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I. Statement
1. The Commission opened Proceeding No. 21M-0130EG by Decision 
No. C21-0179, issued on March 23, 2021, to commence its consideration of the impacts of the extreme weather event on the revenue requirements and rates of Colorado’s investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities including Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos).  The Commission prohibited Atmos and the other utilities from addressing the recovery of the extraordinary costs of the February extreme weather event through the normal course of the implementation of their Gas Cost Adjustment rate mechanisms and instead directed the utilities to isolate the extraordinary costs associated with the February extreme weather for the purpose of proposing discrete methods for cost recovery in separate, utility-specific proceedings.
2. By Decision No. C21-0261, issued on April 30, 2021 in Proceeding 
No. 21M-0130EG, the Commission permitted Atmos and the other Colorado utilities to file applications to address the recovery of the costs incurred as a result of the February 2021 weather event from their customers through rates. The Commission required such application filings to include certain information as set forth in that decision.

3. On May 14, 2021, Atmos submitted the Application for consideration by the Commission.  Atmos filed the Application in accordance with Decision No. C21-0261.

4. On May 20, 2021, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Request for Hearing and Entry of Appearance.  The OCC listed a series of issues they wished to investigate.
5. On May 20, 2021, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission Trial Staff filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a), and Request for Hearing.

6. On June 14, 2021, the Colorado Energy Office filed its Notice of Intervention by Right.

7.  On June 30, 2021, the Commission deemed the Application complete and referred it to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition

8. On July 12, 2021, by Decision No. R21-0409-I the ALJ scheduled this matter for a prehearing conference for July 29, 2021. 
II. Procedural Schedule

9. All parties appeared at the prehearing conference and agreed upon the following procedural schedule:
Answer Testimony 



September 17, 2021
Rebuttal/Cross Answer Testimony 

October 15, 2021
Stipulations & Settlement Agreements

October 29, 2021
Corrections to Pre-Filed Testimony & 
Attachments, Witness and Exhibit List, 
Pre-Hearing Motions



October 29, 2021

Evidentiary Hearing 



November 8 – November 10, 2021
Statements of Position  



November 24, 2021

10. Participants in the evidentiary hearing will appear at the hearing from remote locations by video-conference and may not appear in person. The remote evidentiary hearing will be held using the web-hosted service, Zoom. This Decision and Attachments A and B provide critical information and instructions to facilitate holding the hearing by video-conference, which all parties must follow. 

11. To minimize the potential that the video-conference hearing may be disrupted by non-participants, the link, meeting ID code, and passcode to attend the hearing will be provided to the participants by email before the hearing, and the participants will be prohibited from distributing that information to anyone not participating in the hearing.
 
12. Attachment B outlines procedures and requirements for marking and formatting exhibits aimed at facilitating efficient and smooth electronic evidence presentations at the remote hearing.  It is extremely important that the parties carefully review and follow all requirements in this Decision and Attachments A and B.
III. Public Comment Hearing

13. A public comment hearing will be held using the web-hosted video-conferencing service, Zoom. Information and requirements to participate in the Zoom hearing by 
video-conference are included in Attachment A to this Decision. For those who wish to provide oral comments during the hearing, video-conference participation is preferred and encouraged because it allows for the hearing to be held in a manner most similar to in-person hearings. Nevertheless, interested persons will also have the option to participate by telephone.  The link, meeting ID code, passcode, and call-in information to participate in the hearing is provided in the ordering paragraphs below and will be available on the Commission’s public calendar at least one week prior to the public comment hearing.

14. The Public Comment hearing shall be held on September 15, 2021.

15. The Commission prefers written comments over oral comments. Interested persons are encouraged to submit written comments through either: (a) the Commission’s Electronic Filing System at https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage in this proceeding; or (b) the Commission’s website at https://puc.colorado.gov/ by clicking on the “FILE A COMMENT OR COMPLAINT” link. Both oral and written comments will be given the same weight in this proceeding

A. Notice of Public Comment Hearing

16. During the prehearing conference, the OCC also requested that Atmos be required to email notice of the public comment hearing to customers. The OCC argued that notice is in the public interest, and that in its experience, traditional Commission notice through a press release has not garnered robust public participation. The OCC believes that emailed notice will provide a more robust public participation. 

17. Atmos did not object to emailing customers notice, but believes a bill insert will reach more customers who may not receive information through email. 

18. Atmos shall provide notice of the Public Hearing to be held on September 15, 2021 in a bill insert.

IV. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Procedural schedule as stated above in paragraph 9, is adopted.

2. An evidentiary hearing is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATES:
November 8 through 10, 2021

TIME: 

9:00 a.m.

METHOD: 
By video conference. A link will be


            provided to Parties by email

3. The parties may not distribute the link, and access or ID code to non-participants.

4. A remote public comment hearing is scheduled in this matter as follows: 

DATE:

September 15, 2021


TIME:
4:00 p.m., continuing until concluded or until 6:00 p.m., whichever occurs first.


METHOD:
Join by video-conference using Zoom.

PARTICIPATING BY COMPUTER (PREFERRED METHOD): 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88039431209?pwd=b3phS2JOZVVNYkNOQWprVDlldEljUT09 Meeting ID: 880 3943 1209 Passcode: 922082
Those wishing to the participate in the public comment hearing must appear remotely, using a computer, tablet, smartphone, or telephone, and may not appear in person at the Commission’s offices. Interested persons may also submit written public comment in this 

5. proceeding by following the instructions included above. When joining the public comment hearing, participants are required to enter their full name when prompted. Instructions and requirements to participate in the public comment hearing are provided in Attachment A to this Decision. 
6. Atmos Energy Corporation shall provide notice of the Public Comment Hearing to customers by bill insert consistent with the above discussion.

7. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Participants will receive an email with the information to join the hearing at the email addresses on file with the Commission for this proceeding. The ALJ anticipates that the hearing will be webcast, consistent with Commission practice; this means that those wishing to observe the hearing may do so without the need to join the hearing as a participant. 
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