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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On June 14, 2021, Natural Resources Defense Council and Sierra Club (collectively, the Conservation Coalition) filed a Motion Requesting that the Commission Allow All Parties to Participate in the June 18 Technical Conference, or, in the Alternative, Allow Parties to File Written Comments (Motion). 

2. This Decision grants the Motion, in part, and denies it, in part. Only Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) will be allowed to participate at the technical conference scheduled for June 18, 2021.  However, we will accept written comments filed in this Proceeding concerning the need for Supplemental Direct Testimony. Written comments submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 17, 2021, will be reviewed prior to the technical conference.  

B. Discussion

3. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on May 19, 2021, we discussed several procedural matters regarding Public Service’s Verified Application for Approval of its 2021 Electric Resource Plan and Clean Energy Plan (Application).
 Among other things, we expressed interest in requiring Supplemental Direct Testimony on various topics. We also noted that, prior to ordering any Supplemental Direct Testimony, we would allow Public Service to respond.

4. On May 24, 2021, Public Service filed a Notice Regarding Availability for Technical Conference in which it noted its willingness to participate in a technical conference with appropriate personnel to address the modeling performed for and included as part of its Application. In Decision No. C21-0331-I,
 we scheduled a technical conference with Public Service for June 18. 

5. In its Motion, the Conservation Coalition suggests that the parties may have procedural or substantive suggestions to assist the Commission in determining whether to require the filing of additional testimony and that the intervenors may also have questions the Commission could consider asking Public Service about the Company’s modeling. The Conservation Coalition requests that the Commission allot four minutes to each party to speak at the technical conference on June 18. The Conservation Coalition argues that “due process concerns weigh in favor of allowing the parties to speak at the technical conference.”
 It notes that this is a fully litigated proceeding and argues that it “is extremely rare in a litigated proceeding for the Commission to grant only one party, much less the applicant, the opportunity to speak directly to the Commissioners with no opportunity for other parties to speak.”

6. In the alternative, the Conservation Coalition asks that if the Commission rejects its request to permit all parties to speak at the technical conference, that the Commission accept written comments before and after the technical conference. Specifically, the Conservation Coalition requests that the Commission accept written comments that are submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 17, 2021. In addition, the Conservation Coalition requests that after the technical conference the parties be allowed to submit written comments up to the date on which the Commission issues a decision on supplemental direct testimony, or within seven calendar days of the technical conference, whichever occurs earlier. The Conservation Coalition states that if the Commission requires a page limit on such comments, a ten-page limit would be appropriate. 

7. The Conservation Coalition represents that Public Service opposes the Motion, reportedly taking the position that a technical conference is not a forum for the parties to 
cross-examine or question the personnel attending on behalf of the Company.

8. We deny the Conservation Coalition’s request for all parties to be allowed four minutes to speak at the June 18 technical conference, but grant its alternative request to permit written comments from parties. The purpose of the publicly webcast technical conference is limited to Public Service responding to whether the areas of interest we previously identified are addressed in the initial Application filings, whether a proposed topic can be addressed timely and sufficiently through Supplemental Direct Testimony, and other practical matters related to addressing the areas of interest as the Proceeding moves forward and is developed further by interested parties. Balancing the need for efficiency and clarity, it is not practical for all parties to participate in the narrowly focused technical conference. 
9. In accordance with the procedures yet to be adopted at the prehearing conference scheduled for June 23, 2021, parties will have ample opportunity to raise their arguments and further develop the record. For example, parties, including the Conservation Coalition, have the ability to confer with Public Service at any time, request discovery, and file Answer and 
Cross-Answer Testimony. In addition, while we deny the Conservation Coalition’s request to allow all parties to participate directly at the technical conference, we grant its request to allow parties to file written comments.
 We note that members of the public have already filed such written comments. Written comments submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 17, 2021, will be reviewed prior to the technical conference. While we do not limit how many pages these comments may be, we urge the parties to be concise and focused on the issue of Supplemental Direct Testimony.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion Requesting that the Commission Allow All Parties to Participate in the June 18 Technical Conference, or, in the Alternative, Allow Parties to File Written Comments that the Natural Resources Defense Council and Sierra Club filed on June 14, 2021, is granted in part and denied in part, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 16, 2021.
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� The Application was filed on March 31, 2021.


� See Decision No. C21-0315-I, adopted May 19, 2021 and mailed May 27, 2021, p. 25.


� Adopted June 2, 2021, Mailed June 7, 2021.


� Motion, p. 3.


� Id.


 	� Given that parties will have an opportunity to file written comments regarding Supplemental Direct Testimony—on top of the other procedural process they can avail themselves of such as discovery and Answer Testimony—we see little additional benefit to allowing every party in this Proceeding to speak for four minutes at the technical conference. 
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