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I. STATEMENT

1. On October 28, 2016, Dallas Creek Water Company, Inc. (Company) filed Advice Letter No. 4 for a general rate increase and tariff sheets with a proposed effective date of December 1, 2016.  The procedural history of this proceeding is set out in previous Decisions, and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context. 
2. By Decision No. R16-1122-I (Mailed Date of December 7, 2016), pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and Rule 1305(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 (2015), the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) suspended the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 4 for an additional 90 days – that is, to and including June 29, 2017.  
3. Previous decisions have acknowledged the Intervention as of Right by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) (Decision No. C16-1094, Mailed Date of November 30, 2016) and granted the permissive interventions of the Association of Dallas Creek Water Users, Inc. (ADCWU) and Fairway Pines Estates Owners Association (FPEOA) (Decision No. R17-0016-I, Mailed Date of January 9, 2017).  The Parties to this proceeding are the Company, Staff, ADCWU, and FPEOA. 
4. Decision No. R17-0004-I (Mailed Date of January 4, 2017) established a procedural schedule and set the evidentiary hearing for March 13 and 14, 2017.  Decision No. R17-0070-I (Mailed Date of January 25, 2017) established the scope of the issues to be addressed in this rate case proceeding.  

5. Upon joint motion of the Parties, Decision No. R17-0136-I (Mailed Date of February 15, 2017) vacated the final prehearing conference scheduled for March 10, 2017 and remaining dates in the adopted procedural schedule, but retained March 6, 2017 as the final deadline for filing a written settlement agreement.  

6. Decision No. R17-0136-I also preserved the scheduled hearing dates of March 13 and 14, 2017 for an evidentiary hearing on the settlement agreement, if necessary.  

7. On March 6, 2017, the Parties filed a Joint Motion to Adopt the Settlement Agreement and Vacate Hearing Dates (Joint Motion).  Accompanying the Joint Motion were a written Settlement Agreement and four exhibits in support of approval of the Settlement Agreement.  The Parties also request that all remaining hearing dates and deadlines in the adopted procedural schedule be vacated.
  

8. Since all the Parties to this proceeding have filed the Joint Motion, the ALJ notes that no responses to the Joint Motion could be filed pursuant to Rule 1400(b), Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.  The Joint Motion, therefore, is unopposed.  
9. As stated in Rule 1408, 4 CCR 723-1, “The Commission encourages settlement of contested proceedings.”  

10. The hearing on the Settlement Agreement is scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, March 13 and 14, 2017.  After reviewing the Settlement Agreement and four supporting exhibits, the ALJ has determined that an evidentiary hearing on the Settlement Agreement is unnecessary.  

11. The hearing scheduled for March 13 and 14, 2017 and the remaining deadlines in the adopted procedural schedule will be vacated.  By vacating the hearing dates and remaining deadlines, the ALJ will grant the Joint Motion in part. 

12. The ALJ will prepare and issue a separate Recommended Decision addressing the merits of the Settlement Agreement and the proposed settlement tariffs.  The procedures adopted herein for the adjudication of this rate case will “best conduce the proper dispatch of [the Commission’s] business and the ends of justice.”  Section 40-6-101(1), C.R.S. 

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion to Adopt the Settlement Agreement and Vacate Hearing Dates, filed on March 6, 2017 by Dallas Creek Water Company, Inc., Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Association of Dallas Creek Water Users, Inc., and Fairway Pines Estates Owners Association is granted in part, consistent with the discussion in this Decision.

2. The evidentiary hearing on the Settlement Agreement, scheduled for March 13 and 14, 2017, is vacated.  

3. The remaining deadlines in the procedural schedule adopted in Decision 
No. R17-0004-I, ¶ I.B.6, page 3, are vacated.  

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Joint Motion, ¶¶ 2 and 3, page 1.
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