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I. statement

1. On May 15, 2018, Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. filed Advice Letter No. 86-Gas with supporting testimony and attachments.  The proposed effective date of the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 86-Gas is June 15, 2018. 
2. On May 22, 2018, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Protest, Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing.  OCC is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding
3. On June 8, 2018, by Decision No. C18-0430, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariffs for 120 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and referred the matter to an administrative law judge (ALJ) for disposition.

4. On June 12, 2018, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1401, and Request for Hearing.  In that filing Staff identified the Trial Advocacy (litigation) Staff and the Advisory Staff as required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 
723-1-1007(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  Staff is an intervenor as of right and a party in this proceeding.

5. On June 20, 2018, by Decision No. R18-0483-I, a prehearing conference was scheduled for July 17, 2018. 

II. Further Suspension of Effective Date of Tariff Sheets.  

6. The Commission has suspended the effective date of the tariffs that accompanied Advice Letter No. 86-Gas for 90 days.  By further order, the Commission may suspend for additional time the effective date of the tariff sheets that accompanied the Advice Letter.  

7. By this Decision and pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., and Rules 4 CCR 
723-1-1305(c) and 723-1-1305(e), the ALJ will suspend for an additional 90 days (that is until, January 11, 2018), the effective date of the tariff sheets that accompanied the Advice Letter.  If the Commission does not establish new rates by that date, the tariff sheets filed with the Advice Letter may become effective

III. Procedural Schedule

8. At the prehearing conference held on July 17, 2018, the parties agreed to the following procedural schedule:

Answer Testimony





August 10, 2018


Rebuttal Testimony





September 7, 2018

Evidentiary Hearing





September 25-28, 2018
Statements of Position





October 12, 2018

9. The procedural schedule as stated above is acceptable and shall be adopted. 

A. Public Hearing
10. This is a rate case proceeding.  In a rate case, the ALJ’s practice is to hold a hearing to take public comment.  

11. By this Decision, the ALJ will schedule a hearing to take public comment on the issues in this proceeding.  The hearing will be held in Denver, Colorado on September 6, 2018.  

12. The following are the procedures for the hearing to take public comment:  

a.
An individual who is a party or who is a representative of a party will not be permitted to present comments at the hearing to take public comment.  Parties will present their positions and will make their comments through testimony at the evidentiary hearing.  
b.
The hearing to take public comment will be transcribed.  

c.
The hearing to take public comment will begin at 4:00 p.m. and will continue until concluded, but in no event later than 6:00 p.m.  
d.
Individuals who wish to make a comment will sign up to speak and will be heard in the order in which they sign up to speak.  Generally, the ALJ will permit each individual to speak for five minutes; but the length of time allotted to each speaker will depend on the number of persons who wish to speak.  
e.
If they wish to do so, Parties may ask clarifying questions of an individual who makes a comment at the hearing to take public comment.  
f.
The ALJ may ask clarifying questions of an individual who makes a comment at the hearing to take public comment.  
12.
It is the Commission’s practice to take into consideration written and oral comments made by members of the public.  The Parties will have an opportunity to respond orally to the comments made during the public hearings at the start of the evidentiary hearing.  The Parties are advised, and are on notice that a desire to respond to any such comments must be made prior to the evidentiary hearing
IV. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A hearing to take public comment in this matter is scheduled for the following date, at the following times and in the following location:  

DATE:
September 6, 2018  

TIME:
4:00 p.m. and continuing until concluded, 
 
but in no event later than 6:00 p.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  
2. The procedures for the hearing to take public comment are set out above.  

3. The procedural schedule contained in ¶ 8 above is adopted.

4. The evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled for the following dates, at the following time, and in the following location:  

DATES:
September 25 through 28, 2018  

TIME:

9:00 a.m.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

 
Denver, Colorado  

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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