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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Discussion
1. On September 11, 2019, in accordance with the Colorado Transmission Coordination Act of 2019, §§ 40-2.3-101 and 102, C.R.S., the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) opened this proceeding to investigate the potential costs and benefits to electric utilities, other generators, and Colorado electricity customers that would arise from electric utilities participating in a regional electricity market, and to aid the Commission in its determination of whether such participation is in the public interest. 
2. Stakeholders were encouraged to submit initial comments on various topics by November 15, 2019, and to file responsive comments by December 15, 2019. 

3. On March 23, 2020, the Commission issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for quantitative modeling and analysis in support of its investigation.
 As discussed at the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on September 9, 2020, the RFP was awarded to Siemens Power Technologies International (Siemens) in June of 2020. Staff of the Commission (Staff) will file the completed analysis into this instant proceeding.

4. To further the Commission’s investigation and inform its decision determining whether electric utilities participating in an energy market is in the public interest, and as required by § 40-2.3-102(2), C.R.S., the Commission has scheduled a hearing for public comment for June 24, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  In accordance with § 40-2.3-102(2), C.R.S., at the 
June 24th hearing for public comment, the Commission will consider the information received during this investigation and engage in deliberation on whether electric utilities should participate in an energy imbalance market, regional transmission organization, power pool, or joint tariff. We intend for that discussion to include the quantitative modeling and analysis completed by Siemens, as well as any other relevant topics presented by stakeholders.

5. The Commission seeks to know in advance of the hearing, which stakeholders intend to provide oral comment and what topics the comments will address.

6. In addition, we invite written comments from stakeholders in response to:

· The quantitative modeling and analysis completed by Siemens, which was filed in this proceeding on June 11, 2021;
· Oral comments made by stakeholders at the June 24th hearing for public comment; and

· Market activities, developments or newly-relevant information since the initial and responsive comments filed on November 15, 2019 and December 16, 2019 respectively.
Such comments shall be filed by July 16, 2021.  Responsive comments shall be filed by July 30, 2021 
7. Pursuant to § 40-2.3-102(3), C.R.S., on or before December 1, 2021, the Commission must issue a decision determining whether the participation of Colorado’s electric utilities in organized markets is in the public interest. The Commission anticipates that prior to this determination, Staff will file a report in this proceeding discussing relevant public interest considerations, including quantitative modeling efforts, governance, transmission planning, interconnection queues and other issues not specifically addressed in the quantitative modeling and analysis completed by Siemens. Additionally, we anticipate this report will include discussion of the results from the Department of Energy-funded, Utah Energy Office led investigation into Western Organized Market Configurations.
8. The Commission also anticipates that additional public hearings, comments, or Commission Information Meetings may be scheduled prior to its final order in this proceeding.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Stakeholders interested in providing oral comments at the June 24, 2021 hearing for public comment shall email the Colorado Public Utilities Commission at dora_puc_website@state.co.us by June 18, 2021. The email shall include the Proceeding number in the subject line of the email and indicate the main subject of the comments. Comments shall be limited to two to three minutes in length.
2. Consistent with the discussion above, interested stakeholders shall submit written comments in response to this Decision no later than July 16, 2021.
3. Responsive comments shall be filed by July 30, 2021.
4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 9, 2021.
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� See Proceeding No. 19M-0495E, Notice of Request for Proposal (submitted March 23, 2020).
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