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(Decision No, 84164) 

BEFORE THE PU8LIC UTILITIES COMIUSSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

* * * 

IN TIlE MATTER OF THE JOINT APPLICATION l 
OF THE BENNET! TELEPHONE COMPANY AND 
THE EASTERN SLOPE RURAL TELEPHONE 
ASSOCIATION, INC., FOR AN ORDER AUTHOR-) 
IZING THE SALE AND TRANSFER OF ALL ) 
ASSETS, INCLUDING CERTIFICATE OF ) 
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE ANO NECESSITY. ) 

December 7, 1973 

APPLICATION NO . 26994 

RECOMMENDED DECISION OF ' 
CHRISTIAN O. IGENBERGS, 
EXAMINER 

GRANTING APPLICATION 

Appearances: Richard L. Greener, Esq., 
Aurora, Colorado, for 
Transferor Bennett Telephone 
Company; 

Frank Safranek, Esq., 
Limon, Colorado, for 
Transferee Eastern Slope 
Rural Telephone Association, Inc.; 

James A. VanderWal and 
James Richards, Denver. Colorado, 

of the Staff of the Commission. 

PROCEDURE AND RECORD 

Under date of September 21, 1973, Bennett Telephone Company, 

hereInafter ~eferred to by the full corporate name or as Bennett; and 

Eastern S10pe Rur'al Telephone Association, Inc . I hereinafter also refer

red to as Eastern Slope, filed a joint application with this Conmtssion 

requp.sting authority to sell and transfer the Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity of the Bennett Telephone Company and all 

assets, including an amount of $16,000 for an addition to the Central 

Office building presently under construction, and, excepting the present 

Bennett office bUllding, certain rental property, and associated land, 

to the Eas tern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc . , as specifically 

set forth in said application. 

The Commission assigned Docket No. 26994 to the aforesaid joint 

application, gave due notice in accordance with the provisions of 

Chapter 115. CRS 1963, as amended; and set the application for hearing 
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on Friday, rial/ember 9, 1973 , at 10 a.m. in the V. F. W. Hall ~ 1st and 

Palmer, in Bennett, Colorado, at which time and place it was heard by 

Christian O. Igenbergs, Examiner. to whom the matter had been assigned 

pursuant to law. 

Exhibits Nos, 1 through 3 inclusive were tendered and received 

into evidence . 

Official notice was taken by the Examiner of the Sale and 

Purchase Agreement between the parties and the service areas map as 

con tal ned in the files of the Commission. 

At the conclusion of the hearing. the Examiner ordered that 

certain exhibits, to wit: copies of the resolutions of the Boards of 

Directors of both Tr-ansferor and Transferee, authorizing the sale and 

purcha5e be filed with him as late-filed exhibits. The aforesaid late-

filed exhibits were duly and timely filed with the Examiner on 

Noyember 29. 1973. 

Willis O. Bassett, general manager of Transferee; Glen Razak~ 

consulting engineer i n telephony; Douglas A. Wagner, partner in the firm 

of Management Consultants in Woodburn~ Oregon ; and William Bordnet'~ 

president of the Transferor corporation~ testified at the hearing. 

At the conclusion of the hearing. the subject matter was taken 

under ad vi semen t . 

Pursuant to the proYisions of Chapter 115, Article 6, CRS 1963, 

as amended, Examlner Christian O. Igenbergs now transmits herewith to the 

Commission the record and exhtbits of this proceeding, together with a 

written recommended declsion which contains his findings of fact and 

conclusions the(eon~ together with the recoIIJlIended order or requirement. 

FINOINGS OF FACT 

Based upon all the evidence of record, the following is found 

as fact that: 

1. Transferor herein is a Colorado corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of the State of Colorado. It is a family 
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corporation with William P. Bordner, a resident of Bennett. Colorado, 

and his wife, Barbara Jean Bordner, each holding one half of the issued 

and outstanding stock of the corporation except for one share of said 

stock which is held by one Roy Wailes. 

