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IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 721 FILED BY BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP TO INCREASE ITS BASE RATES FOR ALL RATE SCHEDULES, IMPLEMENT A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT, REVISE ITS TRANSMISSION COST ADJUSTMENT TARIFF, AND IMPLEMENT OTHER PROPOSED CHANGES TO ITS COLORADO PUC NO. 9-ELECTRIC TARIFF TO BE EFFECTIVE JUNE 5, 2016.
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I. by the commission

A. Statement
1. This Decision sets a deadline for the filing of responses to requests for permissive intervention in this matter.   Responses to requests for intervention shall be filed no later than June 24, 2016.  

2. We are also scheduling a prehearing conference for July 6, 2016.

B. Discussion
3. On May 3, 2016, Black Hills Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 721 with tariff sheets and supporting testimony as a Phase I rate proceeding.  The Company requests a net base rate increase of approximately $8.9 million upon the expiration of its Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act rate adjustment mechanism (CACJA Rider). The CACJA Rider will be collecting approximately $5.9 million on an annualized basis when it expires on December 31, 2016.  Therefore, when the CACJA Rider amounts are moved to base rates for recovery, the total proposed base rate increase will be approximately $14.8 million.  

4. On May 20, 2016, we set for hearing the tariffs filed by Black Hills under Advice Letter No. 721 and suspended their effective date for 120 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.
  We required requests for intervention in this matter to be filed no later than June 20, 2016 and set response time to the Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information filed by Black Hills on May 3, 2016 to coincide with the intervention deadline. We also indicated that while a full procedural schedule would be established by separate decision, we intended to begin the evidentiary hearings in this matter on October 18, 2016.  We also indicated that a hearing to take public comment will be held in Pueblo, Colorado prior to the evidentiary hearing. The date, time, and location for the public comment hearing will be established by separate decision.

C. Conclusions and Findings

5. We will convene a prehearing conference to establish a procedural schedule on July 6, 2016.  

6. In order to establish the parties in this matter prior to the prehearing conference, we will establish response time to requests for permissive intervention filed on or before June 20, 2016.  Responses to requests for intervention shall be filed no later than June 24, 2016.

7. We direct Black Hills to confer with the parties to develop a proposed procedural schedule that culminates in a hearing beginning on October 18, 2016.  Black Hills shall file the proposed procedural schedule no later than noon on July 5, 2016.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Responses to requests for permissive intervention shall be filed no later than June 24, 2016.

2. A prehearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:
July 6, 2016

TIME:
10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room

Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

3. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) shall confer with the parties in this matter to develop a proposed procedural schedule, consistent with the discussion above.  Black Hills shall file the proposed procedural schedule no later than noon on July 5, 2016.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 22, 2016.
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� Decision No. C16-0430, issued May 20, 2016, Proceeding No. 16AL-0326E.
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