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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. On March 9, 2016, Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed a petition for a variance from the directive in Decision No. C14-0733 in which the Commission approved its 2015-2017 Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan (Current DSM Plan).
  Black Hills requests approval of modifications to the Evaluation, Measurement, and Verification (EM&V) schedule for certain DSM programs included in the Current DSM Plan.

2. This Decision grants the uncontested petition.

B. Discussion and Findings
3. Black Hills filed an application for approval of its Current DSM Plan in Proceeding No. 14A-0488G on May 15, 2014. 
4. On July 2, 2014, the Commission granted the uncontested application by Decision No. C14-0733.  

5. In its petition, Black Hills seek approval of changes to the EM&V schedule set forth in the Current DSM Plan in Section 3.1 Table 2.  

6. Black Hills explains that the Residential Behavior Change Program was new to the Company’s DSM portfolio in 2015 and that the final data from the first year of the program was not available to the Company until February 2016.  Black Hills states that there is insufficient time to do a full scale evaluation of the program for a report to be filed by April 1, 2016.  Black Hills proposes to conduct an evaluation of the Residential Behavior Change Program for the plan using data from plan year 2015 and a significant portion of the plan year 2016.  The report would be filed by April 1, 2017.

7.  Further, Black Hills explains it is in the process of evaluating two sub-programs under its Low-Income Weatherization and Affordable Homes Program. The Company proposes to submit a report earlier than scheduled (by April 1, 2016) for the Low-Income Weatherization and Black Hills Energy Weatherization Teams sub-programs for evaluation year 2015. Black Hills reports that the Affordable Housing (New Construction) program had no participants in evaluation year 2015. The Company proposes to evaluate its Affordable Housing (New Construction) subprogram separately for the 2016 evaluation year with a report filed by April 1, 2017.

8. Black Hills certifies in the petition that it has conferred with Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) and the Colorado Energy Office (CEO), the only intervener in Proceeding No. 14A-0488G.  Black Hills states that both Staff and CEO do not oppose the petition. 

9. On March 16, 2016, the Commission established a shortened notice and intervention period for the petition.
  Requests for intervention were required to be filed no later than March 25, 2016.
10. No requests for intervention were filed.
11. We find good cause to grant the unopposed petition.  The proposed changes to the EM&V schedule for the specific programs in Black Hills’s Current DSM Plan are reasonable.  Black Hills shall conduct the evaluations and file the reports consistent with the dates set forth in the petition.
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition for Variance from the 2015 and 2016 Evaluation, Measurement, and Verification Schedule Under the 2015-2017 Demand Side Management Plan filed by Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP on March 9, 2016 is granted.  
2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision. 
12. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
March 30, 2016.
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