2. Transferor holds a Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity authorizing Transferor, as a public utility, to render telephone 

service in its authorized service area. The aforesaid authority was 

granted to Transferor on June 28, 1960~ by Decision No. 54567. 

3, Transferee is a Colorado corporation dul y organized and 

existing under the laws of the State of Colorado, and is a rural telephone 

cooperative rendering telephone service within its service area to the 

members of the cooperative and other customers wi thin the afore~f. id 

service area. Furthermore~ Transferee is a public utility subject to 

the jurisdiction of this Commission and it holds a Certificate of Public 

Convenience and Necessity granted to Transferee by Decision No. 82242. 

"4. By agreement executed on August 28, 1973, by and between 

Transferor and Transferee~ Transferor Bennett agrees to sell and transfer 

the Certificate of PubllC Convenience and Necessity of the Bennett 

Telephone Company and all assets, including an amount of $16,OO~ for an 

addition to the Central Office building presently under construction, 

and excepting the present Bennett office building, certain rental property. 

and assoclated land~ and Transferee Eastern Slope agrees to purchase the 

Certiflcate of Public Convenience and Necessity heretofore granted to 

Bennett and described in the findings of fact, together with all assets, 

except the present Bennett office building, certain rental property, and 

associated land, of Bennett, for a purchase price of a total sum of 

$408,000. 

Tr"ansferor Bennett and Transferee Eastern Slope pray for 

approval by this Conlnission of sa id Agreement and authority to transfer 

the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity of Bennett from 

Bennett to Eastern Slope. 
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5. The Commission has jurisdiction over Transferor. Transferee, 

and the subject matter of this proceeding. 

6. The purchase price of $408,000, which will be paid by 

Eastern Slcpe to Bennett, is found to be fair and reasonable. 

7. Eastern Slope, "at the present, is authorized to render 

telephone service in a service area "in. parts of the following to~nt1es. 

State of Colorado, to wit: 

~Jas hington3 Kit Carson. Elbert, Lincoln. Cheyenne. 
Kiowa, Crowley, and Adams. 

8. In the aforesaid service area, which consists of approxi

mately 10.000 square ml1es in Eastern Colorado, Eastern Slope maintains 

nine (9) telephone exchanges and at the present time has approximately 

3,400 stations. The service area of Eastern Slope is rather static 

insofar as population and economi.c activity is concerned. In fact, the 

area does not experience any population growth and neither are there 

any new business enterprises attracting additional residents. Easter~ 

Slope is a modern·, not to say agressive, telephone company, which desires 

to increase its revenues and be able to modernize lts equipment so that 

it may be able to attract better qualified professional people familiar 

wi th the telephone i I'ldus try at h 1 gher sa I ari es than it can a fford to 

pay at the pre~ent, thus improvlng it5 service through the skill and 

knowledge of such professionals and their ability to etfect economies 

1n Ea stern Slope's operations . The only way to do so is by acquiring 

more service territory, in a growing area, both population-wi se and 

eCOllomically. 

Bennett has a service area bisected by Interstate 70, one 

of the busie~t interstate routes in the State of Colorado and v although 

at the present it has only 389 telephone customers, it can be reasonably 

anticipated that the number of customers served by Bennett will increase 

within the next few years by approximately 100-500 percent due to the 

construction or contemplated constructfon of several large trailer parks, 

location of several new industries, and a general growth of the residential 
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population. In Dther words, the Bennett service area is exactly an area 

of the kind Eastern Slope is looking for to increase and better its 

business both for the members of the cooperative and other customers. 

9. The .service areas of Bennett and Eastern Slope are not 

contiguous and yet the area of Bennett is within a reasonable distance 

of the WoodrQ\,/, Colorado, telephone ~exchange. a part of Eastern Slope's 

system. The customers of Bennett can easily be served by Eastern Slope 

without any great expenditures in connecting both service areas. 

