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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a petition filed on April 6, 2016 by Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab (Denver Yellow Cab).
2. Denver Yellow Cab requests a waiver of Rule 6255(b) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-6 (Age of Motor Vehicles).

3. The vehicle for which a waiver is requested is a 2008 Ford Crown Victoria,
 VIN No. 2FAHP71V18X160070.  The waiver is requested from July 1, 2016 through July 1, 2018.
4. The Commission noticed this petition to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on April 18, 2016.

5. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding has been filed.  This proceeding is therefore uncontested.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

6. Rule 6255(b), 4 CCR 723-6, states that the maximum age of motor vehicles for taxicab carriers operating within or between the Counties of Arapahoe, Adams, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, El Paso, and Jefferson shall be eight model years.  Denver Yellow Cab, pursuant to Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 2378, may provide taxi service, between all points located within a radius of 16 miles of 16th and Champa Streets in Denver Colorado, and also including as part of the base area Denver International Airport, and from said points, on the one hand, to all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.  Therefore, Denver Yellow Cab is subject to the age requirement named in Rule 6255(b), 4 CCR 723-6.

7. Mr. Carl Allen, the regional vice president of Denver Yellow Cab, submitted the following statement from Mr. Robert Reilly, the owner of the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria, as support for the waiver: 

I am a semi-retired owner-driver at Yellow Cab, with a career spanning over 30 years.  In June, 2013, I had to retire my 2003 Ford Crown Victoria under the 
8-year rule.  I bought my current 2008 Crown Vic as a retired State Patrol car with 150,146 miles.  In the 3 years since, I have put on about 15,235 miles per year, for a total of 45,705 miles (current odometer reading is 195,851 miles).
Most fleet vehicles are driven every week, year round, on day shifts, night shifts, weekend shifts, and by a number of different drivers.  The goal is always maximum utilization. According to Yellow Cab records, fleet vehicles are driven an average of 50,000 miles per year.  Over the course of 8 years, most of those vehicles would have more than 400,000 miles on them.  My cab has less than half that number of miles on it.

I am proud of my taxicab and quite particular about keeping it in top-notch condition.  My passengers often comment about what a nice clean cab I have, and some even ask if it's new. I drive fewer than twenty 5-day weeks per year, and I am the only one driving my cab.  As a result, the wear and tear on my cab is far less than that of the typical fleet vehicle.
***
If I am required to buy a replacement cab, I would have to pay the cost of the vehicle, hack-up costs, and additional repairs to a vehicle in unknown condition.  That would pose a significant and unnecessary financial hardship on me, and would jeopardize my ability to continue driving a cab.  Given the financial hardship and the fact that my cab is in excellent condition, I am requesting that the PUC grant me a waiver of the 8-year replacement rule, so I can continue being a cab driver for Yellow Cab.
8. In accordance with Rule 1003 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 
723-1, the Commission may grant waivers or variances from tariffs, Commission rules, and substantive requirements contained in Commission decisions and orders for good cause.  In making a determination, the Commission may take into account, but is not limited to, considerations of hardship, equity, or more effective implementation of overall policy on an individual basis.
9. In consideration of the information submitted with this petition, the Commission finds that good cause has been shown to grant a waiver of Rule 6255(b) for the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria named in this petition from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.

10. Denver Yellow Cab is advised that the grant of the waiver of Rule 6255(b) for the Ford Crown Victoria does not ensure that it will pass a future safety inspection by the Staff of the Commission.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The petition of Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab (Denver Yellow Cab), filed on April 6, 2016, for a waiver of Rule 6255(b) for a 2008 Ford Crown Victoria, VIN No. 2FAHP71V18X160070, is granted in part from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017.

2. Denver Yellow Cab shall keep a copy of this Decision in the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria.  Denver Yellow Cab shall provide this Decision immediately on request by any Commission enforcement official.
3. Denver Yellow Cab shall have the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria inspected pursuant to 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 396.17, as incorporated by Commission Safety Rules, by an inspector qualified in accordance with 49 CFR 396.19 within 30 days of the effective date of this Decision, and the vehicle shall pass such an inspection in order for this waiver to be valid.  Denver Yellow Cab shall maintain a copy of the completed inspection form in the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 26, 2016.
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Doug Dean, Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� As of July 1, 2016, the age of the 2008 Ford Crown Victoria is nine model years.
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