
• 

(Dec:ls1cm Bo. 45970) 

BDORB TBB PUBLIC tJrlLl'lDS CCHO:S:3ION 
OP ml STAm 0, COLCJW)O 

*** 

I1' TBB MA!l"mR a, TSE APPLICATION OP l
TBE AmBIBONI TOPEKA Mm 8AM'A PE 
RAIIM~ CCICPAta'1 DENVER, COLORADO, 
J'OR PERMISSIOK TO DI800lffllftB ITS APPLICATIOJI RO. 14272-AJDellled 
P.ABSDGER mAD8 Ba3. 223-102 A1ID l 
101-224 BE'lWED LA JUNTA ARD m:imm, 
COLOBADO. ------------------) 

June ll, 1956 

A,ppearancee: Grant., Sbafroth., Toll ml 
Mcller:dr1e., Eeqe • ., Den,,er., 
Colorado., for A,pplica:1:it; 

Dallu L. Cook, Denver, (~olo
rado, for Denver Cbaliber ot 
Camnerce; 

Lowe P. Siddons., Coloradc> Spr1Dgs., 
Colorado, tor Holly S1LJgar 

Cc::JII.P&,DY, Colorado Spr:Lngs 
Chad>er ot Camnerce; 

E. A. Pemberton, FUeblo, Colorado, 
tor Pueblo Chamber of Cclllaerce; 

w. E. Skinner, Pueblo, Cc:>lorado, 
for Brotherhood of Ra:Llway 
Traimeu; 

Paul F. Potter, AmarilloJ, Texas, 
for Brotherhood of Loc:amoti'Ye 
Engineers; 

B. R. Taylor, Amarillo, ~l'exas, 
for Brotherhood of Ra:Llway 
Caaiuctors; 

Ted Buckstein., Pueblo, Cc>lorado, 
tor Pueblo Manutactu:rc,rs and 
Distributors Oivis1cm ot 
Pueblo Chamber of Camnerce; 

John L. Mclfeill, Denver, Colorado, 
tor the Commission. 

By the Camaiasiai: 

By the instant application, The Atchisc:::m., Topeka and 

Santa Pe Railway COlllpa,Dy seeks authority to discc:::mtinue operation 

ot Passenger Trains Ros. 223-102 and 101-224., be~cween Denver., 

Colorado, and La Junta., Colorado. 

Tbe application discloses that &pplleatlt &180 operates 

Passenger Trains Ros. 13-130 BD1 llf.l-14., between the same points. 
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If this application is granted., applicant's Trains 

Jfos. 13-130 and 141-14 will be re-scl1,eduled., so that all con

ne<?tions at La Junta., in all directions., will be to Trains Nos. 

19 8lld 20, one ot the Santa Pe's better trains, usi12g lighter 

equipnent, with better acccnaoa.aticms tban Trains Boa. 123 am 124. 

Through P11JJma,n aDl chair cars will be prov.lded, Yhich v1ll mow 

:rrcn Denver to La J\mta on Train 1'0. 141-14, &lld thence east or 

vest on Trains Ros. 19 am 20., am those vhich will cane into 

La Junta :trom the east and west on Traills Bos. 19 am 20 vill be 

transferred at La Junta to Trains Bos. 13 am 130 tor mowment to 

Denver, so that passengers Yill no longer need to change cars·at 

La Junta, Colorado. 

The above application, atter numerous protests were 

received, vas set tor formal hearing., at the Court Bouse, Pueblo, 

Colorado, on 'l'Uesday, May 29, 1956, 8lld at the conclusion ot the 

tat1ug ot ev.ldence, the matter was taken um.er advisement. 

On behal.:r of applicant., the evidence disclosed that 

applicant is presently operating Trains Bos. 223 8lld 102 am 

101-224-, which operate daily between La Junta 8lld Denver., am 

also operates Passenger Trains lfos. 13-130 and 141-14 between the 

same points. The present schedules tor applicant's trains between 

these points are as tollovs: 

BORTBBOQID S011.l!IBOORD 
lo. l.3-130 Bo. 223-!ffl! Station no. !o!-~Ji lo. Iii-iii 

6::J6 PM 8:io All IF tiJ'imta AR !0:05 M 4:30 All 
s8:l7 AM Sv1nk 

s6:42 PM 118:28 All Boclcy' Ford s9:34 HI s3:35 AM 
a8:37 AM JlanMDOl.a t3:22 AN 
s8:50 All J'ov~er &3:12 All 
t9:o8 AM Boone 

I 
' - s9:16 All Avondale 

t9:22 AM DeTiDe 
s7:35 PM &9:35 AM Pueblo s8:35 PJI s2:05 All 

cl0:19 AM J'OlDltain '17:59 HI 
a8:i.6 HI sl0:45 All Colorado Springs s7:45 HI sl:15 All 

cll:15 All Monument c7:13 PM 
tll:22 All Palmer Lake c7:o8 PM 
tll:32 .All Larkspur t6:55 HI 
cll:42 AM Castle Rock t6:43 HI 
cll:51 AM Sedalia c6:32 HI 
fi2:CTT PM Littleton c6:J.8 PM 
cl2:ll PM Bnglevood 