10 . for the present tlme, Eastern Slope proposes to station 

one full-time employee, a telephone serviceman) in Bennett, and it is 

found as a fact that for the present time, that would be ample and suffI

cient to serve Bennett's customers. 

11. If this application is approved l Eastern Slope will not 

increase the rates paid by the customers of Bennett for telephone 

service for the present time or within the near foreseeab le future. 

12. All customers of Bennett, if this application were to be 

apprDved~ will be invited by Easte(n Slope to join the Transferee 

c.ooperatHe at a membersh ip fee of $5 per customer . 

13. The purchase of Gennett's Certificate and assets will 

involve the obtaining of a loan by Eastern Slope trom the Vnite,1 States 

Rural Electrification A<ininlstration 1n the amount of $700~OOO, both 

for the purpose of buying Bennett and upgradlng the service of the 

customers ot Bef'l;'lett to the standards of Eastern Slope. A loan conmit·~ 

ment and approval of this purchase and upgradlng ot service has been 

obtained from the aforesaid Federal authority by Eastern Slope (Expibit 

No.2). 

14 . Current assets of the Bennett Telephone Company on June 30, 

1973, consisted of approximately $22,500 and fi xed assets of approxi mately 

$166,600 resulting in total assets of approximately $189,100 . Current 

liab,lities consist of approximately $2,200 and long-term liabilities 
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of approximate ly $75,700; Proprletary Capital cons ists of capita l stock 

at $8,552, paid-in surplus of $40, earned surplus of $88,015, and 

retained earnings of $14,876, making the Proprietary Capital $111,484. 

80th Transferor and Transferee claim that the assets of Bennett 

have been under·-va 1 ued to a cons i derab 1 e extent due to i nadequ-"'. te 

accounting procedure~, wherefore Eastern Slope requests that an acqui

sition adjustment of $140,000 be allowed. The purchase price of $408,000 

results in an acquisition adjustment of $140,000 if a reappraisal of 

Bennettls properties as requested were to be allO\ved. After subtracting 

the net dollar value of $158,621 on the books of Bennett as it is now 

stated for Plant from the reappraised amount of $235,294. there remains 

an amount of $76,673 which Eastern Slope wishes to i~clude in, and 

thereby increase, its net plant value. 

15. From the evidence of record, the Examiner finds as a 

fact that Easte rn Slope has not convincingly substantiated its claim 

that d net book cost of Bennett's telephone p1ant is under ,o \lalued by 

$76,673 or any other specdic amount; and) therefore, an lncn:~a;e in 

book va lue of the properties being transferred and a resulting decrease 

in the acqulsltion adjustment amount below the $216,673. that results 

from the purchase price of $408,000 less net original book cost ot 

$191,327* cannot be allowed. 

16. The acquisition and operation of the publlc utility 

properties at Bennett by Eastern Slope will resu lt in lower operating 

costs with resulting benet·its to the ratepayers. 

)7 . lhe acquisition adJustment of $216,673, amortized over 

a period of fifteen (15) years wi ll lncrease operating expenses by approx~ 

·imately $14,445 annually, which is reasonable, and to this extent, shall 

be a burden on the ra tep.ay 'ng pub 1 t C; s uch burden ~ however pis be i ng 

offset and more than exceeded by the cost benefits in part accruIng from 

the transfers as follows : 

* - Total assets of $189, 137, plus the $16,000 central ott ice add't;on, 
less $7,983 net property retained by tran sferor, and $5)827 expenses 
associated with the acquisition equals $191 )327 . 
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f~arglns allocable to Bennett customers 
Savings in Income Taxes 

Total 

$26,388 
6,19!,. 

$32,584 

Other cost benefits, not definitely measurable at thi s time in dollars. 

will include reduced future financing costs and lower maintenance and 

operation costs. 

18 . lhe acquisition as described supra and as proposed, 

including amortization of the acquisition adjustment of $216,673 as an 

operating expense as described in the immediate preceding finding of 

fact will create sutficient net benefits for the ratepaying public and 

is, therefore, in the public interest and should be a.uthotlzed. 

