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I. Statement
1. The Commission opened Proceeding No. 21M-0130EG by Decision 
No. C21-0179, issued on March 23, 2021, to commence its consideration of the impacts of the extreme weather event on the revenue requirements and rates of Colorado’s investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities including Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos).  The Commission prohibited Atmos and the other utilities from addressing the recovery of the extraordinary costs of the February extreme weather event through the normal course of the implementation of their Gas Cost Adjustment rate mechanisms and instead directed the utilities to isolate the extraordinary costs associated with the February extreme weather for the purpose of proposing discrete methods for cost recovery in separate, utility-specific proceedings.
2. By Decision No. C21-0261, issued on April 30, 2021 in Proceeding 
No. 21M-0130EG, the Commission permitted Atmos and the other Colorado utilities 
to file applications to address the recovery of the costs incurred as a result of the February 2021 weather event from their customers through rates. The Commission required such application filings to include certain information as set forth in that decision.

3. On May 14, 2021, Atmos submitted this Application for consideration by the Commission.  Atmos filed the Application in accordance with Decision No. C21-0261.

4. On May 20, 2021, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Request for Hearing and Entry of Appearance.  The OCC listed a series of issues they wished to investigate including “[w]hether the Commission should order the Company to issue an “additional notice” to its customers advising them of this application and the likely rate increases.”

5. On May 20, 2021, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission Trial Staff (Staff) filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a), and Request for Hearing.

6. On June 14, 2021, the Colorado Energy Office (CEO) filed its Notice of Intervention by Right.

7.  On June 30, 2021, the Commission deemed the Application complete and referred it to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.
8. OCC, Staff, and CEO are all parties by right in the above captioned proceeding.

II. Time for a Commission Decision

9. Since the filing falls under § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S. (2019), the time for a Commission decision is 120 days after the application is deemed complete. If the Commission finds that additional time is necessary for a decision, the date may be extended an additional 
130 days. 

10. In order to facilitate the procedural schedule, the time for a Commission decision shall be extended 130 days.

III. Prehearing Conference

11. 
In anticipation of the hearing, the undersigned ALJ is setting a prehearing conference in accordance with Rule 1409(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

12. A prehearing conference in this matter will be scheduled as ordered below. At the remote prehearing conference, an evidentiary hearing will be scheduled, and procedural deadlines will be established. The parties may raise other issues relevant to this proceeding at the prehearing conference. The parties are required to confer on a hearing date and procedural deadlines before the prehearing conference.

13. The ALJ encourages the parties to submit a proposed hearing date and procedural schedule prior to the prehearing conference. In such a circumstance, provided that the ALJ substantially approves the proposed schedule, the ALJ may vacate the prehearing conference.

IV. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1.  Consistent with the above discussion, a remote prehearing conference is scheduled as follows: 

DATE: 
July 29, 2021

TIME: 

 10:00 a.m.

METHOD: 
By video conference using Zoom at a link provided to


parties by email

2. The time for a Commission decision is extended 130 days.

3. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� OCC Intervention at ¶ 5a.
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