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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This matter comes before the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for consideration of a Motion for Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Information filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on April 13, 2016.  No party filed responses to the Motion.  We grant the Motion consistent with the discussion below.  

B. Discussion, Findings, and Conclusion
2. Public Service seeks extraordinary protection, under Rule 1101(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, for highly confidential and competitively sensitive information to be provided by Public Service in response to discovery requests by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).  
Public Service asserts that it will be harmed by the disclosure of this information to the public and to interveners Wexpro Development Company (Wexpro) and Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC).  
3. Public Service states that the responsive documents relate to the competitive bid process for procuring financial hedges under its approved gas price mitigation (financial hedging) program.  Specifically, the documents contain information associated with negotiations and procurement of the two fixed price financial hedging transactions, including conversations between the Company and bidders, quotes of bids, and executed transactions.  According to Public Service, this information requires highly confidential protection because disclosure to entities participating in the gas hedging market could affect the Company’s ability to negotiate and pay reasonable prices for financial hedging in the future. 

4. Public Service requests that the Commission limit disclosure of this information to: the Commissioners, Commission Administrative Law Judges, the Commission’s advisory staff and advisory attorneys, the Commission’s trial staff and attorneys for trial staff, and the Office of Consumer Counsel staff and attorneys.  Interveners Wexpro and EOC will therefore not have access to this information. 
5. Public Service also filed a proposed non-disclosure agreement as required by Rule 1101(b)(V), and attached it to the motion.  The Company also filed an affidavit containing a list of all the persons with access to the highly confidential information and the period of time for which the information must remain subject to highly confidential protection.  The Company requests that all parties and their counsel either destroy or return the highly confidential information at the conclusion of this Proceeding.

6. Public Service states that it has conferred with counsel for all of the parties and that none of the parties oppose the relief it is requesting. No parties filed a response.  The motion is thus unopposed.
7. We find that it is appropriate for Public Service to withhold competitively sensitive information from Wexpro and EOC under Rule 1101.  We therefore grant Public Service’s motion for a protective order.
8. We also order parties to destroy the highly confidential information and documents at the conclusion of this proceeding at Public Service’s request.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection for Highly Confidential Information filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on April 13, 2016, is granted.
2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 27, 2016.
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