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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Permission to Amend Application (Motion) filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on June 20, 2016.  RTD requests to change the design of the flashing lights and gates at the Thornton Parkway crossing from a single entrance gate for each direction of roadway travel that spans the entire roadway width to two entrance gates for each direction of travel that each span a single lane with one gate coming from the edge of the roadway and one gate coming from the roadway median.  All other elements of the original Application remain unchanged.

2. Although RTD provides no grounds for the requested changes, we can see reason for the proposed changes.  There have been issues with longer gates at crossings on the University of Colorado A Line where the longer gates were blown into the overhead contact system causing damage to the crossing equipment.  The short gates at the Thornton Parkway location should reduce or eliminate the possibility of this type of event occurring at the Thornton parkway crossing.

B. Conclusions

3. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

4. The Motion filed by RTD is unopposed.  We find that requirements of public safety are met by granting the Motion to Amend Application and granting the Amended Application.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Permission to Amend Application filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on June 20, 2016 is granted and the Amended Application is granted.

2. RTD is authorized and ordered to change the design of the flashing lights and gates at the Thornton Parkway crossing from a single entrance gate for each direction of roadway travel that spans the entire roadway width to two entrance gates for each direction of travel that each span a single lane with one gate coming from the edge of the roadway and one gate coming from the roadway median.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further decisions as necessary.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 13, 2016.
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