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I. STATEMENT  
1. The procedural history of Proceedings No. 13A-0046G, No. 13AL-0067G, and No. 13AL-0143G is set out in Decisions previously issued in these Proceedings.  The procedural history is repeated here as necessary to put this Interim Decision in context.  
2. Proceeding No. 13A-0046G was commenced on January 23, 2013, by the Joint Application of SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas) and Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (RMNG) in which those entities sought Commission authorization for each utility to implement a System Safety and Integrity Rider as described in the filing (Joint Application).  
The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Trial Staff of the Commission 
(Staff) intervened as of right.  The Commission referred Proceeding No. 13A-0046G to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  
3. RMNG commenced Proceeding No. 13AL-0067G on January 31, 2013, with the filing of Advice Letter No. 77 with appended tariff sheets (RMNG Rate Case).  By that filing, RMNG initiated a general rate case to update its rate structure, to restructure and to unbundle its services, and to replace its entire tariff.  Staff and the OCC intervened as of right.  A M Gas Transfer Corporation (A M Gas), American Gypsum Company, LLC, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG), and, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) were granted leave to intervene.  The Commission referred Proceeding No. 13AL-0067G to an ALJ for disposition.  
4. SourceGas commenced Proceeding No. 13AL-0143G on February 22, 2013 
with the filing of Advice Letter No. 261 with appended tariff sheets (SourceGas Rate Case).  
By that filing, SourceGas sought to revise its rate schedules, its general terms and conditions, 
and related forms of agreement in order to address proposed changes to the upstream requirements on the RMNG pipeline system.
  SourceGas did not intend that filing to initiate 
a general rate case.  Staff and the OCC intervened as of right.  A M Gas and Seminole 
Energy Services, LLC (Seminole) were granted leave to intervene.  The Commission referred Proceeding No. 13AL-0143G to an ALJ for disposition.  
5. Proceedings No. 13A-0046G, No. 13AL-0067G, and No. 13AL-0143G (Consolidated Proceedings) were consolidated for all purposes.  

6. In the Consolidated Proceedings, A M Gas, American Gypsum, CNG, OCC, Public Service, Seminole, and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors; each individually is an Intervenor.  RMNG, SourceGas, and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties; each individually is a Party.  Each Party is represented by legal counsel.  

7. On November 13, 2013, RMNG, SourceGas, A M Gas, OCC, Seminole, and Staff (Settling Parties) filed a Joint Motion for Approval of the Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings (Joint Motion).  A Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings accompanied that filing.  

8. On December 13, 2013, the Settling Parties filed an Amended Stipulation and Settlement Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings (Amended Stipulation).   

9. On January 30, 2014, by Decision No. R14-0114, ALJ Paul C. Gomez granted the Joint Motion; approved the Amended Stipulation without modification; and ordered compliance filings.  

10. As pertinent here, Judge Gomez wrote:  

 
The Settling Parties agree to the implementation of RMNG’s rate design and RMNG’s PUC No. 4 Tariff, including Rate Schedules FTS (Firm Transportation Service), ITS (Interruptible Transportation Service), NNS 
(No-Notice Storage), APAL (Interruptible Automatic Park and Loan), and MCS (Interruptible Market Center Services), and to SourceGas’s revisions to its 
PUC No. 7 Tariff as set forth in RMNG’s and SourceGas’s direct case and rebuttal case, as modified by this Amended Stipulation, and in accordance with the two-step implementation process referenced in Section II.B.3 of the Amended Stipulation.  
 
The Settling Parties [have agreed] that RMNG is to make an annual compliance report filing with the Commission in the Consolidated Proceedings no later than July 30, 2015, 2016 and 2017, that addresses RMNG’s operations under its new P.U.C. No. 4 Tariff and provides RMNG’s management assessment of its performance under its new Tariff.  The annual compliance report filing will include a listing of transportation quantities by type of service by receipt and delivery point, as well as rate and contract terms shown on a monthly basis for each month ending on May 31st of the annual period.  

