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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision modifies the procedural schedule and waives the deadline for the filing of Stipulations and Settlement Agreements of March 30, 2017.  In light of the potential for a settlement filing, we vacate the hearings scheduled from April 3 through 6, 2017 and reschedule the hearings for May 16 and 17, 2017. We require Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) to make a supplemental filing proposing additional necessary procedures no later than noon on April 4, 2017.  

B. Discussion

2. On August 2, 2016, Public Service filed an Application seeking a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the implementation of three components of its Advanced Grid Intelligence and Security initiative to implement an advanced electric distribution grid.  Specifically, the Company is asking for Commission authorization to install Advanced Metering Infrastructure, Integrated Volt-VAr Optimization programs, and associated components of an advanced communications network (known as the Field Area Network or FAN).  The Company states that it filed the Application pursuant to § 40-5-101, C.R.S., and Rules 3002 and 3102 
of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, and Rule 1301 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

3. On September 12, 2016, we set the Application for hearing and established the parties in this Proceeding.
  

4. On October 12, 2016, we adopted the parties’ proposed procedural schedule and discovery procedures.
  

5. On March 16, 2017, Public Service filed an unopposed motion to extend the filing date for Settlement Agreements from March 21, 2017 to March 30, 2017.
6. On March 24, 2017, we granted the extension in the filing date for Settlement Agreements and vacated the prehearing conference scheduled on March 27, 2017.
  We also required Public Service to file a status report on the parties’ settlement discussions no later than noon on March 28, 2017. 
On March 28, 2017, Public Service filed a Status Report as well as an unopposed Motion to Modify the Procedural Schedule (Motion). In the Status Report, the Company states that after engaging in two settlement negotiations, the parties agree it is beneficial to delay the hearing currently scheduled to start on April 3, 2017 to allow for continued negotiations to determine if the parties can reach a settlement in this Proceeding. Therefore, in the Motion, 

7. the parties ask the Commission to modify the procedural schedule and schedule hearings for May 16 and 17, 2017. The parties have also proposed April 3, 2017 as the last day for discovery directed at Rebuttal Testimony and Cross-Answer Testimony. 

8. Public Service further explains that the parties did not have sufficient time to come to a consensus on the dates for the filing of Settlement Agreements, a pre-hearing conference, or the filing of Statements of Position and requests that the Company be allowed to make a supplemental filing no later than noon on April 4, 2017 with proposed dates for these remaining procedural deadlines.  

9. In addition, given that the Motion is unopposed, Public Service asks that the response time to the Motion be waived.

C. Findings and Conclusions
10. Due to the ongoing settlement negotiations, we find good cause to vacate the hearing previously scheduled for April 3 through 6, 2017.

11. We require Public Service to make a supplemental filing no later than noon on April 4, 2017 with dates for remaining procedural deadlines, as proposed in the Motion.  
12. The last day for parties to propound discovery directed at the pre-filed Rebuttal Testimony and Cross-Answer Testimony is April 3, 2017.  

13. Hearings in this matter shall be rescheduled for May 16 through 17, 2017.
II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Modify the Schedule and Waiver of Response Time filed on March 28, 2017 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is granted, consistent with the discussion above.  Response time to the motion is waived.  

2. The hearing scheduled for April 3 through 6, 2017 is vacated. 

3. The last day for parties to propound discovery directed at the pre-filed Rebuttal Testimony and Cross-Answer Testimony is April 3, 2017.  
4. The evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:

DATES: 
May 16 and 17, 2017

TIMES: 
11:00 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m. on May 16, 2017 


9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on May 17, 2017

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room 


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 

5. Consistent with the discussion above, Public Service shall make a supplemental filing no later than noon on April 4, 2017 with proposed dates for remaining procedural deadlines.  
6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 29, 2017.
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