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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a procedural schedule for our consideration of the application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on August 2, 2016, for an order granting a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the implementation of three components of an Advanced Grid Intelligence and Security (AGIS) initiative to implement an advanced electric distribution grid.  

2. Hearings in this matter are scheduled for April 3 through 6, 2017.

B. Discussion and Findings

3. As stated in its application, Public Service seeks approval to implement three components of its AGIS initiative.  Specifically, the Company is asking for Commission authorization to install Advanced Metering Infrastructure, Integrated Volt-VAr Optimization programs, and associated components of an advanced communications network (known as the Field Area Network or FAN).  The Company states that it filed the application pursuant to 
§ 40-5-101, C.R.S., and Rules 3002 and 3102 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3, and Rule 1301 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1. 

4. On September 12, 2016, we deemed the application complete, set the Application for hearing, and established the parties in this Proceeding. 
  
5. On September 21, 2016, we directed Public Service to confer with the parties for the purpose of developing a proposed procedural schedule including all filing deadlines, hearing dates, and provisions for discovery.
 

6. On September 30, 2016, Public Service filed a proposed procedural schedule stating that the parties have agreed to the following:

Answer Testimony 
January 25, 2017

Rebuttal & Cross-Answer Testimony 
March 2, 2017

Prehearing & Dispositive Motions 
March 21, 2017

Corrections to Testimony & Exhibits 
March 21, 2017

Deadline for Stipulations & Settlement Agreements
March 21, 2017

Final Prehearing Conference 
March 27, 2017

Hearings 
April 3 – 6, 2017

Statement of Positions
April 21, 2017

7. Public Service states that the parties also have agreed to three modifications to the discovery rules provided in Rule 1405 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1. First, the parties agree that service of discovery requests after 3 p.m. Mountain Time on a Friday, the day before a Colorado State holiday, or on days on which the Commission is not open for business (i.e., Saturday, Sunday, and a Colorado holiday) will be deemed served on the next business day. Second, the Parties agree to service of discovery through electronic mail that will provide access to a link to an external SharePoint site that will provide electronic versions of discovery responses. Third, the Parties agree to provide all responses to an individual set of discovery in a single, combined document. 

8. The parties further agree that Rules 1100 and 1101 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, shall govern the treatment of confidential information and information for which extraordinary protection is sought. Pursuant to these rules, the parties agree that any party that claims that information is highly confidential will file an appropriate motion in this proceeding to obtain a ruling that the information is highly confidential and a ruling on the extraordinary protection to be afforded to that highly confidential information.

9. Public Service has agreed to waive the statutory deadline for the Commission to issue a decision.  See § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.
10. We find good cause to adopt the proposed procedural schedule and discovery procedures without modification.

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows: 

DATE: 
March 27, 2017 

TIME: 

1:30 p.m. 

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room 


1560 Broadway, Suite 250 


Denver, Colorado 

2. The evidentiary hearing in this Proceeding is scheduled as follows: 

DATES: 
April 3 through 6, 2017 

TIMES: 
9:00 a.m. April 3, 4, and 6, 2017
 

10:30 a.m. April 5, 2017

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room 


1560 Broadway, Suite 250 


Denver, Colorado 

3. Parties shall file testimony and pleadings in accordance with the schedule discussed above.

4. Discovery shall be conducted consistent with the discussion above.

5. Consistent with the discussion above, parties shall identify confidential information and highly confidential information contained in testimony and attachments and other documents filed in this Proceeding.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 5, 2016.
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� Decision No. C16-0845-I, issued September 12, 2016, Proceeding No. 16A-0558E.
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