Decision No. C96-0953

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

DOCKET NO. 90A-665T 

THE APPLICATION OF THE MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, DOING BUSINESS AS U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC., FOR APPROVAL OF A FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR RATE AND SERVICE REGULATION AND FOR A SHARE EARNINGS PROGRAM.

DOCKET NO. 96A-218T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TO MODIFY ITS RATE AND SERVICE REGULATION PLAN.

DOCKET NO. 96A-219T

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF U S WEST COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  TO MODIFY ITS RATE AND SERVICE REGULATION PLAN - APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE FROM RULES 4(2)(a), 4(1)(h), AND 4(2)(A)(i) OF THE RULES PRESCRIBING PRINCIPLES FOR COSTING AND PRICING OF REGULATED SERVICES OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS.

DOCKET NO. 96S-257T

RE:  THE INVESTIGATION AND SUSPENSION OF TARIFF SHEETS FILED BY U S WEST COMMUNICATION, INC. WITH ADVICE LETTER NO. 2608 REGARDING PROPOSED RATE CHANGES.

ORDER SCHEDULING PUBLIC HEARING, GRANTING MOTION FOR
PROTECTIVE ORDER, AND GRANTING PETITION TO INTERVENE

Mailed Date:  September 10, 1996

Adopted Date:  September 4, 1996

I.
BY THE COMMISSION:

A.
Statement



1.
In Decision No. C96-841, the Commission requested that the parties to this consolidated proceeding submit comments regarding the hearing schedule previously established herein.  Pursuant to that request, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel ("OCC") filed its comments generally supporting a change in the schedule.  Upon further consideration, we conclude that the hearing and procedural schedule previously established in this proceeding should remain unchanged.



2.
Given the importance of this docket to the citizenry of this state, we now conclude that the public interest will be served if an opportunity for the public to comment on the issues in this docket is provided.  In order to achieve this goal, the Commission shall conduct a public testimony hearing.  The public testimony hearing will be held on October 7, 1996 between 4 and 6 p.m, in a Commission hearing room at 1580 Logan Street, Office Level 2, Denver, Colorado.  The public hearing will be an on-the-record proceeding with sworn testimony and opportunity for the parties to this case to cross-examine testifying witnesses.



3.
Additionally, the Commission hereby advises all parties to this docket that members of Commission Staff will be conducting "town" meetings at the following locations, dates, and times
:

7 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 23
Montrose County Fairgrounds


Friendship Hall


1001 N. 2nd 


Montrose

7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24
Grand Junction Auditorium


250 N. 5th St.


Grand Junction

7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 26
Cortez Conference Center


2121 E. Main St.


Cortez

7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1
Pueblo Community College


Student Center Chambers


Room 161


900 W. Orman Ave.


Pueblo

7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 2
Pikes Peak Center


Centennial Hall


190 S. Cascade Ave.


Colorado Springs

7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8
Bloedorn Lecture Hall


17800 Barlow Road


Fort Morgan
7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 9
Fort Collins Library


Ben Delatour Room


201 Peterson Ave.


Fort Collins

7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10
Yampa Valley Electric


  Association


32 10th St.


Steamboat Springs

These town meetings will not involve the taking of sworn testimony, and, therefore, will not be on the record, inasmuch as these meetings are not intended to specifically solicit public comment relating to the present consolidated proceeding.  Rather, the public will be invited to comment on any issue relating to matters within the Commission's authority.  The Commission is now notifying the parties to this proceeding of these public meetings, since it is possible that members of the public will, at these meetings, submit comment relating to the present docket.  The parties are also notified that it is our intent that the Staff of the Commission prepare a report summarizing any comments from those public meetings pertaining to the issues in this docket for the purpose of submitting it into the record in this case.  In light of these circumstances, the parties to this case are invited to attend these meetings if they deem it appropriate.

B.
Pending Motions



1.
On August 19, 1996, U S WEST Communications, Inc., filed its Motion for Protective Order.  Good grounds having been stated, we will adopt the provisions attached as Exhibit 1 to this order as the protective provisions applicable to this case.



2.
On August 30, 1996, the United States Department of Defense and all other Federal Executive Agencies filed their Petition to Intervene.  We find that good cause for intervention has been stated, and will grant the motion.  Response time to the petition for intervention will be waived.

II.
ORDER

A.
The Commission Orders That:



1.
Consistent with the above discussion, a public hearing is set in this matter at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
October 7, 1996

TIME:
4:00 through 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

Office Level 2 (OL 2)

Logan Tower

1580 Logan Street

Denver, Colorado



2.
The Motion for Protective Order filed by U S WEST Communications, Inc., is granted consistent with the above discussion.



3.
The Petition to Intervene filed by the United States Department of Defense and all other Federal Executive Agencies is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.



4.
This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B.
ADOPTED IN OPEN MEETING September 4, 1996.

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

Commissioners

    � For the convenience of the public, the hearing being set in this order will also provide the opportunity for interested persons to submit comment relating to Docket No. 96S-290G, Public Service Company's gas rate case.  Notice of this public hearing as it relates to Docket No. 96S-290G is being set by separate order in that case.


    � These meetings will not be conducted by the Commission, nor by a Commissioner.  It is anticipated, however, that individual Commissioners will attend some of the meetings.
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