
\Decision No . 88274) 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

,. 
* 

;N THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF)
THE 5TATE DEPARTMENT OP HtGHl>IAYS, )
orvr5toN OF HIGHWAYS - STAT£ OF )
COL0R~D0, FOR THE AUTH~R!TY TO CON-)
STRUCT A GRADE SEPARATrON STRUCTURE) APPLICATION NO . 28835 
AND APP~0AChES T0 CARRY STATE HIGH-) 
r4Ar NI) 95 (SHERfDAN BLVD. ) TRAFFrC) ORDER GRANTING APPLICATION 
OVER THE co~ORADG AND SOUTHERN )
RATLl~Af COMPANY'S PROPERTY AND )
TRACK AT MtLEPOST 8.27. NEAR THE )
JEFFERSON-ADAMS COUNTY LfNE AT 86TH)
AvENUE, STAT£ OF COLORAD~. ) 

February 24, 1976 

STATEMENT 

BY THE COMMrs~rON: 

On December 9, 1975, the State Deoartment of Highways, Dfvis ion of 
t·liqhwavs) State of Color-ado (Ofv1sion) filed an aoplication which seeks auth­
ur, t t t~ construct , operate and mai ntafn a hiqhway/ra flroad qrade seoaration 
stfLJl.tUl'E: to cdtr-_y State Highwa.v No. 95 (also Known as Sheridan Blvd. ) over 
the ~atlrcaa oroDerty and fac11f ties of tne Colorado and Southern Railway
Comoan.Y (C&S) i n the v1ci nit.f of thefr milepost 8.27, near the Jeffer-son­
Aac.ms Cot.nt.v 1;neat 86th Avenue, State of Colorado . 

Explanato~v material submitted w1th the Apo1 1cation 1ncludes the 
fo 11 ow ·j nG . 

u11rBn A - General La.vout of the Seoarat, on Structure 

EXH ?Btl B - Right of Way 1ocat1on and Descrtotion. 

A c(,r,_y of the executed Bas1c Aq reement and Supplemental Agreement 
by· and oetween tne Div•ision and the C&S oertai n1ng to the consttuction , 
ma ·ncenanc.e, and oa.vment therefor, of the h1 qhwa.Y/ rail road gr-ade seoarat1 on 
s t ructu re cori temoiated her~in , was submitted w1th the aoplicatfon. 

Noti ce of Ff1ing, together with & cooy of the apol1cation , was given 
w a11 inte'tested oarties heretn, includinq adJacent property owners , Sa1d 
n~t1ce was aated December 16, 1975 No orotests, oeti t ions to : ntervene or 
othef· r,l eao·: ngs were rec.ei v·ed by the Comm1~s1on. Aooiicant d1 d not tequest a 
oub 1 1c hear i nq 

The Commission has deter-mined trd s matter forthwith upon the record 
and ffles nerein, without a formal oral hearrng or fur-ther notice. 

F!NDINGS OF FACT 

THE COMMISSinN FINDS THAT: 

1 Not ;ce of the orooosed grade separation has been given by the 
Commissi on to all interested parties. No orotests, oetitfons to intervene or 
ether oleao1nns in the matter- have been received . 



2. State Hiqhway No . 95 is a north-south highway beginning at a 
junction with State Highway o. 285 near Fort Logan extend nQ northerl_v to a 
junction with State H1qh~·a.v No . 36 (Denver-Boulder Turno1ke) . Theo, i sfon is 
reconstructinq a port on of State Highway No . 95 on a new altqnment between 
84th Avenut and 88th A\en e. The new canst uct ,on includes the proposed
grade separat Jon :tructure o er the C&S tracks which will reolace the existing 
at qrade cross tn cf State Ht gh a.v No . 95 over the C&S tracks ,n the vici nity
of railroad mileoost 8. 27, near the Jefferson-Adams County line, Colorado. 

3. The ouruose o this apolicatian is ta secure Commission aopraval
for the construction, ooeration and maintenance of the proposed highway/railroad
C}rade seoaration str·uct re 

4. The est imated average vehicular traffic (ADT) on the present 
route is aoorox,mately 16,000. The Divis on ant,cioates that the traff1c 
volume w111 increase to 20,000 ADT by 1995 . The current rail traffic at the 
oroject area is six (6) schedulea train movements per day with a max1mum tra in 
soeed of 49 miles oer hour . 

5. A Ba~ ic Agreement ana a Supplemental Agreement pe taini ng to the 
work to be done, and payment therefor, has been completed between the D1vis on 
and the C&S . Cooy of sa id Agreeme ts have been received by the Commiss1on. 

