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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. Rule 3206(d) of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.
2. The following utilities filed Rule 3206 reports into this proceeding:   

· Black Hills Colorado Electric Utility Company, LLC (Black Hills)

· Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. (IREA)

· Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service)

· Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State)

3. Commission Decision No. C21-0290-I issued May 13, 2021, provided notice of the filings, informed parties that specific information of each utility’s filings was on file with the Commission, and established an opportunity for interested parties to file comments on or before June 14, 2021.   

4. No public comments were filed.   
5. Black Hills’ report contained no new proposed construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.
6. New projects that were filed in 2021 under Rule 3206(d) are listed below by utility with a brief description of each project: 
Public Service Company of Colorado 
· Colorado Springs Utilities (Springs Utility) Unintended Flow Mitigation Project, under a joint agreement between Public Service and Springs Utilities. Springs Utility will take on all engineering and construction responsibility associated with the project, and Public Service will contribute $12 million in funding for the project.  The project includes tapping the Springs Utility-owned portion of the Flying Horse – Monument 115 kV line and build a new, greenfield site for the series reactor to be designed, engineered, constructed, and operated by Springs Utilities within Springs Utility’s existing substations. Public Service requests that the Commission determine that no certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) is needed for the Company’s ownership share of the costs of Springs Utility’s Unintended Flow Mitigation Project as the project does not fall within the purview of 
Rule 3206. 

· Barker Substation Reaffirmation, the project consists of the new addition of two 50 MVA 230/13.8kV distribution transformers including switchgears and feeders, in Denver, Colorado to serve load.  Public Service has requested this reaffirmation since the redesigned transmission connection to the Barker Substation consists of the same 230 kV underground transmission and transformer requirements originally included in the 21010 3206 report and approved in Decision No. C10-0644.
  The only meaningful change is that the engineering design of the facility’s connection has been updated to reflect current equipment and standards.  The project’s overall scope, purpose, and need have not changed in 
any substantive manner. The Company, therefore, requests that the Commission re-affirm the project is in the ordinary course of business and no CPCN is needed for the project.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
· Niyol Wind Interconnection, consists of the addition of a 230 kV breaker to an existing ring bus and 230 kV transmission tie at the North Yuma substation with a 230/115 kV high side unit in Brighton, Colorado. This project will allow for the interconnection of Tri-State’s existing North Yuma Substation with the generation-tie line for the Niyol wind facility.  Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rule 3206(e) and (f).  The utility requested the Commission waive the CPCN requirement for the addition of a 230 kV breaker and switches to an existing ring bus, plus a corresponding short transmission line.

· Spanish Peaks II Valent Interconnection, consists of the addition of 
230 kV metering upgrades at the planned Valent Substation. 
The interconnection will share the same gen-tie line as the Spanish 
Peaks Interconnect into Valent substation.  Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per 
CPUC Rule 3206(e) and (f).  The utility requested the Commission waive the CPCN requirement for the addition of 230 kV metering upgrades because of the limited nature of this project, the project will consist of minor changes inside an existing substation and does not involve any significant changes to the overall configuration of the substation.

· Axial Basin Solar Interconnection, consists of the addition of a new 
three-breaker ringbus 345 kV switching station and will interconnect with the Craig – Meeker 345 kV line in Moffat County, between Craig and Meeker.  The facility is required to connect the Axial Basin Solar Farm to Tri-State’s transmission system. Audible noise and magnetic fields associated with the project will not exceed the levels set forth in 
Rule 3206(e) and (f).  Tri-State believes this project may require a CPCN application pursuant to the criteria set forth in Commission Rule 3206(b).

· Coyote Gulch Solar Interconnection, consists of a new 115 kV line bay, including breaker and associated switches, to the existing Main Switch station, in Montezuma County, near Cortez.  This project is required to connect the Coyote Gulch Solar Farm to Tri-State’s transmission system.  Tri-State considers the project to be in the ordinary course of business under Rule 3206(b) because the facilities will be designed for 115 kV and below and will not exceed the noise and magnetic field levels in 
Rule 3206(e) and (f).

· Dolores Canyon Solar Interconnection, consists of a new 115 kV line bay, including breaker and associated switches, to the existing Main Switch station, in Dolores County.  This project is required to connect the Coyote Gulch Solar Farm to Tri-State’s transmission system in Dolores County, near Cahone.  Tri-State considers the project to be in the ordinary course of business under Rule 3206(b) because the facilities will be designed for 115 kV and below and will not exceed the noise and magnetic field levels in Rule 3206(e) and (f).
· Slater Double Circuit Conversion, consists of the replacement of the 
1.6-mile line between Slater and the Del Camino Tap with a 115 kV, double circuit with 795 ACSR conductor in Weld County, near Mead.  This project will increase system reliability by eliminating the three terminal lines at the Del Camino Tap.  Tri-State considers the project to be in the ordinary course of business under Rule 3206(b) because the facilities will be designed for 115 kV and below and will not exceed the noise and magnetic field levels in Rule 3206(e) and (f).
Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.
 
· Spring Valley 115 kV Transmission Line, this project consists of the construction of a new double-circuit 115 kV (239 MVA) line from Brick Center-Kiowa to Spring Valley substations in Elbert County.  The project is load-serving and required to serve continued load growth in the IREA service territory.  IREA considers the project to be “in the ordinary course of business” since the facilities will be designed for 115 kV and below. The project is contained entirely within IREA’s certificated area. IREA requests that the Commission issue a decision finding that this project is in the ordinary course of business and does not require a CPCN.
· Pioneer Solar 115 kV Interconnect Substation, this project will consist of the construction of a new 115 kV transmission interconnect station for a new 80 MW solar farm near Bennett, Colorado. 
· Bayou to Elizabeth 115 kV Transmission Re-conductor Project, this project will consist of the re-conductor (477 ACSR to 795 ACSS) of the existing 115 kV transmission line from the Bayou substation to the Elizabeth substation to match connecting transmission line segments near Elizabeth Colorado.

