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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the petition for temporary waiver of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 
723-3-3412(g)(II)(B), filed June 3, 2021, by Black Hills Colorado Electric, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills or Company).  

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be filed by June 30, 2021.
B. Discussion

3. On June 3, 2021, Black Hills filed a petition requesting a temporary waiver of Rule 4 CCR 723-3-3412(g)(II)(B) effective on July 15, 2021.  Black Hills states the temporary waiver will enable Black Hills to continue billing each electric residential customer at amounts greater than $0.31 per month to fund the Company’s low-income bill assistance program.  Black Hills states it will continue billing at $0.51 per month based on emergency rules adopted in Decision No. C20-0899, issued December 16, 2020 in Proceeding No. 20R-0537EG.  Black Hills notes the emergency rules are set to expire July 14, 2021.  Black Hills requests the rule waiver be temporary and remain in effect until permanent rules are adopted in a future rulemaking proceeding amending Rule 4 CCR 723-3-3412.  

4. With the petition for rule waiver, pursuant to Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1003(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, Black Hills requests the Commission shorten the notice and intervention period set forth in Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1206 to 14 days.  Black Hills states this shortened period will assist Black Hills’ efforts to provide support to low-income customer participation in the program with adequate funding levels.  

C. Findings and Conclusions

5. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’ request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  We find this request reasonable, given the narrow scope of the petition for rule waiver and the need to have the waiver in effect on July 15, 2021, after the emergency rules adopted in Proceeding No. 20R-0537EG expire on July 14, 2021.

6. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be filed no later than June 30, 2021.

7. Black Hills’ petition for rule waiver is available for public inspection by accessing the Commission’s E-Filings System at: Colorado.gov/dora/puc.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that Black Hills’ petition for rule waiver has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:
8. The request of Black Hills Colorado Electric, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills) for a shortened notice and intervention period for its petition for temporary waiver of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3412(g)(II)(B), filed June 3, 2021, is granted. 
9. Service of this Decision will provide notice of Black Hills’ petition for rule waiver  to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.
10. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on June 30, 2021.

11. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, no later than June 30, 2021. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission:

1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.

12. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

13. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 16, 2021.
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