Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C16-0809-I
PROCEEDING NoS. 16A-0117E & 16V-0314E

C16-0809-IDecision No. C16-0809-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING16A-0117E NO. 16A-0117E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR APPROVAL OF THE 600 MW RUSH CREEK WIND PROJECT PURSUANT TO RULE 3660(H), A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE RUSH CREEK WIND FARM, AND A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR THE 345 KV RUSH CREEK TO MISSILE SITE GENERATION TIE TRANSMISSION LINE AND ASSOCIATED FINDINGS OF NOISE AND MAGNETIC FIELD REASONABLENESS.
PROCEEDING16A-0117E NO. 16V-0314E

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO FOR A VARIANCE OF THE CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE FOR THE PAWNEE TO DANIELS PARK 345 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT.
INTERIM DECISION GRANTING MOTION 
TO AMEND PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE, VACATING PREHEARING CONFERENCE, VACATING 
FIRST DAY OF HEARING, AND REQUIRING FILING
Mailed Date:  
August 31, 2016
Adopted Date:  
August 31, 2016

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision extends the deadline for filing prehearing motions and settlement agreements from August 29, 2016 to September 1, 2016.  Responses to prehearing motions shall be filed no later than noon on September 6, 2016.

2. We vacate the prehearing conference scheduled for September 2, 2016 as well as the first day of hearings scheduled on September 7, 2016.

3. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) shall file an exhibit list and an order of witnesses with estimated cross-examination times no later than noon on September 7, 2016. 
B. Discussion

4. On May 19, 2016, we scheduled hearings in this matter for September 7 through September 9, 2016.
  

5. On June 17, 2016, we set deadlines for the filing of prehearing motions and for the filing of responses to such motion as August 29, 2016 and September 1, 2016, respectively.
  We also scheduled a prehearing conference for September 2, 2016, at which Public Service was directed to present an exhibit list and an order of witnesses with estimated cross-examination times.

6. On August 29, 2016, Public Service filed an Unopposed Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule (Motion).  The Company requests that the deadline for filing prehearing motions and a potential settlement agreement be extended to September 1, 2016.  Public Service proposes that responses to any motions filed on September 1, 2016 be filed no later than noon on September 6, 2016.

7. Public Service explains that it requests the extension given the current state 
of settlement negotiations currently taking place between all parties.  The Company states significant progress has been made and that the discussions can and should continue.

8. Public Service states that all parties are either in agreement with or unopposed to the relief requested and asks that response time to the Motion be waived.

C. Conclusions and Findings

9. We find good cause to waive response time and grant the Motion.  The procedural schedule is modified, such that prehearing motions and any settlement agreement reached by the parties shall be filed no later than September 1, 2016.  Response time to any prehearing motion shall be filed no later than noon on September 6, 2016.

10. Given these modifications to the procedural schedule, it is necessary to vacate the prehearing conference scheduled on September 2, 2016.  We also vacate the first day of hearing to afford us additional time to review any filings made on September 1 and September 6, 2016.

11. We directed Public Service to confer with the parties to develop an exhibit list 
and an order of witnesses with estimated cross-examination times for presentation at the September 2, 2016 prehearing conference.  We modify that requirement and order the Company to confer with the parties and file an exhibit list and an order of witnesses with estimated 
cross-examination times no later than noon on September 7, 2016.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Response time to the Unopposed Motion to Amend Procedural Schedule (Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on August 29, 2016 is waived and the Motion is granted. 
2. Prehearing motions, including any settlement agreement, shall be filed no later than September 1, 2016.

3. Responses to prehearing motions shall be filed no later than September 6, 2016 at noon.

4. The prehearing conference scheduled for September 2, 2016 is vacated.
5. Hearings on September 7, 2016 are vacated.  Hearings in this matter instead shall begin at 9:00 a.m. on September 8, 2016.  
6. Public Service shall confer with the parties and file an exhibit list and an order of witnesses with estimated cross-examination times no later than noon on September 7, 2016. 

7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 31, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
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� Decision No. C16-0423-I, issued May 19, 2016, Proceeding Nos. 16A-0117E and 16V-0314E.


� Decision No. C16-0548-I, issued June 17, 2016, Proceeding Nos. 16A-0117E and 16V-0314E.
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