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I. STATEMENT

1. This Application is the first Electric Resource Plan (ERP) filed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. (Tri-State) before the Commission in response to legislative changes made by Senate Bill 19-236. As enacted by that bill, § 40-2-134, C.R.S., directed the Commission to promulgate new ERP Rules for Tri-State, Colorado’s single wholesale electric cooperative. In developing these ERP Rules, the Commission was to consider whether each wholesale electric cooperative serves a multistate operational jurisdiction; has a not-for-profit ownership structure; and has a resource plan that meets the energy policy goals of the state.

By Decision No. C20-0155, the Commission adopted amendments to the 
ERP Rules at 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3600, et seq of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities.
 The amended ERP Rules define the Commission’s well-established Phase I and Phase II processes as they apply to Tri-State. They also called for a two-part filing 

2. approach that would allow Staff of the Public Utilities Commission and other parties to conduct discovery and learn about Tri-State’s generation fleet and its underlying financial requirements, prior to the submission of Tri-State’s full ERP filing.

3. Accordingly, in Proceeding No. 20M-0218E, Tri-State submitted an Assessment of Existing Resources on June 1, 2020. By Decision No. C20-0820 issued November 25, 2020, the Commission recognized the limited timeline and scope of that proceeding, directed modifications to the Assessment of Existing Resources for Tri-State’s full ERP filing, and encouraged Tri-State to take note of interveners’ positions and to continue to engage stakeholders in the interests of procedural efficiency.

4. On December 1, 2020, Tri-State filed its 2020 ERP in two volumes along with six sets of Direct Testimony and other attachments. With the Application, Tri-State filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information.

The ERP includes a 20-year resource planning period from 2021 through 2040 and a 10-year resource acquisition period from 2021 through 2030. It includes a base case and seven alternative portfolios. While Tri-State states that it has chosen not to file its ERP as a Clean Energy Plan for the seven alternative portfolios, Tri-State calculated carbon emissions from a 2005 baseline based on Colorado wholesale electricity sales and applied a constraint of 
80 percent reduction of carbon emissions by 2030. One of the seven alternative portfolios applies the Social Cost of Carbon as a variable operating cost within the expansion plan model. All portfolios include as a starting point, Tri-State’s November 2020 retirement of the Escalante 

5. Generating Station and the planned retirements of Craig Unit 1 in 2025, Unit 2 in 2028, and 
Unit 3 in 2029.

6. The entire procedural history of this proceeding is provided in previous decisions and is repeated here only to the extent necessary to put the above captioned decision in context. 

7. On January 18, 2022, Tri-State filed its Joint Motion to Approve Unopposed Comprehensive Settlement Agreement (Joint Motion).

8. In the Joint Motion, the Parties state that they have reached a comprehensive settlement with the exception of two parties, who take no position on the settlement.  The Parties also stated that testimony in support of the settlement would be filed by January 26, 2022 and that the Commission would be advised if any party desired to cross-examine any witnesses if a hearing is held.
9. On January 26, 2022, six Parties
 filed testimony in support of the settlement.

10. On January 28, 2022, Tri-State filed its Notice Regarding Cross-Examination (Notice).  In its Notice Tri-State imparts that no party intends to cross-examine any witness if a hearing on the settlement is held.
11. The undersigned Administrative Law Judge finds good cause to sua sponte vacate all hearing dates on the settlement. A later decision shall address approval or any questions concerning the settlement.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing on the settlement scheduled for February 2, 2022, though February 4, 2022, is vacated.

2. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Decision No. C20-0155, issued March 10, 2020, Proceeding No. 19R-0408E.


� Decision No. C20-0820, issued November 25, 2020, Proceeding No. 20M-0218E.


� The Office of the Utility Consumer Advocate filed testimony in support of the hearing on January 27, 2022.
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