19. The authority far the sale and transfer of the assets 

and the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity of Bennett to 

Ea~tern Slope 15 in the public interest. 

CONCLUSIONS ON FINDINGS OF FACT 

Based on the aforesaId findings at fact, it is concluded that: 

1. The transfer of the Certificate of Public Convenience and 

Necessity now held by Iransferor Bennett to Transferee Eastern Slope 

shou ld be authorized and approved by this COOlmission. 

2. Pursuant to 115··6··9 (2), CRS 1963, as amended, it is 

recommended by the Exam i ne r tha t the Corrmi 5S i on enter the fo 11 owi n9 

order. 

ORO E R 

THE COl1lHSSIOtl ORDERS THAT ; 

1. Transfer of the Certlfica.te of Publ ic Convenience and 

Necessity now held by Bennett Telephone Company, described in Finding 

No.2 above. to Eastern Slope Rural Tel ephone Association, Inc., and 

the sa le of certain of th~ assets and liabilities by the sel ler, Bennett 

Telephone Company, to the purchaser, Eastern Slope Rural Telephone 

Association, Inc., be, and hereby are, authorized and apPfoven. 

2. The acqulsition adjustment of approximately $216 ,673 

resulting hom this transfer to Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, 
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Inc.) amortized in equal amounts over a period of tlme ct fifteen (15) 

years by charge s to account No . 614 (Amortization of Telepnone Plant 

Acqu isi t i on Adjustments) be, and hereby is, authorized and approved. 

3. Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association. Inc . , be, and 

hereby i s , authorized to serve as a public utility rendering telephone 

service in the present service area of Bennett Telephone Comp~ny; and 

that this order shall' be deemed and held to be a CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC 

CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY therefor. 

4. The service area of Eastern Slope Rural Telerhone Associ

ation , Inc., shall hereafter consist of two non·.contiguous service 

areas. both Sdld service areas described as follows, to wit ~ 

AREA A: 

Beginning at the Southeast corner of Sectlon 21, Township 
20 South, Range 47 \~est; thence Westerly a distance of 
approxlmat,?ly 13 mIles to the Southwest corner of Section 21, 
Township 20 South~ Range 49 West; thence Southerly a d istance 
of 2 mil ~s to the Sou theas t co rner of Sect i on 32: T ownsh ; p 
20 South, Range 49 West; thence Westerl y a distance of app"rox'i
mate1i 32 lI2 miles to the Southwest corner of the Southeast 
quayter" at Section 36, TownShip 20 South, Range 55 We~t: 
ihence Nort h 0 distance of approximately 9 1/2 miles to the 
Nor thwest. (.(\' ner of the Southeast quarter of Section i3 
T cwnsh 1 r 19 Sou th, Rdnge 55 Wes t; thence fles ter 1 y a d i , {ance 
of approximate ly I 1/ 2 miles to the West quarter corner of 
Section 14 J lownship 19 So uth, Range 55 ~Jest, thence tloy"therly 
a distance of approximately 2 mi les to the Nor thwest corner 
of Sec ti on 2, TOVln5hlp 19 South, Rangp. 55 Hest; t.hence Hqsterly 
to t.he Southwest corner of Section 35, Township 18 Soutt., 
Ra nge 55 West ; thence Northerly a d istance of 4,1/2 miies to 
tne Northwest corner of the Southwest quart.er" of Section 11) 
Tmmsh lp 18 South, Range 55 Hf:st; thence ~Jesterl i a di.:.tance 
of 4 mi les to the Southwest corner of the Northwest qua'ter 
of Sec tion 7, TOI ... nsh 1p 18 South, Range 55 West; thence fl o"r-th 
to the Southeast corner of the Northeast quarter of Section 12 , 
Town~hlp 18 South, Range 56 West; thence Wester ly a di ~ tdnce 

