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Appendix A 
Tom Darin

306 Edgevale Rd.

Baltimore MD 21210

307-690-8789

Tom Darin joined Western Resource Advocates in February 2007 as an attorney focusing on energy transmission for renewable energy sources while also ensuring protection for lands and wildlife resources in the Western U.S.  Previously, he worked with the Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance and the Wyoming Outdoor Council, where he focused on the impacts of oil and gas extraction on public lands and national forests in Wyoming.  His work has led to published articles and strategic policy advances on many facets of western energy policy – from coal-bed methane development in the Rocky Mountains to the role that renewable energy and supporting transmission will play in the West’s new energy economy.  
Tom is on the Board of the Transmission Expansion Planning Policy Committee, which oversees transmission planning within the Western Interconnection; is on the Board of the Colorado Renewable Energy Development Infrastructure Project; and is on the Steering Committee of the National Wind Coordinating Collaborative.  Tom is Co-Chair of the Technical Committee that is overseeing the Western Renewable Energy Zone Initiative, a joint effort by the Western Governors’ Association and Department of Energy to find the best renewable resource areas in the region that are suitable for utility-scale renewable energy and transmission development.  In 2008, Tom testified before Congress regarding the Departments of Energy/Interior West-Wide Energy Corridor designation process and the role that new transmission corridors should play in facilitating renewable energy development.  
Tom earned a BA in Political Science from the University of Notre Dame, received his JD from Northern Illinois University, College of Law, and has worked towards a master’s degree in resource conservation. He is a licensed attorney in the states of Illinois, Colorado, Montana, and Wyoming.
WORK

EXPERIENCE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY


Washington,  D.C.



Transmission Planning and Siting Specialist 

September 2009 – Present

In DOE’s Office of Electricity, leading efforts to develop regional transmission plans, focusing on resource and transmission planning under a variety of scenarios including the role of demand-side management and energy efficiency.  Assisting in developing and implementing the Administration’s transmission policy, emphasizing the interconnection of renewable energy and low-carbon resources.  Serving as a liaison for transmission and siting policy issues between DOE and Western Governor’s Association, Western Electricity Coordinating Council, the Departments of Interior and Agriculture, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, the White House Council on Environmental Quality, the renewable energy industry and environmental groups.



WESTERN RESOURCE ADVOCATES


Boulder,  CO



Energy Transmission Attorney



February 2007 – September 2009


Developed and led a campaign in the western U.S. to accelerate the planning and siting of transmission needed for renewable energy development.  Working with the renewable energy industry, utilities, merchant transmission companies, environmental groups and state/federal policymakers, developed the “Smart Line” guide for renewable energy transmission planning and siting.  With transmission planning engineers, developed renewable energy transmission strategies for Nevada, Arizona and New Mexico.  Co-chair of Western Governor’s Association’s Western Renewable Energy Zone Initiative. 



JACKSON HOLE CONSERVATION ALLIANCE
Jackson, WY



Staff Attorney and Public Lands Director



September 2003 – February 2007



Developed and led successful legal and policy campaigns to reduce impacts from energy development to natural resources within the Bridger-Teton National Forest and Grand Teton National Park – including work with the Clean Water, Clean Air, National Environmental Policy and Endangered Species Acts.  



WYOMING OUTDOOR COUNCIL


Lander, WY



Staff Attorney:  January 2000 – September 2003



Created innovative legal and policy campaign that served as the model used to ensure responsible coalbed methane development in the Rocky Mountain states, including air and water quality impacts in the region. 

HINSHAW & CULBERTSON



Rockford, IL

Associate Attorney, October 1996 – October 1998
Practice areas and trial work included commercial litigation, bankruptcy and complex federal litigation.  

THE HONORABLE MAGISTRATE JUDGE P. MICHAEL MAHONEY



U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

Rockford, IL
Law Clerk, August 1994 – October 1996


Drafted orders relating to attorney-client privilege, work-product privilege and general discovery as well as substantive issues concerning complex civil rights and environmental law.  

EDUCATION
The University of Montana.  January to December 1999.  One year of course-work towards a Master’s Degree in the field of resource conservation and ecology.  




