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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Application for Approval of a Third-Party Administrator for Medical Exemption Program, Motion for Variance of Rule 3413(c) and Expedited Treatment, and Amendments to Medical Exemption Rate Tariff Sheets (Application), filed on July 27, 2018 by Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. (Black Hills). 

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be filed by August 13, 2018.

B. Discussion

3. In its Application, Black Hills states that its Tariff Sheet Nos. 6 and 7,
 effective on July 1, 2018, establish rates, terms, and conditions for Residential Service (RS-1).  The RS-1 has a two-part rate design, a customer charge, and an energy charge.  The energy charge has two inverted block tiers, but a single alternative rate is available if an RS-1 customer qualifies for a medical exemption, as required by Rule 3413(a)(I) of 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities.  Black Hills’ Tariff Sheet Nos. 6 and 7 establish an alternative rate plan for medical exemption and describe the requirements for RS-1 customers to qualify for that plan.  

4. Rules 3413(e) and (f) allow a utility to contract with a Commission-approved third party to administer the medical exemption program for verification of medical certificates and household income.  Through the Application, Black Hills requests Commission approval of Colorado Chronic Care Collaborative to carry out the verification activities and for processing attestations as required in Rule 3413(c).  

5. Rule 3413(c) requires attestations of eligibility to be filed annually.  Black Hills requests a variance from that rule, requiring attestations of eligibility every three years.  Black Hills states that the three-year attestation is reasonable and practical, based on the chronic conditions of customers qualifying for the medical exemption rate.  

6. Black Hills states that it seeks to commence enrollments in the medical exemption program with the third-party administrator no later than September 28, 2018.

7. Black Hills requests a shortened notice and intervention period of ten days, stating that neither Staff nor the Office of Consumer Counsel opposes the Application.

C. Findings and Conclusions

8. We find good cause to grant Black Hills’ request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be filed no later than August 13, 2018.
9. The Application for Approval of a Third-Party Administrator for Medical Exemption Program, Motion for Variance of Rule 3413(c) and Expedited Treatment, and Amendments to Medical Exemption Rate Tariff Sheets is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays. This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Application has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Application for Approval of a Third-Party Administrator for Medical Exemption Program, Motion for Variance of Rule 3413(c) and Expedited Treatment, and Amendments to Medical Exemption Rate Tariff Sheets filed on July 27, 2018 is granted.

2. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on August 13, 2018.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, no later than August 13, 2018.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

4. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

5. The Commission may consider the Application for Approval of a Third-Party Administrator for Medical Exemption Program, Motion for Variance of Rule 3413(c) and Expedited Treatment, and Amendments to Medical Exemption Rate Tariff Sheets without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the petition.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 1, 2018.
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