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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Amend Application (Motion) filed by the Town of Windsor (Windsor) on June 27, 2016, requesting authority to make changes to the original crossing warning design by removal of the existing traffic signal west of the existing tracks upon installation of the railroad gates previously approved by the Commission in Decision No. C15-0687
 at the highway-rail crossing of Eastman Park Drive with the tracks of the Great Western Railway (GWR), National Inventory No. 871917X, in Windsor, County of Weld, State of Colorado.

2. On July 6, 2016, Staff of the Commission sent correspondence to Windsor requesting clarification of plans filed with the Motion.

3. On July 7, Windsor provided the clarification requested.

4. No responses were filed to the Motion.

5. As grounds for its Motion, Windsor states that it started construction of the crossing improvements in October 2015.  Field locates of the proposed railroad gates showed that the necessary location of the gates was in conflict with the existing traffic signal pole west of the GWR tracks.  This traffic signal currently has signal head controls for both vehicle traffic and  train traffic through the Eastman Park Drive crossing.

6. Windsor states that once the four-quadrant railroad crossing system is installed, the flashing lights and gates will provide warning through the crossing instead of the traffic signal, which eliminates the need for the traffic signal pole west of the GWR tracks.  Vehicle traffic through the Eastman Park Drive/SH 257 intersection will still be controlled by the traffic signal at the intersection with eastbound vehicles required to stop for the intersection at the stop bar west of the GWR tracks.  As confirmed by Windsor, there is a distance of 117’ between the proposed stop bar location and the faces of the existing traffic signal, which is in conformance to the signal visibility requirements of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices as shown on the updated plans.

7. Windsor will bear all costs associated with the removal of the traffic signal west of the GWR tracks.

8. Windsor states that it has discussed these proposed modifications with the Colorado Department of Transportation and the GWR, and all are in agreement with the proposed changes and respectfully requests approval by the Commission of the changes proposed in its Amended Application.

9. We find that good cause exists and that the requirements of public safety are met by granting the Motion and Amended Application consistent with the above discussion.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Amend Application filed by the Town of Windsor (Windsor) on June 27, 2016, requesting authority to make changes to the original crossing warning design by removal of the existing traffic signal west of the existing tracks upon installation of the railroad gates previously approved by the Commission in Decision No. C15-0687 at the highway-rail crossing of Eastman Park Drive with the tracks of the Great Western Railway (GWR), National Inventory No. 871917X, in Windsor, County of Weld, State of Colorado is granted.
2. Windsor is authorized and ordered to proceed with the installation of railroad signal equipment and removal of the traffic signal west of the GWR tracks upon installation of the active warning equipment.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further decisions as necessary.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 20, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
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________________________________
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________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. C16-0687 was issued in this proceeding on July 16, 2015.
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