Northern Illinois University, College of Law.   J.D. received May, 1993.   Honors included: Magna Cum Laude (Class rank of 8/87 students); Law Review; Dean’s Scholarship for 1991/92 and 1992/93 academic years.  Law licenses include: Illinois (1993); Colorado (1994); Montana (1999); Wyoming (2001).  

University of Notre Dame.  B.A., Political Science received May, 1990.  Cum Laude graduate. 

PROFESSIONAL


AFFILIATIONS

May 2008-October 2009.  Co-Chair, Technical Committee, Western Renewable Energy Zone Initiative (Western Governor’s Association and Department of Energy). 

Sept. 2008-October 2009.  Advisory Board, Colorado Renewable Energy Development Infrastructure Project.  

Dec. 2007-June 2008.  Member and Lead Drafter, Wildlife Corridors Initiative:  Renewable Energy & Transmission Working Group (Western Governor’s Association).  

June 2007-October 2009.  Steering Committee, National Wind Coordination Collaborative.  

Feb. 2007-October 2009.  Board Member, Transmission Expansion Planning Policy Committee (which oversees all transmission planning within the western U.S./WI)
______________________________________________________________________________________________
ARTICLES &

PUBLICATIONS

Tom Darin, Renewable Energy Transmission Strategy for Arizona (Nov. 2008). 

Tom Darin and Theo Stein, Smart Lines:  Transmission for the Renewable Energy Economy (June 2008).

Thomas F. Darin, Water & Coalbed Methane Extraction:  Newfound Impacts and Water Quality Mitigation Efforts, 3 The Water Report 5 (2004).    

Thomas F. Darin, Waste or Wasted? – Rethinking the Regulation of Coalbed Methane Byproduct Water in the Rocky Mountains.  A comparative analysis of approaches to CBM produced water quantity legal issues in Utah, New Mexico, Colorado, Montana and Wyoming, 17 J. Envtl. L. & Litig. 281 (2002).  

Thomas F. Darin and Travis Stills, Preserving Our Public Lands:  A Citizens Guide to Understanding and Participating in Oil and Gas Decisions Affecting our Public Lands (2002).

Thomas F. Darin and Amy W. Beatie, Debunking the Natural Gas “Clean Energy” Myth:  Coalbed Methane in Wyoming’s Powder River Basin, 31 Envtl. L. Rep. 10566 (2001).

Thomas F. Darin, Designating Critical Habitat Under the Endangered Species Act:  Protecting Habitat Versus Agency Discretion, 24 Harv. Envtl. L.  Rev. 209 (2000).

Thomas F. Darin, The Bureau of Land Management’s Proposed Surface Management Regulations for Locatable Mineral Operations:  Preventing or Allowing Degradation of the Public Lands?, 35 Land & Water L. Rev. 309 (2000).   
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______________________________________________________________________________________________
SELECTED PUBLIC 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS


Sept. 28, 2009:  National Wind Coordinating Collaborative – Exploring the Transmission and Wildlife Interface Renewable Energy Zone Planning:  Western Renewable Energy Zones and Wildlife  (Web Presentation).  

July 27, 2009:  National Wind Coordinating Collaborative – Exploring the Transmission and Wildlife Interface Renewable Energy Zone Planning:  Colorado Transmission Planning for Renewable Energy (Web Presentation).  

June 11, 2009:  Transmission Expansion Planning Policy Committee (Western Electricity Coordinating Council):  Non-Governmental Organization Participation in Regional Transmission Planning in the Western U.S. (San Francisco, CA). 

Feb. 28, 2009:  Public Interest Environmental Law Conference:  The West’s Renewable Energy Economy:  Projects, Power Lines and Public Lands (Eugene, OR).  
Feb. 26, 2009:  Consultative Group on Biological Diversity Funders Briefing:  Renewable Energy, Transmission and Protecting Western Public Lands (Washington, DC).
Jan. 23, 2009:  Governor’s Gibbons’ Renewable Energy Transmission Access Advisory Committee:  Overview of Western Resource Advocate’s Renewable Energy Transmission Strategies for Nevada (Carson City, NV).  

Jan. 12, 2009:  Colorado Public Utilities Commission:  Transmission Solutions for Colorado’s New Energy Economy (Denver, CO).

Nov. 17, 2008:  Geothermal Energy Finance & Investment Summit:  Geothermal Energy Regional Planning for Transmission and Project Siting (Palm Springs, CA).  

