Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C22-0062
PROCEEDING No. 22I-0052EG

C22-0062Decision No. C22-0062
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING22I-0052EG NO. 22I-0052EG
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S investigation into how climate change and extreme weather may impact electric and gas utilities.
COMMISSION decision opening AN INVESTIGATORY proceeding
Mailed Date:  
January 28, 2022
Adopted Date:  
January 19, 2022

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Background
1. The State of Colorado experienced one of its most destructive wildfires in its history on December 30, 2021. The level of destruction and extent of the wildfire was likely due to the extraordinarily dry conditions in December in combination with extreme wind conditions on the day of the fire.

2. The Department of Public Safety, Colorado Division of Fire Prevention & Control, provides the following fire history facts:

· 20 of the 20 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 20 years (since 2001); 

· 16 of the top 20 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 13 years (since 2008); 

· 15 of the top 20 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 9 years (since 2012); 

· 11 of the top 20 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 5 years (since 2016); 

· 9 of the top 20 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 3 years (2018 and 2020); and 

· 4 of the top 5 largest wildfires have occurred in the last 3 years (2018 and 2020).

3. In February of 2021, much of the central United States experienced extremely cold weather conditions associated with Storm Uri resulting in the freeze-out of many gas production facilities, wind generating facilities, and other electric generation outages in Texas.  These conditions caused extremely high natural gas prices across the region including in Colorado.  In the summer of 2021, much of the pacific northwest United States experienced heat extremes that were more than five degrees Fahrenheit above any prior recorded temperature, creating unprecedented demands on the electric system.
4. In September of 2013, Colorado's Front Range experienced catastrophic flooding resulting in the loss of life, damage or loss of thousands of homes, and significant damage to infrastructure including roads, bridges, and natural gas transmission and distribution facilities.

5. The Western Area Power Authority (WAPA), in an August 19, 2021 press release, announced that many states in WAPA’s footprint are facing the very real threat of drought so severe that it may complicate hydropower delivery.

6. The Rio Grande Water Conservation District which serves the San Luis Valley in Colorado, recently expressed concerns about Rio Grande Basin aquifer flow rates which uncharacteristically decreased in October of 2021 stating: “[t]ypically, once the summer irrigation season ends in the San Luis Valley and farmers are using less water from the 
Rio Grande Basin in the late fall, the unconfined aquifer will recharge and the flow levels will naturally go up in October and into January.”

B. Discussion
7. The Commission is interested in soliciting information from experts in climate change and weather to better understand whether existing regulations adequately ensure that electric and gas utility service in Colorado can continue to be furnished in a manner that is adequate, reliable, and promotes the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Colorado pursuant to §§ 40-3-101(2) and 40-4-101, C.R.S., and to that end finds that it is appropriate to open a non-adjudicated investigatory proceeding to collect: information from climate and weather experts; studies performed or actions taken by other regulatory entities addressing changing climate and weather; and comments from utilities and other interested persons.

8. We open this non-adjudicatory proceeding to conduct the investigation described above. This proceeding will serve as a repository for the filing of presentations, studies and comments from other states addressing changing climate and weather conditions, and other information provided for Commission consideration, and will serve as a platform from which to: facilitate Commissioner Information Meetings; solicit information from other states, other regulatory entities, utilities, and interested parties; and issue decisions to further the investigation. 
9. Initially, we direct the Staff of the Commission (Staff) to solicit the participation of experts in climate change and weather in the development of presentations for one or more Commission Information Meetings that will be scheduled on a date in the future.  The scope of these presentations should address projected climate and weather extremes and duration that Colorado communities could reasonably expect to experience including drought, temperature, flooding, high winds, and combinations of these extreme conditions.  In addition, it would be helpful if the presentations address which specific areas or regions of Colorado have the highest likelihood of experiencing such extreme conditions.

10. This Decision addresses the first phase of this investigation.  Once this phase is completed, it is likely the Commission, through a subsequent decision, will solicit from utilities and other interested persons, comments and responses to Commission questions.

11. The Commission will hear this non-adjudicatory investigatory proceeding 
en banc.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commission opens this Investigatory Proceeding to solicit information that will be helpful in determining whether current regulations promote safe, reliable, and adequate electric and gas utility service to the citizens of Colorado consistent with the discussion above.
2. This proceeding shall serve as: a repository for Commissioner Information Meeting presentations; a platform to issue decisions, pose questions, and solicit comments from utilities and interested persons; and a repository for comments and responses received.
3. This Proceeding is designated as an administrative proceeding under 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1004(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 
4. The Commission will conduct this non-adjudicatory investigatory proceeding 
en banc.
5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 19, 2022.
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� � HYPERLINK "https://dfpc.colorado.gov/wildfire-information-center/historical-wildfire-information" ��https://dfpc.colorado.gov/wildfire-information-center/historical-wildfire-information�


�� HYPERLINK "https://www.wapa.gov/newsroom/NewsFeatures/2021/Pages/Drought-conditions-may-complicate-hydropower.aspx" �https://www.wapa.gov/newsroom/NewsFeatures/2021/Pages/Drought-conditions-may-complicate-hydropower.aspx�


� Alamosa Citizen, October aquifer reading causes concern, December 4, 2021. [� HYPERLINK "https://www.alamosacitizen.com/aquifer-water-levels-cause-concern/" ��https://www.alamosacitizen.com/aquifer-water-levels-cause-concern/�]
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