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I. STATEMENT

A. Procedural History
1. On October 28, 2016, Dallas Creek Water Company, Inc. (Company or DCWC) filed Advice Letter No. 4 for a general rate increase and tariff sheets with a proposed effective date of December 1, 2016.  The procedural history of this proceeding is set out in previous Decisions, and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context, including subsequent events.
2. By Decision No. C16-1094 (Mailed Date of November 30, 2016), the Commission set the tariffs for hearing and suspended the effective date of the tariffs for 120 days, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  The Commission construed as protests
 
“intervention” pleadings filed prior to the suspension of the tariffs by Fairway Pines Estates Owners Association (Fairway Pines), the Association of Dallas Creek Water Users, Inc., (ADCWU), and Ouray County, Colorado (Ouray County), and set an intervention deadline of 30 days after the decision’s Mailed Date, or not later than December 30, 2016.  Finally, the Commission acknowledged the Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance and Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(A) and Rule 1401 filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).  Staff stated that it does not request a hearing, but will participate if the Commission sets the matter for hearing.

3. By Decision No. C16-1094 the Commission also referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  

4. By Decision No. R16-1122-I (Mailed Date of December 7, 2016), pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and Rule 1305(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 (2015), the undersigned ALJ suspended the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 4 for an additional 90 days (that is, to and including June 29, 2017).  That Decision set a prehearing conference for January 5, 2017, and ordered the Company to consult with persons (or their counsel) who filed intervention pleadings (putative parties
) to attempt to reach agreements on a procedural schedule, hearing dates and other procedural matters, and to make a filing no later than December 23, 2016 reporting the results of those discussions.  
5. On December 23, 2016, the Company timely filed a Stipulation Regarding Procedural Schedule, advising the Commission that the Company and the putative parties had reached agreement on hearing dates and a procedural schedule.  The Stipulation also stated that the Prehearing Conference set for January 5, 2017 is no longer necessary and requested that the Prehearing Conference be vacated.  That request will be granted.  

B. Procedural Schedule and Notice of Hearing 

6. The following stipulated procedural schedule will be adopted in this proceeding.  

a) DCWC will file its direct testimony (in question and answer format) and attachments
 by January 27, 2017;

b) Each intervenor will file answer testimony (in question and answer format) and attachments by February 17, 2017;
c) DCWC will file its rebuttal testimony (in question and answer format) and attachments by February 28, 2017;
d) Each intervenor will file cross-answer testimony (in question and answer format) and attachments by February 28, 2017;

e) Each party will file corrected testimony and attachments by March 3, 2017;
f) The deadline for filing prehearing motions, including any dispositive motions, motions in limine, or motions to strike, is March 3, 2017; any response to a pre-hearing motion will be filed by March 10, 2017;
g) A final prehearing conference will be held on March 10, 2017; parties will have the option to participate by telephone;
 
h) Any stipulations or settlement agreements will be filed by March 6, 2017; 
i) The evidentiary hearing will be held on March 13, 2017, with March 14, 2017 reserved in the event a second day is needed to conclude the hearing; and 

j) Each party will file its post-hearing statement of position simultaneously (i.e., no responses will be permitted) by March 27, 2017.  
7. The procedures and timeframes relating to discovery set forth in Rule 1405, 4 CCR 723-1 will apply in this proceeding.  

8. The procedural Advisements set forth in Decision No. R16-1122-I (mailed on December 7, 2016) will continue to apply in this proceeding. 
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Prehearing Conference scheduled for January 5, 2017 is vacated.  
2. An evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
March 13, 2017 (and March 14, 2017, if needed)
TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado
3. This Decision constitutes the Notice of Hearing for the hearing set above.

4. The procedural schedule and deadlines set forth in Paragraph No. I.B.6 is adopted.  
5. The procedures and timeframes relating to discovery set forth in Rule 1405 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 (2015), apply in this proceeding.  
6. The procedural Advisements set forth in Decision No. R16-1122-I (mailed on December 7, 2016) continue to apply in this proceeding.  
7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Protests to a tariff filing are allowed by Rule 1305(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 (2015).  


�  Technically, the Company and the Commission Staff are the only parties to this proceeding as of the Mailed Date stated above.  The use of the term “putative parties” or “party” in this Decision is intended to refer to interested persons who filed intervention pleadings but whose interventions have not yet been granted.  A separate decision will be issued addressing intervention pleadings filed before the intervention deadline. 


�  Rule 1202(e) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, was amended in 2015 to change the word “exhibits” accompanying pre-filed written testimony to “attachments.”


�  If any party wishes to participate in the prehearing conference by telephone, that party must make the necessary arrangements with the Commission administrative staff no later than March 8, 2017.  
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