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STATEMENT ANO FINDINGS OF FACT 

BY THE COMMISSION : 

On May 21, 1979, joint Applicants Simla Telephone Exchange, 
inc. (hereinafter "Simla 11 

) and the Big Sandy Telephone Company (here
inaner 11 Big Sandy'') filed Application No. 31880 wherein they reques t 
the approval of this Commission authorizing the merger of Simla Telephone 
Exchange, Inc. into the Big Sandy Telephone Company, with the authority 
vested in the surviving corporate entity Big Sandy Telecommun ications, 
Inc. to exercise all the rights under the certif icates of publ ic con
venience and necessity now individually owned and operated by Simla 
and Big Sandy separately. 

Simla is a corporation duly organ i zed and e~isting under the 
laws of the State of Colorado. and is a public utility rendering tele
communication service to the public and is subject to the jurisdiction 
of this Commission . Simla was granted a cert if icate of public convenience 
and necessity by this Commission by Decision No. 58358, dated April 12 , 
1962 1 to serve an area in Elbert and El Paso Counties, State of Co lorado. 
Attached to the application and marked as Exhibit ' 'A .. is a description 
of the area served oy Simla. Also attached to the application and 
marked as Exhibit ''8'' is a certified copy of the Articles of Incorpora
tion and all amendmen ts thereto of Simla . 

Big Sandy is also a corporation duly organized and existing 
under the laws of the State of Colorado, and is a public utility rendering 
telecommunication service to the public dnd is subject to the juris
diction of this Commission. Big Sandy was granted a certificate of 
publ i c convenience and necessity by t his Commission by Decision No. 
86488 dated March 17, 1975, and b y Decision No . C79-434 dated March 27, 
1Si9 to serve an area in Elbei't , El ?aso and Lincoln Counties, State 
of Colorado. Attached to the app) ication and marked as Exhibit 11 C" 
is a descrip t ion of the areas served by Big Sandy. A certified copy 
of the Articles of Incorporation and all amendments thereto to date of 
Big Sandy are on file with this ComITTission in a proceeding numbered 



.j
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Application No. 28016. The Commiss ion takes official notice of said . 
certified copy of the Articles of incorporation of Big Sandy and all 
amendments thereto in the above referenced application file . 

Attached to application No . 31880 and marked as Ext"libit ''D" 
is a copy of the "Agreement and Plan of Merger" of Simla and 8i g Sandy . 
On Apr i l 18. 1979, App l icants entered i nto such agreement whereby it 
was agreed that Simla be merged into Big Sandy and that thereafter, the 
two sepa,·ate te 1ephone companies be oper ated as one corporate entity to 
be known as Big Sandy Te l ecommunications, Inc. 

Simla and Big Sandy have limited personne l , l imited resources, 
limited tel~phone plant and limited access to capital , and both applicants 
are unable individually to adequately ope rate, mainta i n and improve the 
telephone SHvice tha t they ,·ender to t he public in the areas which they 
individua)ly now serve. It is therefore in the best interest of the public 
and in the publi c conven i~nce and necessity that Simla Telephone be merged 
into Big Sandy, and the me rger as proposed herein be approved by this 
Commission. 

The Agreement and Plan of Merger, E><hibit 11 0" has been adopted 
and approved by the directors and shareholders of Simla Telephone and 
Big Sandy and should Commission approval of such merger be forthcoming, 
Articles of Herg~r wi l l be executed and filed with the Colorado Secretary 
of State pursuant to statute and tne merger wi Jl then be consummated. 
Further. a true copy of t he "Certiciate of Merger" to be issued by the 
Colorado Secretary of State will be pr-omptly filed with this Commi'ssion 
subsequent to issuance thereof . 

Upon approva l of the proposed merger , the surviving corporate 
entity 1 Big Sandy Te l ecommunications, Inc .. ·,1ill adopt, ratify and make 
as its own, in accordance with Rule 24 of the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure of thi; Commi ss i on, all tariffs , contracts or other instruments 
1vhatsoever filed with the C.:,mrnission by Simla and Big Sandy. App1icants 
propose that the surviv i ng corporate entity, Big Sandy Telecommunications, 
lnc . , wi 11 operate the th ree exchanges presently being served by the 
individual appli cants under said tari f fs. rules and regulations now in 
effect for each individual exchange. 