at approx nnate1y 20 1/2 Ali les to the Southwest corner of the 
Northeast quarter of Section 10, TOI·mshlp l8 South. Ran~e 59 
West; thence Norther l y a distance of approximately 8 mil es to 
the center o"f Section 34, TOI·msh ip 16 South, Range 59 west; 
t hence Ea~t 5 mi les to the center of Section 33, Towns hin 16 
SQU th, Range 58 ~Je s t; thence Nor th 4 111 i I es to the cen ter at 
Sec t.lon 9, TOI'JIl ship 16 Soulh, Range 56 West; thence West 2 
miles t.o tile center of Section 7, lownslllp 16 South, Range 
58 \~est; thence North 1- 1/2 mi les to the Northeast COfner 
of the ~Ie ~t l i2 of Section 6, TOl'msh ip 16 South, Range 58 
Hest; thence East approximately one""eighth mi Ie to the South
~Jest corner of the East 1/2 of Section 31, Tm·msh ip 15 South, 
Rdnge 58 West; thence North 4 .. 1/2 miles to the center ot 
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Section 7, Township 15 South, Range 58 ~lesti thence East 2 
miles to the center of Section 9, TOI,nshlp IS South, Range 58 
We~t; thence North 9 miles to the center of Section 28 1 

Townsoip 13 South, Range 58 West; thence east 4-1/2 miles 
to the Northeast corner of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 30, 
Township 13 South, Range 57 West; thence Northerly a distance 
of 4 miles to the Northwest corner of the Southwest quarter 
of Section 5, Tm·mship 13 South, Range 57 West; thence 
Easterly a distance of 9··1/2 miles to the Northeast corner 
of the Southwest quarter of Section 2, Township 13 South; 
Range 5_6 West; thence Northerly a distance of 12 .. 1/2 mil~s 
to the tlorthl.,.est corner of the Northeast quarter of Section 
2, Tm'lnship 11 South, Range 56 West; thence Easterly a 
distance of .3 miles to the South quarter corner ot Section 
35. TownshIp 10 South, Range 56 West; thence Northerly a 
dlstanc.e of appr'ol(lmate1y 6 miles to the North quarter CI)rner 
of Section 2, lo ..... n<>hlp 10 Sout.h1 Range 56 '~e~t; thence 
Easterly 1·- 1/2 miles to the Southwest corner of Section 31, 
lownship 9 South, Range 55 West; thence northerly 14 miles 
to the Northl'lest corner of Section 30) Township 7 South) 
Range 55 We,t; thence Easterly 2-1/2 miles to the South 
quarter corner of Sec t ion 21, Township 7 South, Range 55 West; 
thence Northerly 3 miles to the Northl'lest co'ner of the 
Northeast qUd ... ter of Section 9, Tmln ship 7 South, Range 55 
~Je::t; thence Wester Iy I mi Ie to the Southl,.,est corner of the 
Southeast quart.e(' of Section 5, Township 7. South, Range 55 
West~ thence Northerly 7 miles to the North quarter ··c.o(ner 
of Section 5, Township 6 South. Range 55 ~/esti thence Eas-terly 
appro)llmateljo· .4 miles to the South quarter corner at SectIon 
32) TOI~n5h ip 5 Southl Range 55 West.; thence florth 8 miles to 
the Southl .. esl corner of the Southeast 1;4 of Section 20: Tm'lnship 
4 South, Ka:-1ge 55 ~Ie;t; thence running west api/(o";(i lllate ·lj 7-t/2 
miles to the Nortlll'je:;l corner of Sect10n 30, TO'rJnsn:p 4 South, 
Range 56 West; thence running North 4 mi le s to the North""c.;; t 
corner of Section 6t lown<>hip 4 Sout.h, Range 56 ~Jest; thence 
rUMI'ng ~lesl 2 mile :. to the SouthloJest cor-ner of Sec.tlun 35: 
TownshIp 3 Sout", Range 57 Hest; thence running North 6 milf::5 
to the Nor thwes t corner of Sect·ion 2, Township j South, Ronge 
57 West; thence running East 2 mi les to Northea.!:t cone' of 
Section 1, Township 3 SOI/th, Range S7 West; thence l"urmin~1 

