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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On July 13, 2018, Sprint Communications Company L.P. (Sprint Communications) and T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) (collectively, Joint Applicants or Applicants), filed a joint application for approval of an indirect transfer of control (Joint Application), as well as a request to shorten the notice and intervention period to 15 days. 

2. Now, being fully advised in this matter, we deny the request to shorten the notice and intervention period.

B. Discussion, Findings, and Conclusions

3. The Joint Applicants request authority to effectuate a merger transaction that will result in Sprint Communications becoming an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of T-Mobile, (the Indirect Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC) Acquisition).  The transfer is occurring through a transaction at the parent holding company level only, according to the Joint Applicants.  

4. Sprint Communications is authorized to provide telecommunications services in Colorado as a CLEC and as an interexchange carrier pursuant to authorizations granted in Decision No. R97-0493 in Proceeding No. 96A-288T on May 14, 1997 for CLEC authority, and Decision No. C88-1332, and Decision No. C88-1332, Application No. 39161 on October 5, 1988 for interexchange carrier authority.  Sprint Communications is an indirect, wholly owned subsidiary of Sprint Corporation (Sprint), a publicly traded Delaware company.

5. T-Mobile US, Inc. is sole parent to T-Mobile.  T-Mobile US, Inc. is controlled by Deutsche Telekom AG which indirectly holds approximately 62 percent of T-Mobile US, Inc.’s stock.  Deutsche Telekom AG is based in Bonn, Germany, and provides fixed broadband and wireless services to customers in more than 50 countries.

6. T-Mobile and Sprint, have entered into an agreement that sets forth the structure and steps of a proposed transaction (the Merger Transaction).  The Merger Transaction will be a merger of Sprint into an indirect subsidiary of T-Mobile, with Sprint surviving as a direct subsidiary of T-Mobile.  The Merger Transaction will be accomplished through several simultaneous steps as described in more detail in the Joint Application.

7. Following the merger, Sprint Communications will become an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of T-Mobile, but will not otherwise experience a change of control, and will continue to operate as an indirect subsidiary of Sprint.  

8. Here, Applicants seek an expedited treatment of the Application and request that the Commission shorten the intervention period to 15 days pursuant to the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1003(a) and 1206(d).  The Applicants state that good cause exists to shorten the intervention period because the acquisition is occurring by virtue of a transaction at the parent holding company level only, so neither Sprint Communications nor its customers will be directly affected.

9. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we deny the request to shorten the intervention period to 15 days.  We find that the Applicants failed to show good cause to grant the relief requested.  Therefore, the intervention period will be set for the full 30 days.
II. Order
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Sprint Communications Company L.P. and T-Mobile USA, Inc. to shorten the notice period to 15 days is denied consistent with the discussion above.

2. The notice and intervention period shall run for the full 30 days 

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 19, 2018.
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