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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision grants the Unopposed Motion for a Variance from Decision 
No. R20-0046 to Extend Filing Date of a Phase II Rate Case Until on or Before December 31, 2021 (Unopposed Motion) filed on June 9, 2021 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).
B. Discussion

2. On May 31, 2019, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 949-Gas, with supporting testimony and exhibits, and a request to approve Phase II cost allocation and rate design processes for its gas operations.  The filing was made pursuant to Decision No. C18-1158, issued December 21, 2018, in Proceeding No. 17AL-0363G, which authorized Public Service to increase its base rate revenues through the implementation of a General Rate Schedule Adjustment of 24.19 percent.
3. By Decision No. C19-0541, mailed June 20, 2019, the Commission suspended the effective date of the tariffs and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  

4. By Decision No. R19-0622-I, mailed July 22, 2019, the ALJ recognized the interventions of right of the Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission and the Office of Consumer Counsel.  The ALJ also granted the permissive intervention of Energy Outreach Colorado.  

5. By Decision No. R19-0636-I, mailed July 26, 2019, the ALJ allowed permissive intervention by: Atmos Energy Corporation; Black Hills Colorado Gas, Inc.; Colorado Natural Gas; WoodRiver Energy, LLC; Tiger Natural Gas, Inc.; and, Climax Molybdenum Company.  

6. On September 18, 2019, the Company and the intervening parties submitted an unopposed Settlement Agreement and associated motion requesting approval of the Settlement Agreement.  According to the Settlement Agreement, Public Service and the intervening parties agreed to undertake an LDC Stakeholder Evaluation “to evaluate class allocation of distribution and transmission costs with respect to LDC customers,”
 and to conclude that analysis by December 31, 2020.  The Settlement Agreement also stipulated that data exchanged through the LDC Stakeholder Evaluation may be used in the Company’s next Phase II rate review proceeding after completion of the evaluation, which was to be filed “no later than August 1, 2021.”
  The Settlement Agreement was approved through Decision No. R20-0046 on 
January 22, 2020.  
7. Although a combined Phase I and II rate proceeding has taken place in the interim (Proceeding No. 20AL-0049G), that proceeding was initiated prior to the completion of the 
LDC Stakeholder Evaluation.  Accordingly, the Company has not yet met the requirements of the Settlement Agreement to make a Phase II filing after the LDC Stakeholder Evaluation by 
August 1, 2021.
8. In the Unopposed Motion, the Company seeks a waiver from the Phase II filing deadline espoused in the Settlement Agreement and modifies the requirement from August 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021.   The Company states that, due to the recent conclusion of Proceeding No. 20AL-0049G and other significant filings pending before the Commission, it negotiated the proposed extension with the intervening parties.    
C. Conclusions and Findings

9. Because the motion is unopposed, we waive response time.

10. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Unopposed Motion.   

11. We waive the August 1, 2021 deadline for Public Service to file a Phase II 
rate case as required under the terms of the Settlement Agreement approved by Decision 
No. R20-0046.  Unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, Public Service shall file a Phase II rate case no later than December 31, 2021.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Unopposed Motion for a Variance from Decision No. R20-0046 to Extend Filing Date of a Phase II Rate Case Until on or Before December 31, 2021 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on June 9, 2021 is granted. 

2. Response time to the motion is waived.

3. Consistent with the discussion above, Public Service shall file a Phase II rate case no later than December 31, 2021.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 16, 2021.
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� Settlement Agreement at ¶ 12.


� Id. at ¶ 15.
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