6. The prooosed work will be paid for in accordance with the 
aoorooriate rul es and regulat i on~ of the Federal Government and is covered by
said Agreements . 

7. ,eneral aescriot1on of the new hiqhway/ra i road g ade sepa ation 
structure No . E-16- iM , t s noted as fo11ows . 

PUC 
ITEM DESCR PTION-OIMENSIONS SPEC I FICATiON 

T_yoe Refnforced concrete deck with asohalti c 
membrdne and an asohdlt o erla on 
wel ded steel g. de rs Re inforced con­
crete abutment ana oi e s . 

Length 156 1 -0 11 overal 
2 abucment spans @ 46 ' -0 11 ea h 
Center soan @ 65 • -0 11 

Width Overa l l t op w dth of 72 1 -6 11 includi ng 
four 121 -0 11 t ravel l anes di i ded by a 
6'-0 11 c (·bed median with 11 -0 11 gutters;
2'-0" gutter, 51 -0 11 s:· dewalk and 1 -3 11 

curb on which a Type 5A bridge rail is 
mo ntea on each s de of the traveled 
road a . . 

Clearance_ Top of ra11 to bottcm f center span 
girder - - - - - - - 23'-4"min . 

Centerl ine of tratk to face of pier
3 - - - - • - - - - 20 I 8 1 -6 11 

8 The or1dqe des ign an construction ill be in accordance with 
ol ans and soed f f cations o"eoared b_v the 01 is 10n and approved by the C&S 
and the Feae al Hi ghway Administration (FHWA) Clearance dimensions for the 
orcposed structure exceed minimum specifications of the Commission and are 
acceotable . 
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9. After the construction i s comoleted, the Divisi on will maintain, 
at its .so 1 e expense, its own brtdges, piers," abutments, embankments, surfaces 
and roadwaydratnage . Maintenance of track, railroad grades and operating
facil i t ies shall continue to be the responsibility of the C&S . 

10. The oubl1c safety, conventence and necess i ty requi res, and will 
be served, by construction of the new hi ghway/rail road grade separation structure 
as oroposed herein. 

CONCLUSIONS ON FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. As orovtded by Secti on 40-4-l06(2)(a), CRS 1973, the Commission 
has jurisdi ction in the i nstant matter . 

2. Notice of the proposed construction and instal l ation of the 
highway/rai l road grade seoarati on structure has been given by the Commission , 
pursuant to, and in accordance with, Secti on 40-6-108(2), CRS 1973. No 
protests , peti t ions to i ntervene, or other pleadings in the mat ter have been 
rece ived . 

3. As orovf ded by Secti on 40-6-109(5), CRS 1973, and Rule 17 of 
the Commission's Rules of Practi ce and Procedure, the Commission may determine 
thi s matte~ without a formal oral hearing or further notice . 

4. The author~ty sought in the i nstant applicati on should be 
granted. 

An appropriate order w11 1 be entered . 

0 R D E R• 

THE cnMMISSiON ORDERS THAT: 

1. Au1:hoi"i ty and aporoval be, and hereby is . granted t o the 
Di vision of rli gnw~vs, State of Colorado, for construction, operation and 
mai ntenartt.e of a hi ghway/rail road qrade separation st r·1.1cture ori State 
Hi ghwa/ No. 95 over•passfog the Colorado and Southern Railway Company property
and tracks at rail road mi 1 eoost 8. 27 near the Jeffer-son-Adams County 1 i ne 
at 86th Avenue, State of Colorado. 

2. The wot k to be done, and payment thet'efor, shall an be 
performed and !)aid by the O-lvi sion of Hi ghwa_ys , State of Colorado, and the 
Colorado and Southern Railway Company as set forth in the Agreements, p1ans,
Speci fication! , and exh ibits , all as filed herein . 

3. The Divi sion of Highways, State of Colorado, shall mai ntai n 
its own bridge, piers, abutments s embankments~ surfaces and roadway drainage. 
The Colorado and Southern Railway Company shall continue t o ma intain their 
track, ran i."oad grades and operating facilities . 

4 , The Commission hereby retai ns j urisdict ion to make such 
further order or orders as may be requi red in the ins tant matter. 
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5 The order shall become effective forthwith. 

DONf: IN OPEN MEETING the 24th day of February. 1976. 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

Commissioners 
cp

CHAIRMAN EDWIN R. LUNDBORG ABSENT 
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