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I. statement
1. On June 8, 2016, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Application in its Cost of Service Gas (COSG) in Proceeding No. 16A-0053G, pursuant to Rule 1309(d), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 (Notice).   We grant Public Service’s withdrawal and close the proceeding.
2. Public Service filed its COSG application on January 26, 2016.  On March 24, 2016 by Decision No. C16-0242-I, the Commission deemed the application complete, and required the filing of Supplemental Direct Testimony addressing numerous questions raised by the application and direct testimony.

3. By Decision No. C16-0339-I issued April 20, 2016, a procedural schedule was established and the Supplemental Testimony due date was established for June 27, 2016.  A hearing on the application was scheduled for December 5 through 9, 2016.
4. Public Service states in its Notice that after responding to numerous discovery requests from the intervenors in this proceeding, the Company concluded that litigation of the application would be contentious, costly, and would not address many of the concerns raised about the application.  Public Service notes the Commission's dismissal of the COSG program proposed by Black Hills Energy in Proceeding Nos. 15A-0867G and 15A-0868E, and acknowledges that while significant differences existed between the programs, there were also significant similarities.  Although Public Service believes that the underlying concept of the COSG program may have merit, the matter is not ripe at this time and the Company intends to evaluate its options in regard to bringing greater price stability to customers.
5. Rule 1309(d) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 provides: “[a] party may withdraw an application or petition upon notification to the Commission and all parties prior to 45 days before the first day of hearing.”  The Notice complies with this requirement.

6. The Commission hereby grants the withdrawal.

7.  The proceeding is now closed.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Public Service Company of Colorado’s Application for Approval of a Cost of Service Program filed on January 26, 2016 is withdrawn.

2. The procedural schedule and hearing set by Decision No. C16-0339-I are vacated.

3. Proceeding No. 16A-0053G is closed.

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

5. The Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 15, 2016.
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