, Investigation into Public Service's Electric Cost Adjustment Clause into this application;

•
the possible disaggregation of the current application into two dockets:  (1) addressing issues related to the proposed merger and, (2) addressing issues related to the regulatory incentive plan (possible inclusion of Docket No. 95I-464E);

•
whether, if disaggregation is accepted, the two new dockets should be heard sequentially or concurrently;

•
whether, if disaggregation is not accepted, the Commission should hear discrete issues separately;

•
proposed audit and discovery response times;

•
proposed filing dates for testimony; and

•
proposed hearing dates.


2.
In addition, the Commission encourages the parties to discuss and reach agreement on these matters before the prehearing conference.  Regardless of whether agreement can be reached on the issues listed, the parties are directed to prefile a proposed procedural schedule by noon on January 4, 1996.


3.
The parties are reminded that the Commission is under a statutory obligation to promulgate certain rules relating to local exchange competition in the telecommunications market by July 1, 1996.  This obligation shall have precedence over the scheduling of this particular docket.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That


1.
The parties shall come to the prehearing conference presently scheduled for January 8, 1996 to:

A.
Set the prehearing conference; and

B.
Discuss the issues.



2.
The parties are directed to prefile a mutually agreeable procedural schedule, or if agreement cannot be reached, each party shall file its own procedural schedule by noon on January 4, 1996.




3.
This order is effective on its Mailed Date.


B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING December 13, 1995.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners
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