10:30 PM 12:30 PM Ar Denwr LV 6:00 PM ll:30 PM 
s - denotes regular atop l - denotes tiai stop c - denotes coiiUt!Oil&l. 
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Applicant proposes to institute the following service,r 

• 

if Trains Nos. 223-102 am. 101-224 are discontinued: 

BOR'l'BBOtlRD SOUl'JIBOtJND 
Bo. l3-l30 STATIO?l io. 141-143:00 AK Lv-.ti.--Jun---.-ta_______Ar_ 9:30 PM 

s3:07 AM Swinlt 9:10 PM 
&3:20 AN 
t3:31 All 

Rocky J'ol'd 
Manzanola 

18:56 HI 
t8:47 PM 

t3:45 AM l'OWler t8:37 HI 
t4: <>7 AN l3oone 8:20 PM 
f'4:15 AK AVOJdale s8:15 PM 
f4: 22 AM Devine 8:07 PM 
s4:4o All Pueblo s7:50 PM 
5:31 AM Fountain t7:14 HI 

s6:00 AK 
6:36 AM 

Colorado Springs 
Monument 

s7:00 PM 
6: 'Z7 PM 

f6:43 .AM Palmer Lake 6:21 PM 
f6: 54 AM 
1:05 AM 

Larkspur 
castle Bock 

t6:o6 RC 
f5: 52 PM 

7:14 AM Sedalia 5:42 HI 
t7:32 AM Littleton 5:22 PM 

7.a 36 AM 
8 :00 AM 

Englewood 
A:r Denver Lv 

5:1.8 PM 
5:00 PM 

s - denotes regular stop. 
t - denotes flag stop. 

Bo. 13-130 stops any station La Junta to Denver to dis
charge passengers from beyom. La Junta. 

Bo. 141-14 stops &JJY station Denver to La Junta to 
receive passengers tor beyom La Junta; 
and discharge passengers trom Denver am. 
beyom. 

WBST.BOUllD --..,._....,,...__ ~--~ 
Bo.19 io.11 lfo.2l lfo.J.b Station iio.B' Bo.22 lfo.124 io:I8 Bo.20 
9:0oAll'""T:0'0PII 5:45!1 i2:ol.BI tv chlcaso,Ar 4:3<Wi 1:15AM 3:00HI i2:30PII 3:301'1 
': . Ill• 

•4:30HI 2:45AM 1 :15AM 9:30HI Lv Kana.C1tyLv6:00PNll:20PM 6:30AM 4:50AM 7:45AM 
' Mo. 

7:30HI 5:50AM lf.:l5AK 2:10AM Lv Bewton,K.rv3:25PII 8:05PM2:25AK 1:35.AII 4:20AII 

ll:5bl'il 9:50AX 8:15AM 8:o5AII Lv LiJtJim Lv 7:30AM 1:55Pil>:35PM 7:30PK ib:ioMI 
COID 

7:10AM 5:45HI 3:55BI 5:lOIH Lv Albuquer-LV9:25BC 6:55AMl0:20AJU2:25HI 3:20PM 
que 

10:30HI 8:30AM 7:15AM ll:55AM Ar LoaAng- Lv.l2aAN 1:30PM 1:15PM 7:00PM 10:00PII 
eles 

Applicant further contems that in recent years, passenger business 

baDd Jeel by applicant• s trains betwen Denver and La Junta bas dec11necl. 

to the point vbere continuance of two trains each dq in each direction 

is no lal'lger Justified -- in fact6 the op9rati011 of these trains shon 

a net incme deficit ot $443,648.00, as discl.osed byBXb1b1t Bo. 13, 
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tor the Months ot January to December, 1955, 1nclus1ve. rt was 

tmtller disclosed that the nud:>er of puaengers carried tor the 

Jfmth ot Decemer, 1955, amcnmted to 6,uJa., and the interstate 

portion thereof uaountecl to Ja.,230 passengers, as disclosed by 

Bxbibit No. 13, an Sheet Bo. 13 ot aa1d Bxhibit. 

,e rt vu turther 1Dlicated that applicant Yill put on 

light, 1.mprowd equi];lllmt, cODSist1Dg ot two chair cars and two 

P11JlJDN1s -- one chair car and one Pull-» going east, and the 

other going vest. 'l'his vUl AJ1m;fnate dvmgfng cars at La Junta 

tor all interstate passengers. 

rt was f'urther disclosed that it Trains Bos. 223-102 

am. lOl.-224- are discontinued, the mil and express now transported 

by these trains v:l.ll. thereafter be transported by ~ Noa. 

