Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R17-0124-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 13A-0046G, 13AL-0067G, & 13AL-0143G

R17-0124-IDecision No. R17-0124-I  
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  
PROCEEDING13A-0046G NO. 13A-0046G  
IN THE MATTER OF THE application of rocky mountain natural 
gas llc for an order authorizing it to put into effect a system 
safety and integrity rider.  
13AL-0143Gproceeding NO. 13AL-0067G  

IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 77 filed by rocky mountain natural gas llc to restructure and unbundle its service and to replace tariff no. 3 in its entirety to become effective march 4 2013.  
13AL-0143Gproceeding NO. 13AL-0143G  

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADVICE LETTER NO. 261 OF SOURCEGAS 
DISTRIBUTION LLC TO REVISE ITS COLORADO SCHEDULE OF RATES 
FOR NATURAL GAS SERVICE AVAILABLE IN THE ENTIRE TERRITORY 
SERVED BY THE COMPANY, WITH TARIFF SHEETS FOR PUC NO. 7, 
TO BECOME EFFECTIVE MAY 1, 2013.  

interim DECISION of 
ADMINISTRATIVE law Judge 
mana l. jennings-fader 
GRANTING request, VACATING the 
remainder of the PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE, 
ORDERING FILING, AND WAIVING RESPONSE TIME  
Mailed Date:  
February 9, 2017  
I. STATEMENT  

1. The procedural history of Proceedings No. 13A-0046G, No. 13AL-0067G, and No. 13AL-0143G is set out in Decisions previously issued in these Proceedings.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put this Interim Decision in context.  
2. Proceeding No. 13A-0046G was commenced on January 23, 2013, by the Joint Application of SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas)
 and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (RMNG).  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) intervened as of right.  The Commission referred this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  
3. RMNG commenced Proceeding No. 13AL-0067G on January 31, 2013, with the filing of Advice Letter No. 77 with appended tariff sheets.  Staff and the OCC intervened as of right.  A M Gas Transfer Corporation (A M Gas), American Gypsum Company, LLC (American Gypsum), Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) were granted leave to intervene.  The Commission referred the Proceeding to an ALJ 
for disposition.  
4. SourceGas commenced Proceeding No. 13AL-0143G on February 22, 2013 with the filing of Advice Letter No. 261 with appended tariff sheets.  Staff and the OCC intervened as of right.  A M Gas and Seminole Energy Services, LLC (Seminole), were granted leave to intervene.  The Commission referred this Proceeding to an ALJ for disposition.  
5. Proceedings No. 13A-0046G, No. 13AL-0067G, and No. 13AL-0143G (Consolidated Proceedings) were consolidated for all purposes.  

6. Public Service has withdrawn its intervention in the Consolidated Proceedings.  

7. A M Gas, American Gypsum, CNG, OCC, Seminole, and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors; each individually is an Intervenor.  RMNG, SourceGas, and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties; each individually is a Party.  Each Party in the Consolidated Proceedings is represented by legal counsel.  

8. On October 19, 2016, A M Gas made a filing in which it identified the two principal issues it had raised for hearing and identified the relief it sought.  

9. On December 2, 2016, by Decision No. R16-1104-I, the ALJ scheduled a 
March 8 and 9, 2017 evidentiary hearing and established the procedural schedule in the Consolidated Proceedings.  

10. In accordance with the procedural schedule, A M Gas filed its direct testimony and attachments, and RMNG filed its answer testimony and attachments.  

11. On January 24, 2017, a Stipulation of the Resolution of Complaint Issue Two Among Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC, Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC, and A M Gas Transfer Corporation (January Stipulation) was filed.  In that filing, the three identified Parties “stipulate that Issue 2 in [the Consolidated Proceedings] has been resolved by the filing of Advice Letter No. 295 on December 21, 2016, which went into effect on January 22, 2017.”  January Stipulation at ¶ 4.  Issue 2 was the only contested issue involving SourceGas.  

12. The remaining issue in the Consolidated Proceedings is Issue 1, which is 
A M Gas’s contested issue involving RMNG.  

13. On February 8, 2017, A M Gas and RMNG filed a Joint Notice of Resolution of Outstanding Complaint Issue and Request to Stay Procedural Schedule (February Filing).  

14. Given the nature of the February Filing, the ALJ finds that no Party will be prejudiced if response time is waived.  The ALJ will waive response time to the February Filing.  

15. In the February Filing, as good cause to grant the requested relief, A M Gas and RMNG:  (a) state that they have reached an agreement in principle on the remaining contested issue; (b) state that they will file, not later than February 17, 2017, a motion for approval of the settlement; and (c) request that the ALJ stay the remainder of the procedural schedule.  

16. The February Filing states good cause, and granting the request will not prejudice any Party.  In light of the remaining filing dates established in Decision No. R16-1004-I, most of which are in February 2017, the ALJ finds it is more efficient to vacate, rather than to stay, the remainder of the procedural schedule; this reduces the possibility of confusion about the status of the various filing dates.  In the event A M Gas and RMNG are unable to reduce their agreement in principle to writing, they may propose a new procedural schedule, bearing in mind the March 8 and 9, 2017 hearing dates.
  The ALJ will grant the request, will vacate (rather than stay) the remainder of the procedural schedule, but will retain the scheduled hearing dates.  
17. In addition, the ALJ will order A M Gas and RMNG to file, not later than February 17, 2017, “a motion for approval of the settlement, which will set forth the terms of the settlement” (February Filing at ¶ 5), which filing should include “a motion to withdraw 
A M Gas’ complaint” (id. at 1).  

18. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-1104-I remains 
in effect.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Consistent with the discussion above, the Request to Stay Procedural Schedule filed on February 8, 2017 is granted.  

2. Consistent with the discussion above, the remainder of the procedural schedule established in Decision No. R16-1104-I is vacated.  

3. The evidentiary hearing in these Consolidated Proceedings scheduled for March 8 and 9, 2017 is retained.  
4. Not later than February 17, 2017, A M Gas Transfer Corporation and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC shall make a filing that complies with ¶ 17 of this Interim Decision.  

5. Except as modified by this Interim Decision, Decision No. R16-1104-I remains 
in effect.  

6. Response time to the Request to Stay Procedural Schedule filed on February 8, 2017 is waived.  

7. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in the Interim Decisions issued in these Consolidated Proceedings.  

8. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  In 2016, Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy, acquired SourceGas.  In this Interim Decision, unless the context indicates otherwise, reference to SourceGas is to Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC (formerly known as SourceGas Distribution LLC), doing business as Black Hills Energy.  


�  In the event a new procedural schedule is necessary, the procedural schedule should include dates for filing the types of filings set out in Decision No. R16-1104-I at ¶ 19 and Ordering Paragraph No. 3, beginning with the filing of rebuttal testimony and attachments.  
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