Upon complet i on of the proposed merger, the surviving corporate 
entity, Big Sandy Te l ecomml.!nications, Inc . , will have an improved
financial ability to continue rendering the telephone communications 
service presently be ing rendered by the applicants separately. The 
Commission draws such conclusion of virtue of the balance sheet and 
operating statements of Simla (Exhibit ''E'') and Big Sandy (Exhibit "F") 
both attached to the app l i cation. A map of the combined area to be 
served by t~e surviv i ng corporate en tity. Big Sandy Telecommunications , 

11G11Inc., i s a1so attached to ~he application and marked Exhibit 

The filing of th i s applicati on was brought to the attention 
of Applicants• affected customers by mailing of a copy of notice of 
proposed merger to each of t he custome1's of Simla and Big Sandy on 
May 31, 1979. Furthe~. this Commission duly gave notice of filing 
of the instant application on May 24, 1979 . 

The joint Appl icants herein have not requested a public 
hearing. and no protest, obj ect i ons or petitions to inte r vene have 
been fi,ed within the t ime specified in the Notice of the Application 
Filed. Therefore, in accorda~ce with Rule 17 of the Rules of Practice 
and Procedure of t his Commission. the instant matter should be determined 
~ithout formal oral hear ing and without further notice . The within 



application is in the public in terest and should be granted as herein
after ordered. 
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THE COMMISSION ORDERS THAT: 

1. Applicat ion No. 31880, being the joint application of the 
Simla Telephone Exchange, Inc. a Colorado corporation, P. 0. Box 218, 
Simla, Colorado, and the Big Sandy Telephone Company , a Colorado cor
poration, P. 0. Box 128 , Ramah, Colorado, for an order of the Commission 
authorizing the merger of the Simla Telephone Exchange, Inc . into the 
Big Sandy Telephone Company to the surviving corporate entity to be 
known as the Big Sandy Telecommunic<1tions, Inc., be, and hereby is, 
granted. 

2. Immediately upon the effective date -of this Order, the 
joint App1icants sha l l execute and file with the Colorado Secretary of 
State, all documents necessary to effec t uate merger of the Simla 
Telephone Exchange; Inc. in to the 8ig Sandy Telephone Company, with 
the surviving corporate entity to be known as "Big Sandy Telecommunica
tions, Inc . " Immediate ly upon issuance of the certificate of 
me rger by the Colorado Secretary of State to the joint Applicants, 
the joint Applicants sha11 immediately file a true copy thereof with 
th is Commission. 

3. The withi n merger shall become effective on ly if and 
when, but not before, the Simla Te lephone Exchange , Inc . and the Big 
Sandy Telephone Company , and Big Sandy Telecommunications, 1nc., in 
~riting, have advised the Commission that the merger, qS above approved , 
has be~n consummated, and that said parties have accepted and in the 
future will comply with the conditions and requi rements of this Order, 
to be by them, or any of them, kept and performed. Failure to file said 
written acceptance with t he terms of this Order within thirty (30) 
days from the effective date of th i s Order shall automatically revoke 
the authority herei n gran ted to merge the corporate entities as above
described without further order on the part or tne Commission unless 
such ·time shall be extended by the Commission ~pon proper application. 

4. The tar iffs of rates, rules and regulations of the Simla 
Telephone Exchange, Inc. and the Big Sandy Telephone Company, upon 
proper adoption notice, shall become and shall remain those of Big 
Sandy Telecommunications, Inc. until changed according to law and 
the rules and regulat i ons of this Commission. 

5. Big Sandy Telecommunkations, Inc., be, and hereby is, 
granted the authority to exercise al l rights under the certificates of 
pub lic convenience and necessity now held and operated by the Sim1a 
Telephone Exchange, lnc. in accordance with Commission Decision No. 
58358, dated April 12 , 1962. to serve an area in Elbert and El Paso 
Counties, State of Colorado. and under the cer t ificate of public 
convenience and necess ity of the Big Sandy Telephone Company granted 
to such entity by Commission Decision No. 86488, dated March 17, 1975, 
and by Decision No , C79-434, dated March 27, 1979, to serve an area 
in E1bert 1 El Paso and Lincoln Counties , State of Colorado. All such 
areas as specifical ly described by Exhi bits "A" and ''B'' at tached to 
the instant application and incor~orated by reference h~rein. 

6. Big Sandy Telecommun icat ions , Inc. shall operate its 
telephone system in accordance with this Order, except when prevented 
by an Act of God, t he pub lic ~nemy or ex~reme conditions. 
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7. The Commission retains jurisdic~ion of the application 
herein to enter such further order or orders as. may be appropriate. 

This Order shall be effective forthwith . 

DONE IN OPEN MEETING the 24th day of Ju ly, 1979. 

THE PUBLIC UTIUTJES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 
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