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Kim Bonner, Routt County, CO 

STANDING PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 2020-02 
LIMITING GATHERINGS OF PEOPLE 
ROUTT COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

Recitals 

A. Routt County Resolution 2009-018, established the Routt County Public Health 
Agency, pursuant to C.R.S. § 25-1-506, designating the Board of County Commissioners of 
Routt County as the Routt County Board of Health ("Board ofHealth"). 

B. Public Health has the statutory authority to investigate and control the causes of 
epidemic or communicable diseases and conditions affecting public health, as well as to 
establish, maintain, and enforce isolation and quarantine, and to exercise physical control over 
persons within its jurisdiction as necessary for the protection ofpublic health. C.R.S. § 25-1-506 
(3)(b )(V) and (VI). 

C. Public Health has the statutory authority to close schools and public places and to 
prohibit gatherings ofpeople when necessary to protect public health. C.R.S. § 25-1-506. 

D. Public Health has jurisdiction for both incorporated and unincorporated Routt 
County. C.R.S. §25-1-506(2)(a). 

E. The Director General ofthe World Health Organization has declared that 
COVID-19 constitutes a Public Health Emergency oflntemational Concern and characterized it 
as a pandemic. The Secretary of the U.S. Department ofHealth and Human Services has 
declared COVID-19 constitutes a public health emergency and on March 13, 2020, the President 
ofthe United States declared a National Emergency. On March 10, 2020, Colorado Governor 
Jared Polis declared a State ofDisaster Emergency. The Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment has confnmed that COVID-19 continues to spread throughout the State of 
Colorado, and community transmission of the illness has been confirmed in Routt County. On 
March 13, 2020, Routt County declared a local disaster. 

F. In consultation with the Routt County Public Health Director and the Routt 
County Public Health Medical Officer, the Board of Health issues these orders to slow the spread 
ofthe COVID-19 virus. 

G. These actions are some ofthe most available and. effective tools to help slow the 
spread of the virus in our community-and, importantly, to reduce the number of potential 
deaths caused by COVID-19. By slowing the spread, we have a chance to protect our family, 
friends, and neighbors who are at risk for severe illness. In particular, this includes all adults over 
age 60 and anyone ,vith an underlying health condition. 

These actions will limit the cascading impacts on critical services due to high 
absenteeism if large numbers ofworkers become ill. This Order and actions will help hospitals, 
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:first responders, and other healthcare services continue to provide services for those who need 
them ( along with utilities, human services, and businesses} in the coming weeks and months. 
Collective action can save lives and is in support ofthe most vulnerable in our community. The 
more united we can be in preventing the spread the greater the benefit for the whole community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED: 

I. This Order is effective within the entirety ofRoutt County, including all cities and 
towns within the County. 

2. The issuance of this Order is deemed reasonable and necessary for the 
preservation ofthe public health, safety and welfare. 

3. All individuals within Routt County shall limit their gathe1ing with other 
individuals who are not in their immediate household. Any gathering of five or more people
who are not members ofthe same household is prohibited. This includes but is not limited to 
outdoor activities, by way of example and without limitation, walking, hiking, rnnning, or 
standing. Gatherings of any number of people shall comply with any state or local rules, orders, 
or guidelines regarding social distancing, including the Social Distancing Requirements set forth 
herein. 

4. All businesses that remain open must meet the following Mitigation 
Requirements: 

a. Businesses smaller than 1,000 square feet shall limit its customers to no 
more than five in the business at any one time. The Social Distancing 
Requirements must be met. 

b. Businesses larger than 1,000 square feet may allow more customers at any 
one time so long as the Social Distancing Requirements are met and those 
Requirements are posted in an obvious fashion at each entry to the 
business. 

c. All businesses must have a cleaning process in place to reduce cross­
contamination by customers when using pens, credit card machines, 
counters!) gas pumps, and any other item that is touched by more than one 
person. 

d. The Social Distancing Requirements include, but are not limited to, while 
customers are standing in checkout line, while customers are standing in 
line to enter the business, and while shopping or otherwise conducting 
their business. 

5. Social Distancing Requirements include: 
a. Limiting contact ofpeople at least 6 feet from each other 
b. Linriting contact to less than 10 minutes 
c. Washing hands with soap and water for at least twenty seconds as 

frequently as possible or using hand sanitizer 
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d. Covering coughs or sneezes into the sleeve or elbows 
e. Regularly cleaning high-touch surfaces 
f. Not shaking hands 

6. For purposes of this Order, all first responders, emergency management 
persom1el, emergency dispatchers, court personnel, law enforcement personnel, daycares, child 
care and schools, gatherings at goven1111ental meetings and ftmctions, and gathe1ings necessary 
for employment are exempt from this Order. 

7. .Most Restrictive Standard Controls. To the extent any State and/or Federal 
orders or laws are more restrictive than what is set forth herein, such orders control. 

8. Judicial Review. Any person aggrieved and affected by this Order has the right 
to request judicial review by filing an action with the Routt County District Court within 90 days 
ofthe date of this Order, pursuant to C.R.S. § 25-1-515. However, you must continue to obey 
the tenns ofthis Order while your request for review is pending. 

9. Penalties. Failure to comply with this Order is subject to the penalties contained 
in C.R.S. §§ 25-1-516 and 18-1.3-501, including a fme ofup to five thousand ($5,000) dollars 
and imprisonment in the county jail for up to eighteen (18) months and may subject the person to 
a civil action for damages. 

10. This Order is effective as of 5:00 p.m. March 24, 2020 and is in effect through 
April 24, 2020, unless extended or earlier rescinded. 

ORDERED THIS 24th day of March, 2020. 

BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH FOR ROUTT CO~TY, COLORAD.O. 

~7/ 1/. L-~ 
~~ ~ Corrigan, Chair 
N ....·•.. 

onner, 
Routt County Clerk and Recorde1 , 
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