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I. STATEMENT
1. On 
June 9, 2016, Complainant Laina Tolson filed a Complaint against Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  

2. On the same day, the Commission scheduled the Complaint for an evidentiary hearing on August 22, 2016, starting at 9:00 a.m. and served the Order Setting Hearing and Notice of Hearing and other documents on Complainant.   

3. On August 1, 2016, Ms. Tolson filed a Motion for Continuance (First Motion).  In the First Motion, Ms. Tolson requested a continuance of the hearing to until October 22, 2016 at the earliest so that she could seek legal representation in this proceeding.  
The undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) granted the First Motion and continued the hearing until October 26, 2016.
  
4. On October 18, 2016, Ms. Tolson filed a Request for Extension of Time to Retain Counsel (Second Motion) in which she asks for a second continuance of the hearing “for at least 60 days” to allow her to find an attorney to represent her in this proceeding.  Ms. Tolson did not, however, comply with Rule 1400(a), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, which required Ms. Tolson to confer with Public Service and then state in the motion whether Public Service opposes the relief requested.  Ms. Tolson and Public Service are reminded that they must comply with all of the Commission’s Rules, which are available on the Commission’s website and in hard copy from the Commission.

5. Under Rule 1400(b), 4 CCR 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, Public Service has until November 1, 2016 to respond to Ms. Tolson’s Second Motion.  However, as noted above, the hearing in this proceeding is scheduled to commence on October 26, 2016.  Accordingly, pursuant to Rule 1308(c), 4 CCR 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, the undersigned ALJ finds that time is of the essence and shortens response time to the Second Motion to October 21, 2016.  

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

6. For the reasons stated above, Respondent Public Service Company of Colorado shall have until October 21, 2016 to file its response, if any, to the Request for Extension of Time to Retain Counsel filed by Complainant Laina Tolson.

7. This Decision is effective immediately.
	(S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Decision No. R16-0741-I issued August 10, 2016.
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