Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C16-1067-I
PROCEEDING No. 16A-0892G

C16-1067-IDecision No. C16-1067-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING16A-0892G NO. 16A-0892G
IN THE MATTER OF THE VERIFIED APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO GAS UTILITY COMPANY, LP D/B/A BLACK HILLS ENERGY FOR AN ORDER AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO ITS 2015-2017 DEMAND SIDE MANAGEMENT ("DSM") PLAN TO INCREASE THE DSM PORTFOLIO BUDGET FOR CALENDAR 2016, PURSUANT TO COMMISSION RULE 4753(K) AND REQUEST FOR SHORTENED NOTICE AND INTERVENTION PERIOD.
interim decision ESTABLISHING 
shortened notice AND INTERVENTION PERIOD
Mailed Date:  
November 23, 2016
Adopted Date:  
November 23, 2016
TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On November 18, 2016, Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills or Company) filed an Application for an Order Authorizing an Amendment to the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan (Application).  

2. This Decision grants Black Hills’ request for a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application.  Consistent with the discussion below, requests for intervention shall be due on December 2, 2016.  
B. Discussion

3. Black Hills seeks to amend the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan to increase the overall budget for its 2016 programs from $1,900,800 to $2,380,800.  
The increase supports an addition of $480,000 to fund an expansion of the Company’s Residential New Construction Program (R-NC Program) that provides rebates for efficiency improvements.

4. In the Application, Black Hills explains that the R-NC Program has been a component of Black Hills’ portfolio of demand-side management programs since 2012. 
The R-NC Program was re-designed, and homebuilder participation increased in 2015 over five-fold as compared to 2014 due to a focused outreach effort.  Black Hills reports that homebuilder interest in the R-NC Program further increased in 2016 and that, before the end of this year, the Company could potentially receive up to 495 additional rebate applications for new houses that have been built or are under construction.  Black Hills states that homebuilders often submit their rebate applications during the fourth quarter of each year, just ahead of the application deadline date.

5. Black Hills reports that, as of November 8, 2016, the Company has spent $2,004,699 for plan year 2016, which is approximately 105 percent of the authorized 2016 total budget of $1,900,800. If the forecasted additional 495 rebate requests are submitted under the 
R-NC Program by year-end 2016, there could be an additional $600,000 spent for the 
R-NC Program, which would cause the overall program costs to exceed 25 percent of the 2016 authorized budget. The Company requests to amend the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan to address this substantial cost increase by raising the total portfolio budget for 2016.  Black Hills is not seeking an increase to the 2017 authorized budget.  Black Hills also states that the requested budget increase would not reduce the cost-effectiveness of the 
R-NC Program.

6. Black Hills requests a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application of ten days, since the end of the 2016 plan year is approaching. Black Hills conferred with Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities (Staff), the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), and the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) regarding the Application. According to Black Hills, Staff takes no position on the relief requested. OCC does not oppose the relief requested. CEO, the only party to Proceeding No. 14A-0488G where the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan was approved, supports the Company in its request for a shortened intervention period.

C. Conclusion and Findings

7. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that the Application for an Order Authorizing an Amendment to the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan has been filed.
8. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’ request for a shortened Commission notice and intervention period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall be due on December 2, 2016.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Application for an Order Authorizing an Amendment to the 2015-2017 Demand-Side Management Plan is granted.  
2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by December 2, 2016.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

3. The Commission may consider the Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the Application.

4. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  Black Hills must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

5. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the Application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 23, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners
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