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I. STATEMENT

1. By Decision No. R16-0986-I issued October 25, 2016, the continued hearing date of November 29, 2016 was memorialized. At the scheduled time and place, the hearing was convened.  Additional comment was taken and a continued hearing date was announced, as memorialized in the order below.

2. During the course of the hearing, Exhibits 6 through 11 were added to the record.  Additional briefing and comment was specifically invited to address two matters.  

3. First, the Commission’s decision remanding the proceeding stated that further study and analysis of the Task Force’s cost model should be performed consistent with the language of § 40-10.1-106(b), C.R.S., regarding financial statements and financial information. Issuance of a decision in this proceeding to towing carriers selected by the Commission’s Economics Section was discussed.  Briefing and comment were solicited as to whether 
such a procedure is permissible and consistent with § 40-10.1-106(b), C.R.S.  Additionally, Jason Peuquet of the Commission’s Economics Section provided a memorandum addressing how a sample might be selected, which is also available for comment.

4. Towing & Recovery Professionals of Colorado, Inc. (TRPC) does not challenge the Commission's authority to set maximum rates for nonconsensual tows.  However, others take exception to the Commission’s authority and those exceptions were explicitly addressed October 13, 2016 in Decision No. C16-0947-I. 

5. TRPC suggested that a schedule be established for the submission of legal arguments and written comments from interested persons concerning the Commission's authority to issue rules regulating maximum rates for nonconsensual tows by towing carriers.

6. The proposal is reasonable and will be adopted.  To be clear, the legal analysis of Commission authority should be distinguished from argument regarding Commission policy.  Further briefing is invited as to the Commission’s authority, in addition to prior briefs, exceptions, and responses to exceptions previously filed.

7. Next, continuation of the hearing was discussed.  The next hearing date, as ordered below, will focus on the Task Force’s model and the assumptions upon which it is based.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Written comments and briefing are requested to be filed on or before December 23, 2016, addressing the issues addressed above and regarding additional foundational source industry data.

2. The hearing in this matter is continued and shall be conducted at the following time and date:  

DATE: 
January 4, 2017  

TIME:
9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado  

3. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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