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I. BY THE COMMISSION 

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition for Variance (Petition) of a specific tariff obligation filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos, Atmos Energy, or Company) on January 25, 2017. 
2. The specific tariff obligation is found on the Company’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 7 Tariff on Sheet No. 27, where Atmos is required to file a System Safety and Integrity Rider (SSIR) true-up report with the Commission on or before February 1.

3. The Petition requests a six-week delay as the Company states they attempted to meet the deadline of completing a review of their 2016 annual financial information in order to complete the report and meet the deadline, but found it was not a “realistic goal”.

4. The Petition also states that the request is a variance for the 2017 filing only, and that Atmos Energy intends to address the going-forward timing issue in a future filing.

5. The Company states that the 2016 financial information necessary to compile the report was not readily available on a timely basis in order to complete the report; therefore the Company seeks the waiver of the tariff.

6. The requested variance, if granted, will have no impact on customer rates, as any rate change associated with the true-up report (and ultimately the required Cost Prudency report on or before April 30, 2017)
 will occur via the Advice Letter submitted on November 1, 2017 where the projected SSIR rate for 2017 will be established and any adjustments related to the 2016 collections will be reflected therein.

7. The Petition also seeks a waiver of the Commission’s Notice and Intervention requirements found in Rule 1206(d) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

8. The Commission has reviewed the request for a waiver of the reporting obligation for this program year and does not take exception to the request.  The Commission believes that administrative efficiency would be obtained by deferring any obligation to file a true-up of final costs with revenues to at least March 15 as proposed by the Company.  Imposing the requirement on the Company to file a report when the most accurate information is not available is not in the best interests of rate payers, and would likely result in additional administrative costs and revisions.
9. We find good cause to grant the Petition and waive Rule 1206(d), as no party has intervened or opposed the Petition.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Waiver of the tariff reporting obligation filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Company) on January 25, 2017, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.
2. The Company’s requested deferral of the February 1 report to on or before March 15 for the 2016 calendar year is granted.
3. The Company’s request for waiver of Rule 1206(d), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.
4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 1, 2017.
	 (S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� The obligation is found in paragraph 2 on Sheet No. 27, where it states “On or before February 1 of each year the Company will file a true-up report with the Commission that will match final costs with revenues collected.”


� A separate report was also established in the tariff as a result of Proceeding No. 15AL-0299G.
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