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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Joint Application for Approval of Internal Reorganization and Waiver of Certain Commission Rules (Application) filed on April 18, 2016 by Sprint Corporation (Sprint) and SoftBank Group Corp. (SoftBank) (collectively, Applicants). 

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be due on May 6, 2016.

B. Discussion

3. The Applicants filed the Application on April 18, 2016.  The Applicants request Commission authority to complete an internal reorganization of the ownership of Sprint Communications L.P. (Sprint Communications).  Sprint Communications is authorized by the Commission as a competitive local exchange carrier
 and as an interexchange carrier.

4. The Applicants state that the reorganization will result in the addition of a holding company between SoftBank, the corporation that holds ownership of Sprint, and the two holding companies that currently hold Sprint’s shares.  The Applicants state that the reorganization will not directly affect Sprint Communications, as the transaction will be at the holding company level only.  The Applicants further state that the reorganization will not result in a transfer of Sprint Communications’s certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) or of its assets, and they state that the transaction is not a merger.
  

5. The Applicants state that since the reorganization will not result in a transfer of operating authority or assets, and will not affect Sprint Communications’s customers in Colorado, the Commission does not have authority over the reorganization.  However, the Applicants request that the Commission issue a decision granting the Applicants authority to complete the reorganization.  

6. The Applicants also request a shortened notice and intervention period of 15 days.

C. Findings and Conclusions

7. The Applicants state that the Commission does not have jurisdiction over the proposed reorganization as there will be no transfer of Sprint Communications’s assets. The Applicants assert that no Colorado customers will be affected by the transaction.  Nonetheless, the Applicants seek a Commission decision granting authority to complete the transaction.  

8. We require an explanation from the Applicants as to the authority under which we would issue such an order. We therefore direct the Applicants to provide, by May 2, 2016, supplemental information as to the Commission’s jurisdiction in this matter.

9. We find good cause to grant the Applicants’ request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be due on May 6, 2016.
10. The Joint Application of Sprint Communications Company L.P. and SoftBank Group Corp. for Approval of Internal Reorganization is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Application has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Sprint Communications Company L.P. and SoftBank Group Corp. shall file additional information regarding Commission jurisdiction in the matter of the internal reorganization by May 2, 2016, consistent with the discussion above.
2. The request of Sprint Communications Company L.P. and SoftBank Group Corp. to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Joint Application for Approval of Internal Reorganization filed on April 18, 2016 is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

3. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on May 6, 2016.

4. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by May 6, 2016.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

5. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

6. The Commission may consider the Application for Approval of Internal Reorganization without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the petition.

7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 20, 2016.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


GLENN A. VAAD
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER FRANCES A. KONCILJA ABSENT.




� Decision No. R97-493, Proceeding No. 96A-288T issued May 14, 1997


� Decision No. C88-1332, Application No. 39161 issued October 5, 1988.


� An application is required under 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-2-2002(a) and 4 CCR �723-2-2109 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, if a transaction results in the transfer of a CPCN, transfer of assets, or merger with another entity.  


� The Applicants request a waiver of Commission Rule 1609(d) and Rule 1206(d).  As we do not have a Rule 1609(d) and Rule 1206(d) allows for a shortened notice and intervention period, we construe this request to mean that the Applicants request an order shortening the notice and intervention period, as allowed under 4 CCR 723-1-1206(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
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