12 mi·les North to the Northv/est corner of Section 6, TO\~i1ship 

I South I Range 56 West. thence running E[\st 1O ~ 1;2 m; leo:, to 
the Northeast corner of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 2. lo~Jn s hlp 
1 South, Range 55 West, thence running South 13 miles to the 
Southea<>t cotner of the Southhes-t 1/4 of SectIon 2, TOv/nshlp 
3 South, Range 55 West; thence East approximately 1 mile to 
the Northeast corner of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 12, Town
ship 3 South, Range 55 I~est; thence South 5 mjJes to the 
Southeast corner at the Southwest 1/4 of Section 36, ·Towiship 
3 South, Range 55 Westithence East l/2mi Ie to Northeast corner 
of Sect Ion I, TOloJnsh1p 4 SOIJth, Range 55 West; thence SO'Jtherly 
a distance of 6 mi les to the Southeast corner of Section 36, 
Township iI South~ Range 55 West; thence Easterly a distance of 
13 nllles t.o the Northea s. t corner of Section 6, Town ship r; 
South, Range 52 West ; thenc.e Southerly a dist.ance of 4 miles 
to the Southeast corner of Section 19, To't'Jnship 5 South, 
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Range 52 West; thence Easterly a distance of 5 mi les to the 
Northeas t corner of Sect i on 25 f T ownsh i p 5 Sou th 1 Range 52 
West; thence South a distance of 2 miles to the Southeast 
corner of Section 36, Township 5 South, Range 52 Hest; thence 
Easterly along the North boundary line of TO\o,fnship 6 South, 
a d;s~ance of approximately 6, mi les to the rJorth quarter 
corner of Sec t ion 6, TownshIp 6 South, Range 50 West; thence 
North approximately 1/4 mi Ie to the Nor th~1est corner ot the 
$outhlvest quarter of the Southwest quarter of Section 31 J 

Township 5 South. Range 50 West; thence Easterly approximately 
4~ J /2 mIles to the Northeast corner of the Southwest quarter 
of the Southl.,.est quarter ot Section 35, Town ship .5 South, 
Range 50 West; thence Southerly a distance of approximately 
27-1/4 mi 1es to the Southeast corner of Section 14, Township 
10 South, Range 50 We.l; thence Weste,ly arproximalely 2 ·1/2 
miles to the Uorth quarter corner of Section 21, TOI-mship 10 
South, Range 50 ~Jest ; thence Southerly along the center lines 
of Sections 21, 28 and 33, Township 10 South, and along the 
Easterly boundary lines of Sections 4, 9,16; 21, 28 and 33, 
Tovlns hip II South, flange 50 West to the Southeast corner of 
Section 33, l ownsh lp 11 South t Range 50 Westj thence Easterly 
along the North boundary line of Tovmship 12 South a distance 
of app,ox1mately 21 miles to t he Northeast corner of Section 
I, TOWIH>hlp 12 Sou th; Range 47 WeHi thence Southerly along 
the East boundary line of Range 47 ~Ie~t, a distance of approxi
mate ly 24 miles to the Southeast COfner of Section 36, Township 
IS South, Range 47 \'lest; thence Weste(ly to the Northea~t corner 
of Section 1, Township 16 South ~ Range 47 West; thence Southerly 
a d1stance of approximately 5··1/2 miles to the Southe.&st corner 
of Sec t ion 36. Town sh Ip 16 South, Range 47 Hesti thence Westerly 
a distance of 3 miles to the No(theast. corner of Section 4. 
TOl'lnstdp 17 Sou th ) Range 47 West; thence Southerly' a distance of 
dpprOt imately 22 mi Ie:. to the Southeast CQ('ner of Sect ion 21. 
Township 20 South, Range 47 West; the pOint of be9i r,ning, Kiowa 
Cf·O\,ley, Elbert; Uncoln, \-Jashington. Kit Carson f dJ1d Cheyenne 
Counties, State of Colorado. 