13-14-') and 141-14, and by mil trucks operated by the Express 

Cc:impany. In arq event, service Yill be proTiclecl tor the trana

portaticm. of mil and express, and applicant's Yitnesses contended 

it will be an improvecl service. 

We have attempted to brief:q INllll&1'ize the teati.11101Q' of 

tbe officials ot tbe railroad. In amliticm., public Yitneases 

appeared in support ot the application. 

Lowe P. S:lddons, Trattic ~'?' tor Holly Sugar Cc:npvv, 

&Dd a mmnber ot the ft'anaportaticm. Ccad.ttee ot the Colorado 8pr1ngs 

Chamber ot camaerce, teatif'ied he was supporting the application 

on behalf' ot Ro~ Sugar CC'lllp&lV &Dd Colorado 8pr1ngs Cbamber ot 

Caaaerce. Ke sa:14 his CallDittee had investigated the .-i,pl.ication, 

&Dd it was their opinion tl:at the service now proposed by appli

cant wou14 bnef'it Colondo Spr1Dgs, as it wul4 give that city 

improvecl service to Chicago and points senecl by the santa J'e 

Ratlroa4; that his Collllittee al.so ~elt that the service to Albu-

cperque enll points in the southwest -- especi~ to Southern 

C&Utornia -- wou14 also be improvecl. 

Ted Buckatein, representing tbe Pueblo Chuiber ot Caa

merce, agreed Yith the testU10D7 of Mr. Sicl4cms, am. testin.ecl in 
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s~ of the application. 

DaJ.J.a.s L. Cook, Director of Transportation of the 

Transportation Department of the Denwr Chamber of Commerce, 

stated he appeared 1n that capacity. He stated that Denver, 

for the past ten years, has had a serious problem in its rail 

transportation of passengers to the south am. southwest. l[e 

felt that the nev service ottered by applicant would :f.Dl>rove 

service, and recommended that applicant ate further stuiies 

1n an attempt to further iDq,rove rail passenger service to the 

south ao1 to the southwest. The witness emphasized that over• 

night service to Albuquerque "is a must," but conclmed his 

testi.mmly by stating that the Denver Chamber of Commerce approves 

this application. 

Several representatives of the Brotherhoods appeared, 

and made statements as to their positions. Among those appearing 

were the following: w. E. Skinner, Pueblo, Colorado, of the 

Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen,; R. R. Taylor, ot the Brotherhood 

of Railway Conductors, and Paul F. Potter, of the Brotherhood 

of Locomotive Engineers. 

From the record, as a whole, it is impossible to escape 

the conclusion that the operation of passenger service between 

Denver and Ia J\mta by applicant herein constitutes a serious 

financial b'Ul'den upon The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa l!'e Bail'WIQ' 

Ccmq,any. We must, therefore, weigh the operating economies of 

curtailing passenger service ae;ainst the public convenience and 

necessity of the ccmmmities a.tf'ected by the c'Ul"tailment. 

The record before us ir:dicates that the Chambers of 

Ccmnerce of the three largest ron,mrni'ties -- that is, Denver, 

Pueblo, and Colorado Springs -- who are served by applicant, 

favor this curtailment, and ask f'or improved equipnent and 

better connections to the east and wist. In other words, the 

Chambers of Commerce of the three cities realize that the oper

ation of two passenger trains a day each way between Denver and 
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I.a Junta is not ec.ont:im.ica.lly fea.slble . 

T:t:.e most regretta"t:>le part of the situa,tion before us 

is the fact that em11loyment wiJ_l be decreased . E,ut this is not 

of sufficient :magnit~ne to ,ju.stify requiring a'.P]1licant to continue 

oper·ation of' said tra.i.nf'- . 

We do not believe it advisable, at this time, to make 

8JJY definite Findings as to the im:pro-ved equipment and more di.rect 

connec:tio:a.s off'ered by appl.icant , beyond the fact tbat it should 

be suffic.-ient to meet the needs of the traveling public, and should 

be in accord.a.nee ,n:t.::i the promises and agreements existing between 

applicant a."'ld. the various interested G:i.ambe:r-s of' Commerce. 

F INDINGS 

Afte:::- r'.a.ref\u. cons:i.de:ration of t.1:i.e re~o:rd, the Commission 

i.s of' the opinionp and finds, that public conven.ience and ne~cessity 

require t.he g;ra.nting of t:~e inst.ant application, for the reasons 

set forth in our preceding Statement., -which :i.s incorporated herein, 

by referen:::e. 

ORDER 

TEE COMMISSION' ORDERS: 

That The Atchison., Topeka., and Santa Fe Railway Company 

should be, and it hereby is, authorized. to discontinue operation 

of its Passenger Trains nos. 223-102 and 101- 224., between Denver, 

Colorado, and La. ,Tunta, Golore.do. 

This Order shall become effective July 1, 19560 

THE PUBLIC Pl'ILITIES COMMISSION 

• 
Dated at Denver, Colorado, 

Conm!issioners.this 11th day of ,Tune , 1956. 
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