 
The compliance report filing also will include information on revenues from the sale of natural gas liquids and off-system transportation revenue.  All annual compliance reports are intended to assist RMNG, Staff, the OCC and other interested parties in determining whether potential improvements or modifications can and should be made to RMNG’s tariffs to more appropriately implement the intent of the Amended Stipulation.  Should a Party request a hearing within 60 days of the filing of the annual compliance report, no Party will object to such a request for hearing.  The Settling Parties agree that the purpose of the compliance report filing is to provide transparency into the implementation of the tariffs due to the nature of the revisions to the services, terms, and conditions found in RMNG’s proposed Colorado PUC No. 4 Tariff.  
***  

 
As addressed in detail supra, RMNG agrees to make annual compliance report filings with the Commission in this consolidated proceeding no later than July 30, 2015, 2016, and 2017, to address RMNG’s operations under its new 
PUC No. 4 tariff, as well as provide RMNG’s management assessment of its performance under the new tariff.  The annual compliance reports are intended to be comprehensive and provide parties with information as to whether potential improvements or modifications can and should be made to RMNG’s tariffs to more appropriately apply the intent of the Amended Stipulation.  

Decision No. R14-0114 at ¶¶ 91-93, 165.  See also id. at Attachment A at 22-23 (Amended Stipulation terms pertaining to annual compliance report filings).  “All annual compliance reports [are] subject to audit, discovery and comment by Staff, the OCC, and other interested parties.”  Decision No. R14-0114 at Attachment A at 22.  
11. Decision No. R14-0114 became a Commission Decision by operation of law.  

12. RMNG and SourceGas made compliance filings to effectuate the tariff changes approved in Decision No. R14-0114.  

13. On July 30, 2015, in accordance with Decision No. R14-0114, RMNG filed its first Annual Compliance Report.  In that filing, RMNG identified ten general categories of modifications and clarifications to its Colorado PUC Tariff No. 4 that, in RMNG’s opinion, should be made.  As a result of the RMNG proposals, SourceGas identified, and discussed in the Annual Compliance Report, areas of potential changes and modifications to its Colorado PUC Tariff No. 7.  

14. On September 10, 2015, RMNG filed Advice Letter No. 91 with accompanying proposed amended tariff sheets.  That filing commenced Proceeding No. 15AL-0743G.  The amended tariff sheets contained the RMNG-identified modifications and clarifications discussed in the July 30, 2015 Annual Compliance Report.  The amended tariff sheets became effective on October 11, 2015.  

15. On July 29, 2016, in accordance with Decision No. R14-0114, RMNG filed its second Annual Compliance Report.  

16. On August 19, 2016, A M Gas filed a Request for Hearing on Implementation of New Tariffs (Request).  In the filing, A M Gas requests “a hearing to determine if [provision 
2.4 b(ii)] is necessary and, if so, whether there might be other ways for the Company to meet its operational goals while simultaneously providing shippers more flexibility.”  Request at 1-2.  In addition, A M Gas states:  it “has other newly discovered issues that it will seek to resolve with RMNG/SG, but may raise in a hearing.”  Id. at 3.  

17. At a minimum, A M Gas seeks a hearing to review this provision of Tariff Sheet No. 46 in RMNG’s Colorado PUC Tariff No. 4:  

For the period December 1 through the end of February, inclusive, of each 12 month period, each Shipper must have a minimum required end-of-injection season Gas in Place equal to that Shipper’s proportionate percentage share of 811,000 Dth.  This minimum end-of-injection-season Gas in Place for each Shipper shall be a whole number and shall be computed by (1) by dividing 

Shipper’s MAC by 1,060,000 Dth and (2) multiplying that computed percentage by 811,000 Dth.  

Request at 2.

There may be other issues that A M Gas wishes to raise.  
18. On September 14, 2016, by Minute Order, the Commission referred the Request to an ALJ for disposition.  

19. To assist the ALJ and other Parties in determining the scope of the requested hearing, the ALJ will order A M Gas to make, not later than October 21, 2016, a filing that contains:  (a) a list of the issues that A M Gas wishes to have addressed at the hearing, including a citation to every tariff provision, and an identification of the affected utility, that A M Gas seeks to review; (b) a statement of the types of relief that A M Gas believes it can obtain from the Commission as a result of the hearing; and (c) an explanation of the statement that a hearing “would further the Commission’s goal of properly restructuring the utility’s tariff” (Request at 4).  

20. The Parties are advised and are on notice that the ALJ will take no further action on the Request until the filing described in ¶ 19 is received.  

21. When the ALJ receives A M Gas’s filing, the ALJ will determine how to proceed in this matter.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. No later than October 21, 2016, A M Gas Transfer Corp. shall make a filing that complies with ¶ 19 of this Interim Decision.  

2. The Parties are held to the advisements contained in this Interim Decision.  

3. This Interim Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  The referenced changes are proposed in the RMNG Rate Case.  
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