· Hunter Solar 115 kV Interconnect at the Brick Center Transmission Station, the project will consist of a two-breaker ring bus expansion of the Brick Center switchyard and will be constructed to interconnect the Hunter Solar 75 MW solar farm to the IREA 115 kV transmission system.
· Kiowa Solar 115 kV Interconnect at the Victory 115 kV Substation, this project will consist of the conversion of the existing 115 kV bus from a two-breaker loop through configuration to a four-breaker ring bus, near Bennett, Colorado to allow the interconnection of the Kiowa Solar 55 MW solar farm to the IREA 115 kV transmission system.
· Strasburg to Deer Trail 44 kV Transmission Line Upgrade, this project will consist of a line upgrade between Strasburg to Deer Trail to upgrade the existing 44 kV transmission line to 115 kV/239 MVA.
· Shawnee to Bailey 44 kV Transmission Upgrade, this project will consist of a line upgrade that will be between Shawnee and Bailey to upgrade the existing 44 kV transmission line to 115 kV/239 MVA.
· Bailey 115 kV Substation, this project will consist of the rebuild of the existing 44 kV substation to 115 kV with a single 15/20/25 MVA transformer.  
7. Commission Rule 3206(b)(I) states that transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above, even if initially operated at a lower voltage, require a CPCN, unless the facility is a radial transmission line designed at 230 kV or above serving a single retail customer and terminating at that customer’s premises.  
8. Pursuant to Commission rules, the Commission finds that Tri-States’ Axial Basin Solar Interconnect, project requires a CPCN or a formal determination that no CPCN is required.
Commission Rule 3206(b)(II)(A) and (B) states that transmission facilities designed at 115 kV or 138 kV require a CPCN if the facilities do not meet the noise and magnetic field thresholds established in Commission rules, or if the Commission determines that the facilities are not in the ordinary course of business.  Commission Rule 3206(d) allows 

9. utilities to request a decision that certain projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN.  

10. Pursuant to Commission rules, the Commission finds that Tri-State’s Coyote Gulch Solar Interconnect, Dolores Canyon Solar Interconnect, and Slater Double Circuit Conversion projects are in the ordinary course of business and therefore do not require a CPCN. 
11. Pursuant to Commission rules, the Commission finds that IREA’s Spring Valley 115 kV Transmission Line and Replacement, Pioneer Solar 115 kV Interconnect Substation, Bayou to Elizabeth 115 kV Transmission Re-conductor Project, and the Hunter Solar 115 kV Interconnect at the Brick Center Transmission Station projects are in the ordinary course of business and therefore do not require a CPCN.
12. Commission rules generally require a CPCN for transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above.  The Commission may waive applicable rules and not require CPCNs 
for specific projects, such as the addition of 230 kV transformers or other similar equipment inside of existing substations that would otherwise require a CPCN.  Tri-State requests that 
the Commission find that the Niyol Wind Interconnection and Spanish Peaks II Valent Interconnection projects do not require a CPCN, but did not provide justification for this request.  The Commission will waive Rule 3206(b)(I) for these projects on its own motion.  
13. The Commission reaffirms that no CPCN shall be required for the Barker Substation.
14. The Commission finds that Springs Utility’s Unintended Flow Mitigation Project does not fall within the purview of Rule 3206, and therefore no CPCN shall be required.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN), or a formal determination that no CPCN is required, shall be required for the following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) project:

a. Axial Basin Solar Interconnection,

2. The Commission reaffirms that the following Public Service Company of Colorado project is in the ordinary course of business and does not require a CPCN:

a. Barker Substation 
3. The Commission affirms that the following Public Service Company of Colorado project does not fall within the purview of Rule 3206 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 
4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, and therefore no CPCN shall be required:

a. Colorado Springs Utilities Unintended Flow Mitigation Project
4. The following Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN:

a. Spring Valley 115 kV Transmission Line,
b. Pioneer Solar 115 kV Interconnect Substation,

c. Bayou to Elizabeth 115 kV Transmission Re-conductor Project,

d. Hunter Solar 115 kV Interconnect,

e. Kiowa Solar 115 kV Interconnect,
f. Strasburg to Deer Trail 44 kV Transmission Line Upgrade,
g. Shawnee to Bailey 44 kV Transmission Upgrade, and
h. Bailey 115 kV Substation
5. The following Tri-State projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN:

a. Niyol Wind Interconnection,

b. Spanish Peaks II Valent Interconnection,

c. Coyote Gulch Solar Interconnection,

d. Dolores Canyon Solar Interconnection, and

e. Slater Double Circuit Conversion
6. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.
7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 14, 2021.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ERIC BLANK
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________


MEGAN M. GILMAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. C10-0644 was issued in Proceeding No. 10M-206E on June 24, 2010.


� In its 2021 filing, IREA has identified the Bayou to Elizabeth, Hunter Solar, Kiowa Solar, and Strasburg to Deer Trail projects as, “No CPCN required. Decision No. C20-0477.”  In Decision No. C20-0477 issued in Proceeding No, 20M-0005E on July 1, 2020, based on the Company’s 2020 3206 filing, the Commission clearly states in ¶ 4 that, “IREA’s report contained no new proposed construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.”  This finding is based on the fact that the Company did not request or provide support for any decisions by the Commission regarding the 2020 projects.  
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