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I. STATEMENT

1. On August 31, 2016, El Paso-Teller County Emergency Telephone Service Authority (the Authority) filed its application for an emergency telephone surcharge increase pursuant to § 29-11-102(2)(b), C.R.S.  The procedural history of this proceeding is set forth in previous Commission Decisions and is repeated here as necessary to put this Interim Decision into context.  
2. The Authority and the Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) are the Parties to this proceeding.  
3. Decision No. R16-1007-I (mailed October 28, 2016) adopted a procedural schedule proposed jointly by the Parties, set the hearing for January 12 (and 13, if needed), 2017, and addressed procedural matters for the hearing.  
4. Decision No. R16-1090-I (mailed November 29, 2016) granted the Authority’s unopposed motion to revise the procedural schedule by vacating the hearing dates and remaining procedural dates adopted in Decision No. R16-1007-I and to require counsel for the Parties to file a joint status report on or before January 5, 2017, to apprise the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) of the progress made in ongoing settlement discussions and/or to propose a new procedural schedule.  

5. Decision No. R16-1090-I did not modify the instructions, other procedural requirements, and hearing exhibit procedures set forth in Decision No. R16-1007-I, and specified that they continue to apply in this proceeding. 

6. On January 5, 2017, the Authority and Staff filed their Joint Status Report, which advised that they are making good progress towards their goal of amicably resolving the issues presented in the proceeding.  The Parties request additional time to continue their settlement discussions, and they seek an order to file a second Joint Status Report no later than February 3, 2017.  

7. The ALJ will grant the joint request of the Parties to file a second joint status report no later than February 3, 2017 to apprise the ALJ of the progress being made in the ongoing settlement discussions and/or to propose a new procedural schedule and hearing dates.  

8. The ALJ will also order the Authority and Staff to file a written settlement agreement resolving the disputed issues in this proceeding not later than March 6, 2017, which is 31 days after the due date for the second Joint Status Report.  If no settlement agreement can be finalized and filed by that date, the Authority and Staff are ordered to file a proposed new procedural schedule and hearing dates.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The joint request of the El Paso-Teller County Emergency Telephone Service Authority (the Authority) and the Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) to file a second Joint Status Report no later than February 3, 2017 is granted.  
2. The second Joint Status Report shall apprise the Administrative Law Judge of the progress being made in the ongoing settlement discussions and/or will propose a new procedural schedule and hearing dates.  
3. The Authority and Staff are ordered to file a written settlement agreement resolving the disputed issues in this proceeding not later than March 6, 2017.  If no settlement agreement can be finalized and filed by that date, the Authority and Staff are ordered to file a proposed new procedural schedule and hearing dates.  
4. This Interim Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
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STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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