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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition for Waiver/Variance of Common/Contract Carrier Rules filed on August 22, 2016 by Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi (Ride Taxi).  
2. Ride Taxi, in this petition, requests a waiver of Rule 6254(b) (Age of Motor Vehicles) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-6.
3. The vehicle for which a waiver is requested is a 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan, VIN No. 2D4GP44L35R169483.  The waiver is requested from August 19, 2016 through July 1, 2017.

4. The Commission noticed this petition to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on August 22, 2016.  The 30-day notice period expired on September 21, 2016.

5. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding has been filed.  This proceeding is therefore uncontested.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

6. Pursuant to Rule 1003 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the Commission may grant waivers or variances from tariffs, Commission rules, and substantive requirements contained in Commission decisions and orders for good cause. In making a determination, the Commission may take into account, but is not limited to, considerations of hardship, equity, or more effective implementation of overall policy on an individual basis.
7. Rule 6254(b), 4 CCR 723-6, states that the maximum age of motor vehicles for taxicab carriers operating within or between counties with a population of 40 or more people per square mile per the most recent federal census is ten years.  Ride Taxi operates as a taxicab carrier with authority extending into portions of Summit County, which has a population density of more than 40 people per square mile.

8. Mr. Nash Pillsbury, the owner of Ride Taxi, provided the following information to support the petition for waiver:

This vehicle was purchased in the month of November 2015, and is still in extremely good condition.  Over the past year, since the PUC ruled
 in favor of allowing this vehicle to serve as a taxi cab within our fleet, there has been no major issue with this vehicle.  Any general maintenance, oil changes, and upkeep has been completed in a timely fashion, and the vehicle remains a solid, safe, and well-serviced addition to our fleet.
. . .
Finally it is worth noting that the reason this Petition is slightly delayed in its submittal date is due to the vehicle going through a total maintenance “check-up” in the off-season.  The owner-operator of the vehicle is actually a licensed mechanic himself, and took over a month, starting in July 2016, to ensure everything from alignment to brakes to fluid levels were meeting the correct safety and operating standards.  

This vehicle operates as an integral part of the Ride Taxi fleet, and our company is depending on this vehicle to aid us in properly servicing our customers with timely and efficient on-call and demand service in the upcoming year.
9. In consideration of the support provided by Ride Taxi, the Commission finds that good cause has been shown to grant a waiver from Rule 6255(b) for the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan named in this petition. 

10. Petitioner is advised that the grant of the waiver from Rule 6255(b) for the vehicle named in this petition does not ensure that this vehicle will pass a future safety inspection by the Staff of the Commission.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The petition of Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi, for a waiver from Rule 6254(b) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6, for the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan, VIN No. 2D4GP44L35R169483 is granted, in part, from the mailed date of this Decision through July 1, 2017.
2. Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi shall keep a copy of this Decision in the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan named in this petition.  Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi shall ensure that this Decision is provided immediately on request by any Commission enforcement official.
3. Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi shall have the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan inspected pursuant to 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 396.17, as incorporated by Commission Safety Rules, by an inspector qualified in accordance with 49 CFR 396.19 within 30 days of the effective date of this Decision, and the vehicle shall pass such an inspection in order for this waiver to be valid.  Nash Pillsbury, doing business as Ride Taxi shall maintain a copy of the completed inspection form in the 2005 Dodge Grand Caravan.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 28, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Ride Taxi was granted a waiver of the age rule for this vehicle on January 15, 2016, by Decision �No. C16-0043 in Proceeding No. 15V-0921CP.  The waiver period was from January 15, 2016 through June 30, 2016.
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