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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. By this Decision, the Commission grants the motion filed on December 23, 2021, by Explore Estes, LLC (Explore Estes) requesting the Commission extend the temporary authority issued in Decision No. C21-0476 in this Proceeding on July 30, 2021 (Motion). 
The Commission extends the temporary authority granted to Explore Estes by Decision 
No. C21-0476 until a final administrative decision is rendered in Proceeding No. 21A-0341CP. 

B. Findings and Conclusions 
2. This matter comes before the Commission on a motion filed by Explore Estes on December 23, 2021, to Extend Temporary Authority until a final determination of the related permanent application in Proceeding No. 21A-0341CP. 

3. The Commission did not receive any responses to this Motion. 

4. As relevant here, through Decision No. C21-0476, the Commission granted the application of Explore Estes for temporary authority to provide charter and shuttle service, between all points within a ten-mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado, charter and shuttle service between all points within a ten-mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the one hand and all points within a 30-mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the other hand, and shuttle and charter service between all points within a ten-mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the one hand and Denver International Airport, Denver, Colorado on the other hand. The Commission granted this temporary authority for a period of 180 days beginning on July 30, 2021. The temporary authority will expire on approximately January 27, 2022.
5. On July 15, 2021, in Proceeding No. 21A-0341CP, Explore Estes filed an application for permanent authority (Permanent Application) to provide shuttle service, charter service, and sightseeing service in the Estes Park area.  

6. A recommended decision (Recommended Decision) was issued in the Permanent Application proceeding on January 11, 2022.
 The Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, on January 31, 2022.
7. The Recommended Decision grants Explore Estes a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to Operate as a Common Carrier of Passengers by Motor Vehicle for transportation of passengers, restricted to the use of vehicles with a rated seating capacity of six passengers or less plus the driver, for:
a.
Charter service 
between all points within a 10 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado; 
b.
Charter service 
between all points within a 10 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the one hand and all points within a 30 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the other hand (restricted against point-to-point service in Grand County); 
c.
Shuttle service 
between all points within a 10 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado; 
d.
Shuttle service 
between all points within a 10 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the one hand and all points within a 30 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado on the other hand (restricted against point-to-point service in Grand County); and
e.
Sightseeing service, on call and demand, 
between all points within a 20 mile radius of the intersection of Elkhorn and Moraine, Estes Park, Colorado (restricted to transportation service that originates and terminates at the same point).
8. Controlling statutes permit the Commission to grant an extension of temporary authority for good cause shown, which may extend until a final administrative decision is rendered. § 40-10.1-204(1), C.R.S.

9. The Motion states, in pertinent part, that: 

The Commission found an immediate and urgent need for the authority sought in the temporary authority application. Applicant has provided service and continues to provide service under the temporary authority. Thus, a failure to grant the extension request would harm the travelling public.

and
A grant of the extension request is in the public interest. It is filed to insure that there is no lapse of authority to provide a service for which there is both a continuing immediate and urgent need for service and a permanent need for service. Granting the extension request will insure continuity of needed services.

10. The Commission finds that Explore Estes has shown good cause to extend the temporary authority granted by Decision No. C21-0476 until a final administrative decision is rendered in Proceeding No. 21A-0341CP. 
 In this instance, the temporary authority is extended until Explore Estes provides sufficient proof as required by Ordering Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Recommended Decision that it has complied with all requirements for a permit and can legally provide the transportation services set out in the Recommended Decision, but in no case later than 60 days from the effective date of the Recommended Decision (expected April 1, 2022).
11. The Commission notes that the temporary authority to operate extended by 
this Decision, as well as the temporary authority extended by the Commission in Decision 
No. C21-0787, issued on December 10, 2021, in Proceeding No. 21A-0237CP-TA, do not reflect the exact services Estes Park may offer under the CPCN issued in the Recommended Decision. As such, the Commission emphasizes the limited time in which Explore Estes may operate under this temporary authority and the temporary authority granted in Decision No. C21-0787. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
12. The temporary authority granted to Explore Estes, LLC by Decision 
No. C21-0476 is extended until a final administrative decision is rendered in Proceeding 
No. 21A-0341CP. 
13. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.

14. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 19, 2022.
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� The full procedural history of Proceeding No. 21A-0341CP is provided in Decision No. R22-0023, issued on January 11, 2022. 


� Applicant’s Motion to Extend Temporary Authority, p. 4.


� Id. at pp. 4-5. 


� Nothing in this Decision should be construed to amend Explore Estes’ obligation to timely comply with the requirements of Colorado law and Commission rules, and specifically the obligations found in Ordering Paragraph 6 of the Recommended Decision. Explore Estes shall not commence operation under the CPCN issued by the Recommended Decision until the Commission notifies Explore Estes in writing of compliance with Ordering Paragraph 6. Explore Estes shall cease operation under this temporary authority and the extension of temporary authority to provide sightseeing services as granted in Decision No. C21-0787, issued on December 10, 2021, in Proceeding No. 21A-0237CP-TA, after such written notice is provided to Explore Estes, in compliance with Recommended Decision Ordering Paragraph 8. 
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