AREA S' 

BegInning at a pO int, ,~hich pO int 15 the ~oulhea~t 
corner of Section 36 , TDI-mship 5 South, and Range 
63 Hest.; thence proceeding northerly a distance 
of apJ roximate ly 27· 1j2 mi les to ihe east 1/4 corner, 
Section 13. Tmmshlp I South, Range 63 Ilesl; thence 
east 1 mile; thence north 2 mi les to the east 1;4 
co(nel" of Section 6 . Tmll1s hip 1 South, Ra nge 62 He ; t; 
thence west 3 mi les ~ thence south 1- 1/2 mi l e~; t.hence 
west 3 miles to t he northwest corner, Section 17 i 
Towl151ip 1 South, Range 63 ~/est; thence sou t h 4 mile~; 
thence '-lest 4 mi les to the northwe~t corner of Section 
3 t T m-msh I [J 2 Sou th. Range 64 \~es t j thence sou th appro)(i
mate 'ly 12 mi les to the southwest corner, Section 34. 
Towns hip 3 South I Range 64 \<Jesti thence east 2 Ini lesj thence 
south 6 nlll es; thence east 3 m; les; t hence south 6 mi les to 
the south\'1es t corner, Section 33, Township 5 South, Range 
63 Westj thence east 4 mi 1es to the point of beginning. 

5. Applicant Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc. 

sha ll, within 30 days of the completion of the acqu isition contemplated 

herein file with this Convnisslon a report showing the various Journal 

en tr j es cccas 10ned by such a~qu 1 sit i on and the amOUn t to be amort I zed • 
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6. I\ppllcant Uermetf Te lephone Company shall file with this 

Cormll~sion on or before I'larch 31 , 1974, a final annual report for that 

portion of 1973 in wh1ch it operated as a separate entity. 

7. The Applicant Eastern Slope Rural Te lephone Association, 

Inc. shall operate the utility property to be acquired from the Bennett 

Telephone Company in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of this 

Commlssion with respect to service, construct ion, maintenance, operation. 

accounting. and other matters applicable to telephone utilities. 

8. Applicant Eastern Slope Rural Telephone AssOCiation. Inc~ 

shall file I'lith this Commission rates and ta r iffs to make dlJallable to 

the customers served trom the properties acquired from Bennett Telephone 

Company, t.he sarne rate~ and tariffs presently in etfect with respect to 

the customers of Bennett Telephone Company of this date. 

9. TIll s Recommended Decision shall be ef fect hfe on the day 

it bec.omes the dec1S10n at' the Con"llll ss ion, 1f such be the case, and is 

entered a~ of the date herelndbove ~et out. 

10. A. p'ovlded by 115 ·6 ·9 (2), CRS 1963, a. amended, copies 

of t.h I S Recommended Dct.1 ~ I on sha 11 be served u~on t.he pa'( t 1 e ~: 't'lho may 

file ex ,,:,eptiolls thereto, but If no exceptions are tiled \·,..thin t.wenty 

(20) ddj'~ att ef ser'o/lce upon t he pad,ie!l or within !)uch extended period 

of time as the CO(1~n ISSlon md} authorize 1n writlng (copies of on)' such 

extension to be !)erved upon the partles)f or unles~ suth Det. l ; Ion is 

~tayed wIthin such time by the Commis.sion upon its own mot :orl? such 

RecOl"omended Dec I ~ i on sha 11 become the Dec i sian of thE" Corrrn i ~s 1 on dnd 

subject to the prov i Sions of 115 ~ 6 ·- 14, CRS 1963, as amended . 

J J • 

HIE PUBLIC UTILI! itS COJoiMISSION 
Of THE SlA TE vf COLORADO 

CHRIST IAN O. Jr,£NU£HGS 

------- ----'r;amJrier-
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