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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusion

1. On June 3, 2021 Blac,k Hills Colorado Electric, LLC (Black Hills) filed a petition (Petition) for waiver of Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3412(g)(II)(B) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, for its low-income assistance program, Black Hill Electric Assistance Program. The Petition sought to continue Black Hills’ current charge of $0.51 per residential customer per month. 
2. Black Hills’ Petition also included a request for a shortened notice and intervention period which was granted by Commission Decision No. C21-0352-I, dated June 16, 2021. That Commission Decision itself served as public notice of the Petition, requiring that persons desiring to intervene must file an appropriate pleading to do so by 5 p.m. on June 30, 2021.
3. Proceeding No. 20R-0537EG was an emergency rule making following the Governor’s Executive order and extensions surrounding the effects of COVID-19.  On 
December 16, 2020, Commission Decision No. C20-0899 approved a maximum surcharge for residential customers at $1.00 to fund a low-income utility program. This $1.00 maximum surcharge replaced, for a 210-day period, the maximum of $0.31 per residential customer. This emergency rule will expire on July 14, 2021.
4. On January 8, 2021, in Proceeding No. 20R-0537EG, Black Hills filed a notice per Rule 1207(g) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1, and pursuant to Decision No. C20-0899, that its tariff surcharge for residential customers would be $0.51, and other fees by customer class would accordingly be at higher levels, effective 
January 13, 2021. Black Hills made the actual tariff changes in an advice letter and tariff filing, Proceeding No. 21AL-0032E, on January 8, 2021, which went into effect on January 13, 2021, in compliance with Decision No. C20-0899. 
5. Black Hills specifically petitions for a waiver on its Tariff Sheet No. 102 allowing it to continue to charge residential customers $0.51 until permanent rules governing low-income assistance programs are adopted. Black Hills includes illustrative scenarios about program funding with its Petition.

6. The impacts of COVID-19 create a unique and urgent set of circumstances affecting the public interest. Therefore, we find good cause grant the Petition as sought by Black Hills effective from July 15, 2021 until permanent revised low-income rules are adopted. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is being discussed and will issue from the Commission at the July 7, 2021 Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition filed by Black Hills Colorado Electric, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy on June 3, 2021, for a variance from Commission Rule 3412(g)(II)(B) 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, and the associated waiver of selected provisions of its tariff sheets, is granted, consistent with the discussion above, from July 15, 2021 until the permanent low-income rulemaking is complete.
2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 7, 2021.
	 (S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ERIC BLANK
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________


MEGAN M. GILMAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




8

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












