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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. By this Decision, we grant the motion filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on July 24, 2018, to modify the traffic signal design for the Miller Street crossing along RTD’s G-Line commuter rail corridor.
B. Background

2. On September 5, 2013, RTD and co-applicant BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) submitted an application to alter an at-grade crossing at Miller Street in the Cities of Arvada and Wheat Ridge (Application). By Decision No. C13-1343, issued October 28, 2013, the Commission granted the Application, with modifications.

3. On July 24, 2018, RTD filed a Motion for Permission to Amend Application, seeking to modify the traffic signal design for the crossing (Motion). In its Motion, RTD indicates that intervenor City of Arvada does not oppose the Motion. On July 26, 2018, RTD filed a notice indicating that BNSF has informed RTD that it also does not oppose the Motion.
C. Findings and Conclusions

4. RTD proposes three modifications to the traffic signal phasing for the crossing. First, RTD proposes to not allow pedestrian movements at the intersection adjacent to the crossing during the hold interval while the traffic signal is under preemption control. RTD explains the traffic signal controller currently installed at the intersection lacks the capability to serve pedestrian movements at the adjacent intersection during the hold interval. RTD states that, based on consultation with city traffic engineers, it is preferable to maintain the current functionality rather than introduce non-standard software logic. RTD states that constant display of do not walk indications at the adjacent intersection during the hold interval does not negatively impact public safety as there will not be a potential for pedestrian-motor vehicle conflict.

5. Second, that normal operation has a leading southbound protected left turn phase because the existing traffic signal controller software does not allow the phase to be turned off during normal operation while still used during the hold interval. RTD states this change is needed to allow southbound lefts during the hold interval and does not negatively affect crossing safety. 

6. Third, RTD proposes the southbound flashing yellow arrow display during the lagging northbound protected left phase during normal operation because it is tied by the controller software to the opposing through movement, which is active during the northbound protected left phase. RTD states this change is necessary due to software design and does not affect crossing safety.

7. To implement the changes, RTD requests that Exhibit E-1 – Traffic Signal Design (REV1), sheet 3 of 3 be deleted, and replaced with Exhibit E-1 (REV3) – Traffic Signal Design, sheet 3 of 3, attached to the Motion.

8. We have reviewed the proposed changes described in the unopposed Motion and shown in Exhibit E-1 (REV3), sheet 3 of 3, and will grant the Motion. The time for response has expired, thereby RTD’s request to waive response time is moot.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Permission to Amend Application filed by the Regional Transportation District on July 24, 2018, is granted.

2. The changes in Exhibit E-1 (REV3), sheet 3 of 3, are granted.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 8, 2018.
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