Oct. 31, 2008:  Colorado Gov. Ritter’s Energy Office Briefing:  Renewable Energy Transmission Initiatives in the Western U.S. (Denver, CO).

Sept. 30, 2008:  2nd Concentrated Solar Power Summit US:  A Holistic Approach to Renewable Energy Transmission Planning (San Francisco, CA).  

Aug. 20, 2008:  The Nature Conservancy and American Wind & Wildlife Institute Briefing, Wildlife Protections and State Power Line Permitting Authorities, (Boulder, CO).  
July 22, 2008:  Western Environmental Law Center’s Conference on Wildlife Corridors and Renewable Energy:  Smart Lines:  Transmission for the Renewable Energy Economy (Durango, CO).     

July 20, 2008:  National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissions (Subcommittees on Electricity & Electric Reliability):  Western Renewable Energy Generation and Transmission:  The Western Renewable Energy Zone Initiative (Portland, OR).  

June 11, 2008:  Dept. of Energy Workshop for the 2009 National Electrical Transmission Study:  Environmental Concerns and Solutions for Congested Power Lines (San Francisco, CA).

April 29-30, 2008:  Southwest Area Transmission Sub-regional Planning Group Quarterly Meeting:  Proposed Renewable Energy and Transmission WGA Wildlife Corridor Recommendations (Albuquerque, NM).  
April 29-30, 2008:  Southwest Area Transmission Sub-regional Planning Group Quarterly Meeting:  West-wide Energy Corridors and Renewable Energy (Albuquerque, NM).  
April 1, 2008:  The Funders’ Network 2008 Annual Conference:  Clean Wind Energy and Colorado:  Sustainable Transmission Solutions (Denver, CO).  
Feb. 13-14, 2008:  Electric Utility Consultants Inc. Conference on Centralized Solar for Electric Generation:  Renewable Energy Transmission Solutions and Federal Corridor Initiatives (Denver, CO).  
Oct. 24, 2007:  Rocky Mountain Energy Campaign’s Sixth Annual Meeting:  Smart Lines for Renewable Energy Transmission and Wildlife Protection (Boulder,  CO).  

Sept. 29, 2007:  Wyoming Outdoor Council’s Conference on Staking a Claim for Sustainability: Energy and the Future of Wyoming:  The Renewable Energy Transformation in the West:  Protecting Western Public lands and Wildlife (Lander, WY). 

Sept. 26, 2007:  Organizer and Moderator, Western Transmission and Wildlife Needs at a Crossroads Workshop, (Ft. Collins, CO).  

July 31, 2007:  Southwest Renewable Energy Conference:  Toward A Shared Vision – The Role of Western Public Lands and Renewable Energy Generation and Transmission (Boulder, CO).
Nov. 30, 2006:  Jackson Hole Wildlife Symposium:  Energy Development and Impacts to the Bridger-Teton National Forest (Jackson, WY).  

October 17, 2005:  National Park Service, Eighth Biennial Scientific Conference on the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem – Greater Yellowstone Public Lands:  The Death of Environmentalism and A Shift Towards Community Created Conservation (Mammoth, WY).  

June 17, 2004:  Natural Law Resources Law Center, Groundwater in the West Conference:  Coalbed Methane – Overview of Ownership and Water Quality Issues (Boulder, CO).

Dec. 17, 2002:  D.C. Bar, Environment and Natural Resources Section:  Mineral Extraction on Public Lands (Wash. D.C.).

Dec. 6, 2002:  MT Bar Assoc., Coalbed Methane Conf.:  Coalbed Methane – Environmental Issues and Perspective (Billings, MT).
April 4-5th, 2002:  Coalbed Methane Development in the Intermountain West:  Natural Resource Law Center, University Colorado School of Law:  Background and Overview Panel – Water Quantity Issues (Boulder, CO).
March 7-9, 2002:  Public Interest Environmental Law Conference,  University of Oregon, School of Law:  Three separate panels included public lands issues, oil and gas extraction and coalbed methane legal issues (Eugene, OR).

November 16-17, 2000:  Wyoming Heritage Foundation, Wyoming Business Council:  Energy Development in Wyoming – Coalbed Methane and Looking to the Future (Casper, WY).
October 6, 2000:  American Law Institute, “Federal Lands in the West”:  Mineral Extraction Panel (Jackson, WY)
